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HILTON AREA CHURCHES CELEBRATE    A SUNDAY OF UNITY!                                                                          

Six Churches Worship Together THIS Sunday!        

  10:00 am - At First United Methodist Church 

In these days of division and cultural strife, our six Hilton area local churches are 

working together to set an example for the community that even                                             

with differences, unity is possible! 

All churches and representatives will participate in this unity service with a special 

Sunday message shared by Rev. Natalie Chambers, Hilton Christian Church           

and Rev. Tina Melusky, Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 

LET’S JOIN TOGETHER AS ONE HILTON  

FAITH COMMUNITY FOR THIS SPECIAL SERVICE! 



Christian Unity: What It Is/What It Isn’t 

 

Some Christians get nervous when you begin to speak of            
Christian unity. For some, the first image that comes to mind is 
the ill-defined, conglomeration of denominations folks associate 
with the modern-day ecumenical movement. 

 

Willie White, in his folksy way, compared and contrasted            
Christian unity with ecclesiastical union this way. “You can take 
two tom-cats, tie their tails together and hang them over a 

clothesline. That may be union, but it sure ain’t unity!” 

 

First and foremost, Jesus defines the parameters of His prayer to be for “those who 
shall BELIEVE ON ME...” Before the followers of Jesus were ever called Christians, 
they were identified as “believers”. The focus of Jesus’ prayer is specifically on             
believers. Sadly today, there are some church leaders in wider Christendom who, by 
their own statements are better known for what they don’t believe than for what they 
do. By their unbelief they step outside the focus of Jesus’ prayer. 

 

Secondly, and closely related to the first, is Jesus’ reference to the source of belief 
“THROUGH THEIR (the Apostles’) WORD”. When the Apostles’ word and the truth 
of scripture is questioned, contradicted and denied, is it possible to still be considered 
a believer? The Paul counsels the Ephesians to take the shield of FAITH wherewith 
ALL the fiery darts of the enemy will be quenched. When the shield of faith is 
dropped, the darts of doubt turn folks into theological pin-cushions, leaving them            
seriously compromised if not shipwrecked altogether. 

  

Next, the primary concern for unity, or oneness, as Jesus prays for it, is for each            
believer to experience the kind of intimacy with the Father that Jesus knows and 
walks in - BE ONE, AS YOU ARE IN ME AND I AM IN YOU. Such intimacy had not 
been imagined since the Garden of Eden. Modeled by Jesus, this intimacy He              
described, “The words I speak are not my own but what I hear the Father say”, and, 
“What I see the Father do, that’s what I do.” When we are tuned into the Father’s 
heart, it is unthinkable to disregard another of the Father’s kids. Therefore loving God 
and loving one another are inseparable. 

 

Lastly, Jesus has a purpose in mind for this oneness, IN ORDER THAT THE WORLD 
MAY BELIEVE... This kind of unity of heart, mind, spirit and purpose trumps every 
argument that can be raised against the Gospel of God’s transforming love and grace. 

 

On the grace journey together with you, Lynwood 
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Serving our Community with the Love of Jesus! 

Pastor Lynwood has the opportunity of a lifetime.  He will be 

going to the Holy Land September  11th – 21st.  He will be 

traveling with a group of Pastors that he fellowships with at 

Wave Church.  In 2020 he was scheduled to go and it was 

cancelled because of COVID.  He has been looking forward to 

this trip  to be  able to  walk in the land that Jesus walked and 

to have so many new experiences that will be life changing.   

 

Several people that know about the trip  have asked if they would be able to give an 

offering to help with his travels.  The answer to that is “YES”.  If you would like to 

bless the Pastor with an offering you can make your check out to the church and 

make a notation on the church “Pastor's Trip”    You will receive credit for the giving 

on you’re your contribution statement at the end of the year.  What a blessing it 

would be to help our Pastor go to the Holy Land for a wonderful time of learning and 

spiritual renewal.   

 

Also, please spend time in prayer for him as he travels and visits Israel!  God is going 

to bless us through him because of this trip! 

