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This Sunday, the congregation of Hilton Baptist Church will celebrate the 25th 
anniversary of Pastor Lynwood Wells’ ministry as Senior Pastor. Hilton Baptist holds 
particular significance as it is where Lynwood first embraced his faith in Christ during 
childhood and later came back to lead the congregation he has guided with dedication 
for twenty-five years.   
 
The service will be both joyful and reflective as the church pauses to give thanks for 25 
years of pastoral leadership, compassionate ministry, and steadfast commitment to the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Rather than focusing simply on accomplishments, the morning 
will reflect on the many lives touched, prayers offered, sermons preached, hospital visits 
made, friendships formed, and moments of grace experienced throughout these years of 
shared ministry together. 
 
A special part of the service will feature reflections from Dreama Johnson, who has 
served faithfully alongside Pastor Lynwood as office administrator, trusted confidant, 
and close friend. Having worked beside him through the joys and demands of ministry 
life, Dreama brings a unique and personal perspective on these 25 years of pastoral 
service. She will also bring the morning message as the church gathers to honor the 
goodness and faithfulness of God through this significant anniversary celebration. 
 

Plan now to join us Sunday morning for this 25th Anniversary   
Celebration and plan to stay for the finger food reception immediately 

following the morning service! 
 



 

 

 

25 Years… I Give God Thanks! 
 

Twenty-five years. A quarter century of prayers prayed, sermons 
preached, tears shared, lives changed, and countless reminders of the 
faithfulness of God. As I reflect upon these years of ministry at Hilton 
Baptist Church, my heart is filled not with pride, but with gratitude, joy 
and a holy wonder and humility. 
 
What makes this journey especially meaningful is that this is not only the 

church I was called to serve — this is the church where I first came to know Jesus Christ 
as a child. Long before I stood behind a pulpit, I sat in those HBC pews as a young boy 
discovering the love and grace of God. Faithful people there helped shape my spiritual 
life in ways they may never fully know. 
 
Life eventually carried me away for a season to Oklahoma and Pennsylvania, then back 
to Oklahoma. But in the sovereign providence of God, the Lord brought me back home 
to Virginia and HBC— not simply to attend, but to serve as pastor for the last twenty-five 
years. There is something deeply humbling about returning to the very place where your 
faith began and spending your life trying to pour back the same love, encouragement, 
and hope that was once poured into you. 
 
Together we have walked through joyful days and difficult seasons. We have celebrated 
baptisms and weddings, prayed beside hospital beds, stood together in times of grief, 
and witnessed again and again the steady faithfulness of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  
 
When I look back, I do not mainly remember the programs or events — I remember the 
people. I remember the kindness, prayers, worship, friendship, and a church family that 
has loved and supported me through every season 
 
As we celebrate twenty-five years together this Sunday, my heart simply says: thank You, 
Lord. Thank You for saving this young boy in this church years ago, for bringing him 
back home, and for allowing me the sacred privilege of serving this wonderful 
congregation.  
 
And thank you Hilton Baptist Church - Whatever good has been accomplished, and 
anything in which I have made a difference for the better, to God alone be all the glory, 
honor and praise! Only by His amazing grace have we been led, yes, and many times 
carried, each step of the way. And we will continue to trust Him joyfully for the very best 
in whatever lies ahead. 
 

On the grace journey together with you… Lynwood  
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“The Year of the Miraculous”      
 

Lynwood's 25th Anniversary 

We will be celebrating Lynwood’s 25th Anniversary on May 17!  If 
you would like to show your appreciation to our pastor, you can 
certainly bring a gift, write a card, or donate a love offering. You 
can bring them with you on May 17 to our luncheon or you can 
bring them in early to Dreama.  
 
We will have a 'finger food' luncheon afterwards in Prior Hall. 
Everyone is invited. 
 
We are so excited to celebrate Pastor Lynwood on this very special 
occasion! Please join us! 
 
