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“Different Perspective in Persecution” 
 

Dear friends, don’t be surprised at the fiery trials you are going through, as if                     
something strange were happening to you. 1 Peter 4:12! 

 
Our life trials are not, as some suggest, a lack of faith or God's punishment, but a            
purifying tool that God uses to hone and refine His children - to develop our trust and 
dependence upon Him. God's purpose in each of our lives is to educate, discipline, and 
train us in righteousness and the fiery trials that come upon us are used by Him to try 
us, as the furnace tries silver - to cut deep into our fleshly nature and polish off all the 
fleshly dross that contaminates our new-life in Christ so that by grace through faith we 
will not murmur, but humble ourselves under the mighty hand of God, knowing that 
He has promised to exalt us in due time.  
 
So let us accept life's fiery trial as a beautiful training tool to conform us into                  
Christlikeness, and yield to His gracious training so that in the end, we will come forth 
as pure gold! 
 

This week we finish our “Different” message series, 
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

NEXT WEEK, August 28th, we will join our Hilton Area sister churches 
for one community-wide service hosted by First United Methodist 

Church at 10:00 AM. This means no Sunday morning worship at HBC on 
8/28/22. Joining us at FUMC will be St. Andrew’s Episcopal, Hilton 

Christian Hilton Presbyterian and Trinity Lutheran Church. 



Different Perspective in Persecution 

“Dear friends, don’t be surprised at the fiery trials you are             
going through, as if something strange were                                            

happening to you.”   1 Peter 4:12  
 

As Christians, we are citizens of heaven who are passing 
through a cursed world which is filled with condemned sinners 
who are in need of Christ's forgiveness... and God has given us 
everything we need to live a victorious Christian life in this            
fallen world.  

 

But too many Christians wrongly think that a victorious Christian life is a happy, 
trouble-free existence where every whim of our heart is magically fulfilled by some 
sugar-daddy in the sky, cherry-picking Scriptures that 'prove' this false                                 
interpretation of the Word while proclaiming that the problem of others results from 
their lack of faith. This could not be further from the truth.  
 

We are told that the world will hate us just as it hated Christ and that as Christians, 
we will face many difficulties and dangers, trials and tribulations. We are reminded 
in Scripture of the men and women of faith who experienced shocking                         
ordeals - many of whom were slain with the sword, destitute, tormented, afflicted, 
and experienced terrible ordeals at the hands of wicked men and corrupt                           
governments. These were not the exception, but the rule. 
 

Over and again, we are warned that all believers will face fiery trials which will come 
to us in many shapes and guises. Nevertheless, we are promised Christ's sufficient 
grace because we are in union with Him, and His strength is perfected in us as we 
depend upon Him. 
 

We have already received all spiritual blessing in abundance, simply because we are 
in Christ - and in HIM we have all that we need to live godly lives, but nowhere in 
Scripture are we told that we will have the trouble free life that much of Christendom 
teaches today - rather we are informed of the opposite. 
 

God uses our trials to hone and refine His children - to develop our trust and               
dependence upon Him. God's purpose in each of our lives is to educate, discipline, 
and train us in righteousness and the fiery trials that come upon us are used by Him 
to try us, as the furnace tries silver - to cut deep into our fleshly nature and polish off 
all the fleshly dross that contaminates our new-life in Christ so that by grace through 
faith we will not murmur, but humble ourselves under the mighty hand of God, 
knowing that He has promised to exalt us in due time. So let us accept life's fiery trial 
as a beautiful tool to conform us into Christlikeness, and yield to His gracious             
instruction so that in the end, we will come forth as pure gold. 
 

On the grace journey together with you, Lynwood 
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Serving our Community with the Love of Jesus! 

Pastor Lynwood has the opportunity of a lifetime.  He will be 

going to the Holy Land September  11th – 21st.  He will be 

traveling with a group of Pastors that he fellowships with at 

Wave Church.  In 2020 he was scheduled to go and it was 

cancelled because of COVID.  He has been looking forward to 

this trip  to be  able to  walk in the land that Jesus walked and 

to have so many new experiences that will be life changing.   

 

Several people that know about the trip  have asked if they would be able to give an 

offering to help with his travels.  The answer to that is “YES”.  If you would like to 

bless the Pastor with an offering you can make your check out to the church and 

make a notation on the church “Pastor's Trip”    You will receive credit for the giving 

on you’re your contribution statement at the end of the year.  What a blessing it 

would be to help our Pastor go to the Holy Land for a wonderful time of learning and 

spiritual renewal.   

 

Also, please spend time in prayer for him as he travels and visits Israel!  God is going 

to bless us through him because of this trip! 

Donations for PORT 

Collecting New and gently used underclothes for men and women.  (Boxer Briefs for 

Men, Bras, panties Undershirts) We also need thermals.   Place them  in the Mission 

Outreach corner or church office  

Due to the new panel boxes being put in we were not able to count this week.  It will 

be included in next weeks Deposit.  

Bazaar– September 24th  9am-3pm 

Vendor applications are still  available 

Quilt Tickets on sale– See Tracy Venable or the church office.  

