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“And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 
God and saying: "Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace,                                      

goodwill toward men!" Luke 2:36, 37 
 

Peace? On earth? Who are you kidding? Earth is filled with strife and violence. What were 
the angels talking about? What could their message mean, on that night so long ago, when 
they appeared to the shepherds outside of Bethlehem? 
 

Jesus’ 1st coming is why we can rejoice and celebrate Christmas: Jesus did everything                 
necessary to erase all alienation between God and mankind.  He broke down all the barriers 
between God and man. Now, through Jesus, we can know God intimately, and enjoy His 
fellowship. 
 

Although the work was not finished just by Jesus being born, yet the angels saw the love 
that prompted God to take on a human form, and they looked forward in faith to the         
completion of mankind's redemption. 

 

The angels were proclaiming peace and good will from God to mankind. That is our                
message, too. God is not against you. God loves you. God is not your problem. So, turn to 
God, instead of turning away from Him. This is the true message of Christmas. Everyone 
can be right with God, because of God's gift of his son, Jesus Christ. 
 

Join us this Sunday as we continue our exciting new message series, “Holy 
Moments.” Consider helping this Saturday, December 9th, with our Children’s 

Workshop.    Join us the following Saturday, December 16th for our HBC 
Christmas Musical dinner at 6:00 pm. And plan now to bring family and 

friends to our most beautiful Christmas eve                                                                            
Candlelight Communion ever at 5:00 pm! 



The Heart of Christmas Is Peace! 
 

 “Blessed are the peacemakers for they will be called the children 
of God.”- Matthew 5:9 
 

I opened the Christmas card and read, “May the peace of             
Christmas fill your heart and your home.” I stood and pondered 
the thought. The angels proclaimed, “Peace on Earth’ when Jesus 
was born. Yet today we wonder, is peace possible? 
 

We all need two kinds of peace in our lives: inner peace as well as 
peace with others. 

 

Inner peace begins with a relationship with God as we focus on his strength and love 
filling us. We can exchange our weakness for his strength in any area of life. Your own 
inner peace hinges on your trust in God today. 
 

If anxiety spills over, choose to trust God. Choose to draw on his patience and wisdom 
each step of the way. He will guide you through the maze of life if you ask him to. 
Choosing to trust God will take you down the road to inner peace. 
 

Peace with others begins as we understand that God has called us to be peacemakers 
in our world. Is there somewhere you can be a peacemaker this Christmas? Not simply 
a peacekeeper but a peacemaker! 
 

Is there an invitation that needs to be extended to smooth over a fractured family           
relationship? Is there an apology to be made or a silence to be broken? Don’t miss the 
blessing God promises as you respond to his call to be a peacemaker this Christmas. 
 

You can help bring peace to our world, one heart at a time. 
 

“Father God, Make me an instrument of your peace. 

Where there is hatred, let me sow love; Where there is injury, pardon; 
 

Where there is doubt, faith; Where there is despair, hope; 

Where there is darkness, light; And where there is sadness, joy.” 
 

“Divine Master, Grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be 
understood as to understand; to be loved as to love with all my soul 

 

For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is 
in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.”    

 

Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi 

On the grace journey together with you, Lynwood 
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Lottie Moon 

Christmas Offering for International Missions 

Southern Baptist churches  collect the Lottie Moon                        

Christmas Offering for the sole  purpose of supporting                     

International  Missions.  Every penny of the offering goes to 

the International Mission Board’s overseas budget, thus                  

supporting our  missionaries and their work. 

Week of Prayer for International Missions is December 3rd– 10th.  

Total collected to date   $685.00 

 

November 30, 2023 

Budget $2490.00 

Budget Designated– Use of Church  $75.00 

Budget Designated– Community Dinner  $20.00 

Food Pantry $100.00 

Total Deposit   $2685.00 

 

December 3, 2023 

Budget $7271.00 

Budget Designated– Use of Church   $50.00 

Lottie Moon  $685.00 

World Hunger $40.00 

Chaplains Fund  $25.00 

Cash in Cash out– Sonshine Kids  $25.00 

Food Pantry $25.00 

Total Deposit $8121.00 



  Missions Outreach—Pam Cooke 660-4226 

PORT - January  10th– 17th   Your help is needed! 

It’s Time again to sign up to be the “Hands and Feet of Jesus”  by volunteering your 

time at PORT.  The Sign up sheets are in the back so please stop by and sign 

up to help.  

If you can donate any of the following it would be helpful.  These are the items that are 

most needed at this time.  We are fine with all the other items.  

Jean ( gently used are fine)  Small and Medium Men’s shirts     Hoodies T shirts          

Socks     Thermals   Bra’s and panties Shoes   

Aluminum Cans 

Recycle your cans at HBC and help Support missions!  Bring them to HBC and place 

them in the gym or the church office.  All money collected goes to missions. 