If you have any questions, contact Pam Cooke     757-660-4226 
 
Lock up and Hall 
5/17 Dave and Lisa 
5/24 Pam Cooke 
 
Counter 
5/18 Margaret Upole 
5/26 Kathy Caskie 
 
Kids Church 
5/17 Tracy Venable 
          Lisa York 
5/25 Tori Holt 
 
Grass Cutting 
5/16 Chas Johnson 
5/30 Jon and Barbara Michie 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Weekly Prayer Focus 
C- Christ Centered Living and Commitment 
H - Hearts for God and for Others 
U- Unity  
R- Repentance and Renewal 
 
This week our prayer focus is: 
  C – Compassion 
Prayer Point: Pray that our church family would be filled with Christlike compassion for those 
who are hurting, lonely, struggling, and in need of encouragement. May we see others through 
the eyes of Jesus and respond with love. 
 
Scripture: “Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, 
humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;” — Colossians 3:12 (KJV) 
 
 
 

Calendar  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Discipleship Class 
In case you were not aware, we have a Discipleship Class that meets every Sunday 
Morning at 9am in the Conference Room (old Faith Classroom) The class if for all ages.  
Stan Langdon is the teacher.  If you have any questions, just see Stan.  We have plenty 
of room for you in the Class!  

 

 

Tuesday, May 12th 

Food Distribution 
Thursday, May 14th 
Food Distribution 
Sunday, May 17th 
9am Discipleship Class  
10am Live and Online Worship 
10am Sonshine Kids and Youth 
11:15am Produce Giveaway in 
gym.  Free and open to the public 
CELEBRATE OF LYNWOOD’S 
25th ANNIVERSARY 
 
 

Tuesday, May 19th 
Food Distribution 
Thursday, May 21st 
Food Distribution 
Sunday, May 24th 
9am Discipleship Class  
10am Live and Online 
Worship 
10am Sonshine Kids 
11:15am Food Giveaway in 
gym, Free and open to the 
public 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

                        Missions Outreach 
If you have any questions about Missions Outreach Activities,                        

please contact Pam Cooke 757-660-4226 
 

Pray for our Missionaries 
Yun Na Kang (American People) MS (Asian Pacific Rim People) MH (Central Asian 
People) Gary Rowland (European People) SG (Northern African and Middle Eastern 
People) TH (South Asian People) Matthew Stauffer (Sub-Saharan African People) 
Efren Castro (CA)  Robert Greenfield (MD) Tony Lynn (MI)  Brandon Freeman (MO) 
Thomas Alley (NC) Itamar Elizalde (PR) Joel Eguiluz (VA)  
 
 
WMU Monthly Mission Project  
May’s Mission Project – Care Net Pregnancy Resource Center 
We are collecting baby care items, including shampoo, conditioner, lotion, diaper rash 
cream, and pacifiers. Please note that Dollar Tree items are not requested for this 
project by Carenet. Thank you for your support in helping meet the needs of needy 
families in our community.  
 
 
 
 
Community Dinner 
Our next Community Dinner is Friday, 
May 29th.  If you can help in any way, see 
Pam Cooke or Tara Borton (Food Pantry). 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

“I Then Shall Live” 
    Words by Gloria Gaither 
  
I then shall live as one who's been forgiven. 
I'll walk with joy to know my debts are paid. 
I know my name is clear before my Father; 
I am His child and I am not afraid. 
So, greatly pardoned, I'll forgive my brother; 
The law of love I gladly will obey. 
 
I then shall live as one who's learned compassion. 
I've been so loved, that I'll risk loving too. 
I know how fear builds walls instead of bridges; 
I'll dare to see another's point of view. 
And when relationships demand commitment, 
Then I'll be there to care and follow through. 
 
Your Kingdom come around and through and in me; 
Your power and glory, let them shine through me. 
Your Hallowed Name, O may I bear with honor, 
And may Your living Kingdom come in me. 
The Bread of Life, O may I share with honor, 
And may You feed a hungry world through me. 
 