HELP IS NEEDED!  Sign up in the Connection Center! 



Bazaar– September 24th  9am-3pm 

Vendor applications are still  available 

Quilt Tickets on sale– See Tracy Venable or the church office.  

HELP IS NEEDED!  Sign up in the Connection Center! 

See Tim Humphreys if you have any problems. 

Many thanks to everyone who helped with VBS in any-

way!   It was a great week.  We had 50 Registered.  It was 

great.  God gave us a wonderful and safe week.    Please 

don’t forget to say a prayer for the kids that attended.  It is 

my prayer that God will bring to their remembrance 

something that was said when they need it. 

 

You guys are awesome!  Thank you thank you!  

      Dreama  

Calendar 

Tuesday, August 16th 

1pm-2pm Food Distribution 

Wednesday, August  17th 

7pm Facebook Bible Study 

Thursday, August 18th 

No Food Distribution 

Sunday, August 21st 

10am Live Worship at HBC 

Virtual Worship Online 

10am Sonshine Kids 

 

 
 

Happy Birthday in August 

8/19 Barry Surber 

8/30 Janice Harvey 

8/31 Pat Schell  

Calendar 

Tuesday, August 23rd 

1pm– 2pm Food Distribution 

Wednesday, August 24th 

7pm Facebook Bible Study 

Thursday, August 25th 

Office Closed– Dreama is off 

 No Food  Distribution 

Friday,  August 27h 

5:30pm-6:30pm  

Community Dinner 

Sunday, August 28th 

There will be no kids church Hilton Area 

Churches will be having a combined service 

at First United Methodist Church 10am.  

Please plan on attending.  

 



                   Missions Outreach—Pam Cooke 660-4226 

WMU August Focus Project 

Our  July Focus for WMU is Pure Water Pure Love.  PWPL has a three fold mission: to           

supply missionaries with water filters, to provide the people they serve with wells that offer 

clean water  and to supply mission teams with water filers for use on                                                 

short term mission trips.   

WMU September Focus Project 

The September Project for WMU is Sedgefield School.  We have been contacted by them to 

help collect items for their Kindergarteners.  School starts early this year so we are going to 

go ahead and start collecting… 

Construction Paper Packs  Crayola Crayons (16 or 24) 

Crayola Washable  Markers  #2 Pencils 

Colored Pencils    Pink Erasers 

Playdough     Dry Erase Markers 

Wide Ruled Composition Notebooks Glue Sticks 

Water Color paints with brushes Zip Lock Bags (sandwich and gallon) 

Place your items in the Mission Outreach Corner 

Food Pantry at HBC 

HBC gives food away  on Tuesdays and Thursday.   See Sue Monfalcone   to volunteer and for 

more information on how you can help.  Bring your  non-perishable food to restock  the  pan-

try the last Sunday of every month.   We have given out a lot of food recently                                              

so any donations would be appreciated. 

 Aluminum Cans 

 Recycle your cans at HBC and help Support missions!  Bring them to HBC and place them in 

the gym or the church office.  All money collected goess to missions!    

Pray for our Missionaries 

KC, VC (Central Asian People) RO (East Asian People) Jason Harris (European People) HG,  

SH, JR, KT  (Northern African and Middle Eastern People) JH (Southeast Asian People) JG 

(Sub-Saharan African People) Robby Pitt (CO) Carlos Finale, Jnmarc Molme                                     

(FL) Sherri Stragel (KY)  

Community Dinner 

Friday,  August 26th our next  community dinner.  5:30pm– 6:30pm We will need help and 

would love you to come out and connect with the community!  Hope to see you there. 

 

 



It Takes Just One 
 

In 1520, one person stepped off a Spanish ship in Mexico 
and caused the deaths of thousands of people. The man was 
a soldier under the leadership of Pánfilo de Narváez, and he 
had smallpox. The soldier didn't know it, but wherever he 
went he exposed the citizens to a new disease. As a result of 
the ensuing smallpox epidemic, many thousands of Mexican citizens died. 
 

One man. That's all it took. His contact with the unsuspecting Mexican people led to 
a horrible, painful scourge. The devastating effects of that disease traveled from one 
person to another, infecting a large segment of the population. 
 

The spread of any deadly disease is similar to the spread of a spiritual sickness that 
sometimes strikes churches—the disease of gossip and unedifying words (Ephesians 
4:29, 30, 31, 32). 
 

It's not unusual for a happy and well-adjusted congregation of people to be infected 
after just one person introduces gossip. Soon dissension is running rampant among 
people who had been eagerly working together, and the church finds itself spending 
more time on damage control than on ministry. 
 

Each of us should be careful not to spread the sickness of gossip. Instead, let's use 
our words to strengthen and encourage one another. 

 

“A careless word may kindle strife, 

A cruel word may wreck a life; 

A timely word may lessen stress, 

A loving word may heal and bless.”—Anonymous 

 

Adam’s Suit 
 

A little boy opened the big and old family Bible with fascination, and 
looked at the old pages as he turned them. Suddenly, something fell 
out of the Bible, and he picked it up and looked at it closely. It was 
an old leaf from a tree that had been pressed between the pages. 
 