Pray for our Missionaries 

JR, Joel Williams (American People) MM, Carolyn Miller, DW (Asian Pacific Rim    

People) KA, MB, AE (Central Asian People) Susan Carson, Michelle Milam (European 

People) CB, DE (South Asian People) Luis Rodriquez Santiago (Puerto Rico) Jonathan 

Varner (SC) Kenneth Brock (SD) Paul Wang (WI)  

Serve the City  

There are many opportunities to serve.  See www.stcpeninsula.com or Pam  

WMU December  Missions—Grace Inside Chaplains Fund 

Grace Inside’s chaplains are dedicated to meeting the spiritual needs of all  residents 

of  Virginia’s state prisons. The chaplains provide one-on-one pastoral care, conduct 

worship services and work with the Department of Corrections staff in offering             

rehabilitative  programs. Chaplains are also responsible for scheduling all religious 

programs conducted by volunteers representing many faith traditions.    

Operation Breakthrough    It's time to go shopping and spread a little kindness! 

This  volunteer  opportunity involves buying a gift to share with families in need. Our                        

friends at Operation Breaking Through will make sure   your donated gifts get to just 

the right person :-)      

  Gift suggestions: ANYTHING really!  Children - clothes, books, games, blankets, 

coats, toys, boots, etc        Parents – winter wear, kitchen supplies, dish towels, gift 

cards, etc 



 

HBC Christmas Dinner and Musical                    

Saturday, December 16th 

Dinner will be at 6pm, musical Christmas                      

Celebration to follow.  The Church will be providing 

Chicken and Drinks.  We are asking everyone to provide  the side dishes and desserts.  

Everyone is invited to come and enjoy this special time of celebration. 

The event will be held in Prior Hall.  If  you have any  questions, 

 contact the Church office.  

Please contact the office or sign up in the Connection Center if you are coming  not the 

dinner so we will know how much meat to purchase. 

Candlelight Christmas Eve Communion Service  December 24th 5pm 

This will be a special service to include music, media, candlelight and                             

communion.  Ask your family to come and be a part.    

We will be having our regular Sunday Morning service on Christmas Eve. 

Happy Birthday in December  

12/03 Beverly Tawney 

12/14 Diane Figuenick 

12/18 Brittaney Hudgins 

12/19 Jessica Surber 

12/20 Joyce Spiers 

12/25 Karen Simpson 

12/27 Myra– Leah Ntumngia 

12/30 Brenda Egnot 

 



 Calendar 

Kids Christmas Workshop 

Saturday,  December 9th 

10am –2pm   Ages 5– 12 years old  
 

Invite kids now! Come look at Christmas through the eyes 

of Grinch! It is going to be  a  great time.   

 

Tuesday, December 5th 

1pm-2pm Food Distribution 

Wednesday, December 6th 

2pm  Project with a Purpose 

Clothes Closet 

7pm Bible Study Facebook Live and in 

person at HBC 

Thursday, December 7th 

1pm– 2pm Food Distribution 

Saturday, December 9th 

10am-2pm Christmas Workshop 

Sunday, December 10th 

9:00am Discipleship Class 

10:00am Live Worship at HBC 

10:00am Sonshine Kids 

2nd Sunday of Advent  

Tuesday, December 12th 

1pm-2pm Food Distribution 

Wednesday, December 13th 

7pm Bible Study Facebook Live 

and in person at HBC 

Thursday, December 14th 

1pm-2pm Food Distribution 

Saturday, December 16th  

Christmas Dinner and Musical  

6pm– Dinner, Musical to follow 

Sunday, December 17th 

9:00am Discipleship Class 

10:00am Live Worship at HBC 

10:00am Sonshine Kids  

3rd Sunday of Advent 



Food Distribution of HBC 

 

Thank you for all your donations to the 

HBC Food Pantry.  
 

For a while we were mostly serving Sen-

ior Citizens.  As the extra money was re-

duced, we are now serving families with 

children.  Recently as I was taking in the 

items from Costco, a car pulled in and he said he had a donation for the church.  As we 

talked he shared that our church had helped him so much last year when he was               

having a tough time.  He wanted to give food for others and thanked the church for 

having this ministry.  Thank you for being a part of this ministry.  The Lord is                              

gracious! 

 

Please continue to help us with food donations as well as money. Watch for good sales!  

I do, but I miss some too.  

        Sue Monfalcone 



Making Peace At Christmas  
 

In a season that encourages peace on earth, there’s no better 
time to drop our differences, make amends and heal old 
wounds. 
 

Christmas—a time to celebrate our faith and love with fami-
ly and friends. We gather to enjoy holiday meals and sing 
carols; celebrate Christmas tree lightings; watch the joy of 
children eagerly waiting to open their gifts. But for some of us, the holiday brings up 
continued conflicts and differences with others. In that case, how would you like to 
offer some Christmas peace this year? 
 