Budget   $3355.00 

Cash in Cash out– COP Rent  $900.00 

Cash in Cash out– Sonshine Kids  

$28.00 

Cash in Cash out– Craft Show $80.00 

Cash in Cash out– Doors  $35.00 

Food Pantry  $225.00 

PORT   $250.00 

Pure Water Pure Love  $150.00 

Total Deposit  $5023.00  



Donations for PORT 

Collecting New and gently used underclothes for men and women.  (Boxer Briefs for 

Men, Bras, panties Undershirts) We also need thermals.   Place them  in the Mission 

Outreach corner or church office  

   

                                    Missions Outreach—Pam Cooke 660-4226 

Food Pantry at HBC 

HBC gives food away  on Tuesdays and Thursday.   See Sue Monfalcone  

 to volunteer and for more information on how you can help.  Bring your                                 

non-perishable food to restock  the  pantry the last Sunday of every month.   We have 

given out a lot of food recently so any donations would be appreciated. Next collection 

is August 28th.  

 Aluminum Cans 

 Recycle your cans at HBC and help Support missions!  Bring them to HBC and place 

them in the gym or the church office.  All money collected goes to missions!    

Pray for our Missionaries 

KW (Central Asian People) Sarah Lee (East Asian People) EM, JT (European People) 

DT ( Northern African and Middle Eastern People) WJ (South Asian People) CB, RB 

(Southeast Asian People) Efren Burciaga, Brandon Reimus (AZ)  Adam Llovet (IN)  

Chris Housewright (LA) Benjamin Fleet (MI) Stan Williams  (NJ) Jeremy DiBArtolo 

(OH) Julio Crespo (OK) Jesse Weeks (WY) 

Community Dinner 

Friday,  August 26th our next  community dinner.  5:30pm– 6:30pm We will need 

help and would love you to come out and connect with the community!  Hope to see 

you there. 

Serve the City Peninsula 

Serve the City Peninsula has many exciting ways in which you can serve.  Visit their 

website and check it out,  https://www.stcpeninsula.com  or contact Pam and she will 

be able to put you in the  right direction.  

WMU September Project 

Thanks to all who brought school supplies for Sedgefield Kindergarten !  Don’t forget 

to pray for the staff, faculty and students as they start the new year! 

 

 

 

 

 



Lock up/ Hall Monitor 

8/28—Service will be at First United Methodist 9/4  Robbie Ayscue 

Counter 

8/29 No counting  9/6 Margaret Upole  

Kids Church Helper  

4/28 No Kids Church– service at FUMC  9/4 Kathy Caskie 

 

Happy Birthday in August 

8/19 Barry Surber 

8/30 Janice Harvey 

8/31 Pat Schell  

 

Calendar 

Tuesday, August 23rd 

1pm– 2pm Food Distribution 

Wednesday, August 24th 

7pm Facebook Bible Study 

Thursday, August 25th 

Office Closed– Dreama is off 

 No Food  Distribution 

Friday,  August 27h 

5:30pm-6:30pm  

Community Dinner 

Sunday, August 28th 

There will be no kids church. Hilton Area 

Churches will be having a combined            

service at First United Methodist Church 

10am.  Please plan on attending.  

Tuesday, August 30th 

1pm-2pm Food Distribution 

Wednesday, August  31st 

7pm Facebook Bible Study 

Thursday, September 1st 

No Food Distribution 

Sunday, September 4th  

10am Live Worship at HBC 

Virtual Worship Online 

10am Sonshine Kids 

 

 

The Church office will be closed 

on Monday, September 5th for 

Labor Day 



 

Annual Fall Bazaar  

Saturday,  

September 24th   

9am-3pm 

 

Vendor applications are still available 

 

QUILT TICKETS! 

On sale  

See Tracy Venable or the church office 

  

HELP IS NEEDED!   

Sign up in the Connection Center! 

We need greeters, people to help with vendors setting up and          taking 

down, Kitchen help and clean up.  We will also help on     Friday, Septem-

ber 23rd to assist the vendors getting their things to their spaces.  Contact, 

Tim, the church office or sign up in the Connection Center!   

 

BAKE SALE!  

Can you make a couple of items for the bake sale.  See 

Brenda Egnot, Debbie Marfa or Laura Jordan.   

 

Spread the word and invite your friends! 

It’s gonna be a great day! 

 

 



God’s Great Puzzle  
 

Would you agree that nothing is so disappointing as when 
you are completing a jigsaw puzzle and discovering that 
one last piece is lost. The 2500 piece puzzle looks broken 
without it. It’s incomplete, so the whole message isn’t 
there. That ultimate pinnacle is not reached … the beauty 
of the puzzle is diminished. 

 

Wow, isn’t it the same as God and his Word? 
  

Like a puzzle, the body of Christ consists of many parts, which together make a             
complete picture. God has equipped each believer with particular gifts needed to do 
what God has called him or her to do. When that person is missing or not able to  
carry out his role, an important part of God’s plan is missing. The picture is                
incomplete. Not only does that person miss out on being part of God’s great puzzle, 
but all the other pieces are affected too. They won’t connect as a whole. 
 