Amen, Amen, Amen 
 

 ‘A Movie Bet’ … The Last Laugh…”  

 
Two fellas were watching an old cowboy movie and it came to the 
part when the cowboy, on his horse, at full gallop, was headed 
right towards a cliff.  
 
One of the guys said to the other, “Hey, I’ll bet you 10 bucks that 
he rides over the cliff.” The other said, “Alright Partner, Your on!” 
 

Well the cowboy and the horse went right over the cliff. The fella that lost the bet paid 
up.  
 
A while later, the guy who won said, “Hey, I’m feeling a little guilty about our bet and 
need to make a confession … I already have seen the movie.”  
 
The other fella replied, “Well, I have also seen the movie before … but I didn’t think he’d 
do it again!” 



 

 

 

The Pastor’s Heart 
 
A pastor’s heart is meant to reflect the heart of Christ—
steady, compassionate, and willing to carry the burdens of 
others even when no one sees the weight being carried. True 
pastoral compassion is not simply preaching sermons or 
leading services; it is standing beside grieving families in 
hospital rooms, praying quietly for hurting souls, listening to fears and failures without 
condemnation, and loving people through seasons of weakness and struggle. The 
compassionate pastor learns to rejoice with those who rejoice and weep with those who 
weep, becoming a living reminder that God has not forgotten His people. 
 
The compassion of a pastor is often shaped in hidden places. It is born through long 
nights of prayer, personal disappointments, unanswered questions, and moments when 
the shepherd himself needs encouragement. Yet God uses those very experiences to 
soften the heart rather than harden it. A compassionate pastor understands broken 
people because he knows what it means to depend upon the mercy of God himself. Out 
of that humility flows patience, gentleness, forgiveness, and a deep desire to see wounded 
lives restored by the grace of Christ. 
 
In a world that often feels hurried, cold, and divided, the compassionate heart of a pastor 
becomes a sacred gift to the church. It reminds people that ministry is more than 
programs and schedules—it is love in action. Sometimes the greatest sermon a pastor 
will ever preach is not spoken from a pulpit, but demonstrated through a kind word, a 
listening ear, a comforting prayer, or faithful presence during life’s hardest moments. 
Through such compassion, people catch a glimpse of the Good Shepherd Himself, whose 
love never fails and whose mercy endures forever. 
 
 

Pastor Lynwood’s Life Verse 
 

“By the grace of God I am what I am, and his 

grace to me was not in vain . No, I worked 

harder than everyone else—YET NOT I, BUT 

THE GRACE OF GOD THAT WAS WITH ME.” 

1 Corinthians 15:10 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

When We Give Out of Gratitude 
 
There is something deeply beautiful about giving to God not out of 
pressure or obligation, but out of gratitude. True worship always 
overflows into generosity.  
 
When we stop and remember how faithful God has been — how He 
carried us through sorrow, forgave our sins, answered prayers we 
never deserved answered, and sustained us in ways we often overlook 

— our hearts naturally want to give back to Him. The offering becomes more than money 
placed into a plate; it becomes a testimony that says, “Lord, You have been good to me.”  
 
Just as the woman broke open her alabaster jar before Jesus because love could not 
remain silent, grateful believers still bring their gifts before God as an act of joyful 
worship and thanksgiving. 
Gratitude changes the spirit in which we give. Instead of asking, “What must I give?” we 
begin asking, “How can I thank the One who has given me everything?” Every breath, 
every blessing, every moment of grace has come from His hand.  
 
Even in difficult seasons, God’s mercy has remained constant. A grateful offering 
acknowledges that we are not self-made people living by our own strength, but children 
sustained by the goodness of our Heavenly Father. And when we give with thankful 
hearts, our offerings rise beyond earthly currency and become sacred expressions of love, 
trust, and praise to the God who has never failed us. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

God is doing some exciting new and 
powerful things through the faithful 

people of God at HBC… 
Please remember 

your commitments and giving                           
and be part 

of the miracle! 
 