New York Times columnist David Brooks notes that “at least 27 percent of Americans 
are estranged from a member of their own family, and research suggests that about 
40 percent of Americans have experienced estrangement at some point.” (The most 
common form of estrangement is between adult children and their parents.) 
 

But making Christmas peace with others (and ourselves) is possible. Why wait? 
 

Reconciliation is one of the best gifts to give and receive, making Christmas a great 
time to offer an olive branch and end a disagreement. Even the prophets of ancient 
time described the child to be born as the Prince of Peace. When the angels appeared 
to the Shepherds in the fields, they declared,” peace on earth.” Even as we journey 
through Advent, we light a candle that symbolizes peace. 
 

What can hold us back from offering Christmas peace? It could be stubbornness. Or 
pride. Someone once wrote, “Pride is concerned with who is right. Humility is                             
concerned with what is right.” Our hurt can also get in the way—wounded people 
tend to lash out at others. 

 

Granted, it takes spiritual strength along with humility and grace to extend the olive 
branch. Prayer also helps. “Lord, make me an instrument of your peace…” in the 
words of St. Francis. 

 

This season, find the courage to make some Christmas peace with your son,                  
daughter, sister, friend or colleague. Pick up the phone, send a text, write a letter. 
The relationship may be restored or not. But it might go better than you think. You’ll 
never know until you take a step of faith. 

 

Remember that making peace with others also heals our own wounds. And we                
discover a priceless gift that makes our lives, relationships and world better!  



 

Advent Peace 
 

The second Sunday of Advent in 2022 will be on              
Sunday, December 4th. Advent is the season in which 
believers eagerly anticipate the celebration of Christ’s 
birth This second Sunday of Advent we meditate on 
the peace that Jesus brings our hearts and our world. 
Scripture is the place we can find the promises of God.  
 

2 Thessalonians 3:16 says, “Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all 
times and in every way. The Lord be with all of you.” 
 

This second week of advent we focus our hearts on the “Lord of peace” who came 
down from heaven in the form of a baby. God knows that we are in a constant battle 
against fear! Fear wants to cripple us, to push us to react rather than carefully                   
respond, and fear steals our joy. God has given us the gift of peace so we can live                
joy-filled lives! 
 

Over this Advent, would you pray that God’s unexplainable peace would be evident 
in your heart and home. This year we all have faced so much chaos and uncertainty. 
God’s peace is something we need to grab tightly onto more than ever. May God’s 
spirit transform the days leading up to Christmas into a time to joyfully await our 
King! 
 

The word Advent comes from the Latin word adventus, which means “coming.”               
Advent in the 4th and 5th century was a time of preparation for the baptism of new 
Christians. Christians would spend 40 days in prayer and fasting to prepare for the 
celebration that accompanied the baptism of new believers.  
 

Today, we customarily celebrate the Advent season over the four Sundays leading up 
to Christmas each year.  
 

The Advent season is an invitation for us all to choose to set aside the fear and                   
uncertainty that has defined 2021. It’s a chance to be intentional about taking   our 
focus off of the hustle and bustle of the Christmas and refocus on the Christ child.  
 

We can also give to God the sadness that many may be feeling as many of us will 
need to observe the holiday season differently this year. This fourth Advent Sunday 
we are reminded that Jesus offers us peace in every season and nothing is impossible 
with him! 
 

The fourth candle of Advent is called the “Angel Candle” and symbolizes peace. This 
name comes from the fact that the angels announced that Jesus came to bring peace 
(Luke 2:14). This week we are reminded that Jesus came to bring peace to our hearts 
and to our world! 



Finding Peace This Christmas 
 

Christmas is my favorite time of the year. I love to give gifts, 
spend time with family and friends, and sing Christmas               
carols. Most of all, I love to think about what the Lord has 
done for us – how He was willing to leave His home in Heav-
en and come to this earth as the Prince of Peace.. 
 

However, I realize many believers struggle to find God’s joy 
and peace this time of year. Because of financial  pressures, strained                           
relationships, health problems, or just the busyness of the  holidays, Christmas can 
be a season of stress, pain, or depression rather than joy. 
 

Sometimes we forget that Jesus was born into very difficult times, much like many 
people face today. His family knew what it was like to experience political upheaval, 
economic stress, and rejection. It would have been easy for them to feel anxious or 
hopeless at times. 
 

Even though I’m sure Mary and Joseph experienced great joy at Jesus’ birth, their 
outward circumstances were certainly not very appealing…The birth occurred far 
away from their home in Nazareth, and the inn had no room for them. 
 

They spent this very special occasion among animals in a stable, and the Lord Jesus 
had a feeding trough for His bed.  In addition to the difficulties of their immediate 
situation, I’m sure they had many concerns about how God would provide for them 
in the future. 
 

So if you’re facing some challenging circumstances this holiday season, you are not 
alone. That’s exactly what the first Christmas was like! 