God has a perfect plan for His body of believers … including you! Like the pieces of a 
puzzle, each one of us has a specific place and a specific task to fulfill. When every 
piece is in its God-designed place, the picture is perfect. But when just one piece is 
missing, the body is incomplete and Satan gains. 

 

So, when you see others struggling, realize that you are hurt when they aren’t able to 
fulfill their roles. You are part of that incomplete mosaic of believers. Look to help 
those who struggle, not only because God calls you to “care for the least of these,” but 
also because you will benefit from being part of a complete picture. 

 

Today, take ownership of your place in the puzzle. Are you a lost piece … one that 
dropped off the table? Are some of your edges worn down or jagged … not fitting 
smoothly into the other pieces? Ask for feedback today from 2 people who are close 
to you. How can you fit better into God’s puzzle? Your decisions can sabotage God’s 
perfect fit, so align your decisions with God’s ways. Stop working against God.   
Working with your God-designed fit will lead to a pleasurable and easier life. The 
kind of puzzle piece you are is your decision, so choose well. 

 

Prayer: Father God, Thank You for letting me know that I am an important part 
of Your Grand puzzle. And thank You, Father, for equipping each member of 

Christ’s body, the church, to do what You have called him or her to do. Help me to 
be aware and sensitive as You lead me to do my part. Instead of judging or              
ridiculing others who are struggling, help me encourage and assist them in          

fulfilling what You have called them to do. I ask this in the name of the ultimate   
picture on the puzzle box, Jesus Christ; and all God’s children say – Amen! 



Guard Your Heart 
 

The Bible says, “Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the                  
wellspring of life.” (Pro 4:23) 
  

You are the overseer of your heart. Each day you must monitor what goes on there. 
You can’t blame your bad attitude, resentment and unforgiveness on others. You are 
responsible! When somebody offends you, it’s up to you whether or not you let                 
bitterness take root.  You can’t control what other people do, but it’s the “inside” part 
– the part you can control – that God holds us accountable for. You get to decide 
whether or not irritation turns into anger, anger into resentment, and resentment  
into retaliation. 
 

The reason weeds take over a garden is because the gardener doesn’t pull them up 
fast enough. When your garden is choked by weeds you can’t say, “I don’t know how 
it happened!” “Look diligently,” you will see them moving in. The only way to stay 
free of the weeds the enemy wants to sow in your life is to be attentive to the condi-
tion of your heart. 
 

When you’re faced with a hurtful, offensive situation, refuse to let a wrong attitude 
take root and produce bad fruit. Instead, ask God to help you replace those                       
destructive thoughts with mercy and forgiveness towards the people who hurt you.  

 

The Last Impression 

The pastor enjoyed sharing a special “children’s message” each           
Sunday morning. He’d bring all the children up, and they’d sit on 
the floor, and he’d tell them a story. One day he said, “Boys and 
girls, I want to tell you a story about someone who likes to live in the 
woods, but sometimes we can see him in our yards. Anybody have 
any idea who I am talking about?” 
 

No takers. He said, “I want to tell you about a creature that lives in the woods and 
sometimes in our yards, has a big bushy tail, likes to eat nuts. Anybody have any idea 
what I’m talking about?” 
 

No takers. He said, “I’m talking about a creature that lives in the woods, sometimes 
in our yards, big bushy tail, eats nuts, likes to climb trees, jumps from tree to tree—
now, does anybody know what I’m talking about?” 
 

One kid raised his hand to take him out of his misery. The pastor said, “Do you know 
what I’m thinking about?” 
 

The kid said, “Yeah. I know the answer should be Jesus, but it sure sounds like a 
squirrel to me.”  



God…Is He In Your Will? 

 

God Word commands us, “Lay not up for yourselves treasures 
upon earth, where moth and rust does corrupt, and where 
thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust does corrupt, and where thieves 
do not break through nor steal: For where your treasure is, there will your heart be 
also” (Matt. 6:19-21). 

 

By planning ahead in writing your will and choosing to leave part of your estate to 
the ongoing work of God’s Church, you can continue to fulfill God’s purpose even              
after your death. Sometimes I like to ask, “You want to be in God’s will… Shouldn’t 
He be in yours?” 

 

Your Last Will and Testament can stand as a final act of good stewardship.                     
Oftentimes a designation of the tithe, or simply one-tenth of your estate will far             
exceed beyond many tithes and offerings given at their present value. When we spec-
ify a portion of our inheritance to God first, we honor not only Him but our family 
and friends as well. 

 

God Himself has told us that everything belongs to Him: “The earth is the LORD’S, 
and the fullness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein” (Psa. 24:1). As good 
stewards, we must seek God’s will in deciding what we do with His gifts. We know 
that God accomplishes His purpose through those who seek to do His will, and that 
He has “has put in [our] hearts to fulfill His will” even after we are gone!                         
(Rev. 17:17). 

 

 God is doing some exciting new 
and powerful things through the 
faithful people of God at HBC… 

Please remember your                          
commitments and giving and be 

part of the miracle! 



 “The Bank Of Bad Habits” 
 

Here's a confession: I like and listen to Jimmy Buffett. I enjoy the 
escapism of being at the beach anytime I want to go, simply by             
listening to one of his songs. There's one song that I particularly  
enjoy due to its biblical basis. Its called the "Bank of Bad Habits." 
For those of you who listen to or have listened to Buffett in the past, 
it will be no surprise that it's a bouncy song with a beach/blues 
sound. 

 

The song talks about a “bank of bad habits” where we make deposits and                           
withdrawals. However, at this bank it's not money, CDs, etc. It's a bank where we  
deposit and withdraw our bad habits. Believe it or not, the bad habits he lists are, as I 
mentioned before, in the Bible. They are: pride, coveting, lust, anger, gluttony, envy, 
and sloth. One of the reasons I enjoy this song so much is that when I commit one of 
these sins a little song starts playing in my head. Can you guess which one? It seems 
almost as if it's God's comical way of reminding me of what I'm in the midst of.  
 

Another part of the song has the following lyrics: 

"Bank of bad habits - One by one they'll do you in. They're bound to take their toll." 
 

Here's the other truth of the song: these same habits, which at times can become 
idols we hide at all costs, will catch up with us some day. They will reveal us either at 
work, home, with our kids or spouse. Usually it's at the most inopportune time. 
Numbers 32:23 says, "... be sure your sin will find you out." 
 

How do we resolve these habits and sins? How do we break free from them? Pray, 
pray and then pray some more. We have to ask for forgiveness for each of them. 
Identify them one by one as best you can. We also need to truly repent of each sin, 
going so far as to ask God to help you break free. However, the decision is still                
ultimately up to you as to choosing God's will or your own. He will never let the 
temptation be stronger than what you can handle and He will always give                            
you a way out.  
 

No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he 
will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he 
will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it. 1 Corinthians 10:13 
 

To give Buffett some credit, one of the other lines in the song is: 

"So put away those alibis. 

You can't fool that Banker in the sky." 
 

Boy is that the truth! So what will it be today - a deposit or withdrawal? Or possibly a 
permanent closing of the account? 



We Can't See What Is Before Us 

As we make our way through this journey we call  life, consider 
the analogy of all the events before  us as being just over the top 
of a hill. We can't see them, or what really lies before us, but we 
still believe that all the answers to all of our questions can be 
found there. 
 

In a Peanuts comic strip, Lucy is speaking with Linus at the base 
of a hill. She says, "Someday I'm going over that hill and find the answer to my 
dreams... Someday I'm going over that hill and find hope and fulfillment. I think, for 
me, all the answers to life lie beyond these clouds and over the grassy slopes of that 
hill!" 
 

Linus removes his thumb from his mouth, points toward the hill, and responds, 
"Perhaps there's another little kid on the other side of that hill who is looking this 
way and thinking that all the answers to life lie on this side of the hill." Lucy looks at 
Linus, then turns toward the hill and yells, "Forget it, kid!" 
 

It seems that man is never satisfied; he is always looking for something else – he is 
looking for the answers to life in all the wrong places. Answers to life are always over 
the hill, just out of reach for many. 
 

We must realize that the answers to life are found in the word of God – not over 
some hill. Peter declared, "His divine power has given us everything we need for life 
and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and 
goodness. Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so 
that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the                 
corruption in the world caused by evil desires." (2 Peter 1:3-4). Remember, ALL that 
pertains to life and godliness are found in the word of God. Thus, "devote yourself to 
the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching" (1 Timothy 4:13), and 
you will find the answers to life. 
 

“Do It Again Dad!” 

After tucking their three-year-old child Sammy in for bed one 
night, his parents heard sobbing coming from his room. 
 

Rushing back in, they found him crying hysterically. He managed 
to tell them that he had swallowed a penny and he was sure he 
was going to die. No amount of talking was helping. 

 

His father, in an attempt to calm him down, palmed a penny from his pocket and 
pretended to pull it from Sammy's ear. Sammy was delighted. 
 

In a flash, he snatched it from his father's hand, swallowed, and then cheerfully           
demanded, "Do it again, Dad!" 



“The Glory Of Heaven!”  
 

“Heaven”—a word that fills the pages of history. It’s a word used 
by poets and songwriters, politicians and pagans. In some               
contexts, Heaven simply means the sky above or a wonderful             
experience. It symbolizes ideas with important meaning, even 
for atheists. 
 

For some, Heaven is a code word for their vision of God or concepts like fate or the future. 
George Washington, for example, issued an order in September 1776,  declaring that the 
country could be saved only with “the blessing of Heaven.” Benjamin Franklin told the 
American Constitutional Convention in June 1787 to implore “the assistance of Heaven.” 
 

Heaven is central to many civilizations. When he arrived in China in the 13th century, 
Marco Polo was impressed by “the City of Heaven,” which he called the greatest city in the 
world. 
 

But Believers should remember that Heaven is not an idea or concept. It’s real, and it’s our 
eternal destination. The Bible tells us that: 
 

Heaven is God’s “holy dwelling place” where He is enthroned and worshiped, 
(Deuteronomy 26:15),  

There we will spend eternity with Him (1 Thessalonians 4:17).  

There, Jesus has prepared a place for us (John 14:1).  

There, we should store our treasure (Matthew 6:20). 

There, we’ll receive our rewards (Matthew 5:12).  

In fact, Heaven is where we have our real citizenship – already! (Philippians 3:20). 
 

Some, like the Apostle John, actually have caught a glimpse of Heaven. John describes it 
in Revelation 21: 
 

“And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the 
Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God. It shone with the glory of 

God, and its brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as                 
crystal.12 It had a great, high wall with twelve gates, and with twelve angels at the 

gates. On the gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of Israel… The wall was 
made of jasper, and the city of pure gold, as pure as glass.” Revelation 21:10-12,18 

 

The reality is that nothing in this life can prepare us for the glories of Heaven. Paul said 
that God has prepared something so wonderful, it’s beyond our comprehension! Today, 
don’t allow the problems of today  blind you to the blessing of what God has promised to 
those who trust and believe in Him. Think about Heaven and all that God has prepared for 
you!  



The Last Impression 
 

Ol' Fred had been a faithful Christian and was in the hospital, near 
death. The family called their preacher to stand with them. 
 

As the preacher stood next to the bed, Ol' Fred's condition appeared to 
deteriorate and he motioned frantically for something to write on. The 
pastor lovingly handed him a pen and a piece of paper, and Ol' Fred used 
his last bit of energy to scribble a note, then suddenly died. The preacher 
thought it best not to look at the note at that time, so he placed it in his 
jacket pocket. 

 

At the funeral, as he was finishing the message, he realized that he was wearing the same 
jacket that he wore when Ol' Fred died. He said, "You know, Ol' Fred handed me a note just 
before he died. I haven't looked at it, but knowing Fred, I'm sure there's a word of inspira-
tion there for us all." 
 

He opened the note and read, "Please step to your left – you're standing on my oxygen 
tube!"  

  

“I Thought He Was Talking To You…” 
 

At the height of a political corruption trial, the prosecuting                   
attorney attacked a witness. "Isn't it true," he bellowed, "that you 
accepted five thousand dollars to compromise this case?" The             
witness stared out the window, as though he hadn't heard the 
question. 
 

"Isn't it true that you accepted five thousand dollars to                       
compromise this case?" the lawyer repeated. The witness still did 
not respond. 
 

Finally, the judge leaned over and said, "Sir, please answer the question." "Oh," the startled 
witness said, "I thought he was talking to you." 
 

I seem to have the same trouble when I'm preaching. Everybody thinks I'm talking to                
everyone else! :-) It's easy to listen to a sermon thinking, "Boy, I sure hope brother so-and-
so is listening to this one!" (I know, I've done it myself). It is crucial, though, that we listen 
to all messages that come from the word of God with the thought, "What does this have to 
say to me?" because only when I make personal application can I learn and grow. 

 

"Why do you look at the speck in your brother's eye, but do not consider the plank in your 
own eye? Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me remove the speck from your eye'; 
and look, a plank is in your own eye? Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own 

eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your                                                  
brother's eye."  (Matt.7:3-5) 