'Momma, look what I found,' the boy called out. 
 

'What have you got there, dear?' his mother asked. 
 

With astonishment in the young boy's voice, he answered: 'I think it's Adam's suit!' 



Dealing With Anxiety  

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything 
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, 

which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”                       

Philippians 4:6-7 
 

Whether we are lifelong Christians, or new Christians who have just come to know 
the love of God, especially during these difficult days, we can all struggle with the 
same thing:  dealing with anxiety and trusting God. 
 

Even beyond the accentuated concerns of the Covid19 virus, we have all had                 
situations in our lives when we have struggled to put our trust in God. Whether it’s a 
situation at work, a prayer that God hasn’t seemed to answer, or a big decision we 
have to make, we have all found ourselves searching for the right answer on our own 
instead of trusting that God has a plan. 
 

I didn’t have the privilege of growing up in what I would consider a Christ-centered 
home. My dad was a good and honorable man, but he was very quiet about his beliefs 
and was never a church goer as such. My mother was of a quieter temperament             
herself by nature, however she did see the need and blessing of church attendance. 
So, I was enrolled in the nursery and grew up in the church with various role models 
there to guide me in the development of my faith. 
 

So, I am especially grateful for the local church where I grew up because it was there 
where I found godly examples of how to put my trust in God and how to put my faith 
in him. But, like most people, even with that good spiritual foundation, I have found 
myself in seasons of spiritual dryness and lacking trust in God with situations in my 
life. 
 

Trusting God’s plan often doesn’t happen automatically. It’s a choice and a                         
commitment I have to make daily to focus on God in my situations and to thank him 
for what he has done and what he will do.  
 

Proverbs 46 tells us to “trust in the Lord with all our heart and lean not on our own 
understanding.” No matter our circumstances, our gaze should remain the same:             
focused on the power of the Christ and wanting his will to be done in our lives.  
 

As for the freedom from anxiety and the peace we are seeking, it will never be found 
in terms of our intellectual pursuits alone. The peace Christ offers is that which 
“surpasses understanding” according to Philippians 4:7. It by passes our minds and 
goes deep into our spirits where the core of our emotions may be found. It is here 
that our bondage to fear and anxiety are broken and we are set free by the power of 
Christ! 



Online donations to HBC may be made at any time from the comfort of your own 
home or any place with internet access. Online donations are credited to your tax 
statement for the end of the year (except when made anonymously), and each user 
can change his or her preferences or desired donation amounts at any time. You can 
make a one-time gift of recurring donation. 

• No need to hassle with checks or cash 

• Totally secure encrypted 24/7 web-based access 

• Easily schedule recurring donations to fit your pay periods 

• Debit / Credit card option allows you to take advantage of rewards such as air 

miles or cash bonuses. Visa, Mastercard, Discover and American Express are                       

accepted 

• No need to share bank account information as you enter it directly into the Online 

Giving 100 % secure site 

• Allows you to give even if you are unable to attend services 

• Contribution amount is easily adjusted as desired or needed 

       Option to remain anonymous 

 

Try it today at www.HiltonBaptist 

Church.com! 

 

God is doing some exciting new 

and powerful things through the 

faithful people of God at HBC!  

 

Please remember your tithing 

commitments and giving and be 

part of the ongoing miracle!  

“The Benefits To You & HBC!” 



HILTON CHURCHES CELEBRATE WORSHIP 

TOGETHER ON AUGUST 28TH at 10:00 am 

First United Methodist is hosting church! 

 

LET’S JOIN TOGETHER AS ONE HILTON  

FAITH COMMUNITY FOR THIS SPECIAL SERVICE! 

 

Hilton Presbyterian              1st UMC                Trinity Lutheran 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hilton Christian     St. Andrews Episcopal     Hilton Baptist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did You Hear The Story… 

I heard the other day about a man who was a stranger wandering in 
an upscale neighborhood.  
 

The man approaches one of the houses and knocks on the door and 
when the owner of the house answers, the man explains that he is 
homeless and asks him for a meal.  

 

The owner replies that he would be happy to feed the man in exchange for some honest             
labor. He tells the homeless man to go into the garage, get a can of paint from the shelf, and 
put a fresh coat of it on his porch. 
 

Fifteen minutes later, the wealthy man hears a knock at his door again. 
 

When he opens the door, he is greeted again by the homeless man who says, "Hey I'm all 
finished up with that paint job, but you should know that's a BMW in there, not a Porsche." 



Be Encouraged! 
 

In times like these it is easy to get fearful, saddened, and            
depressed. Every person you know needs to be encouraged at 
one point or another. Everyone needs to have someone in 
their lives who is willing to listen to their stories and tell 
them they are loved. 

 

I can remember some of the most tender moments with my mother. We would just sit 
at her dinner table and talk. She would tell me what she was thinking—usually about 
her time with my father or other special memories from her past. I would listen to her 
intently, as if I were hearing her stories for the first time. I knew it meant a great deal 
to her. 
 

But then came one of the most painful days in both our lives. My mother had a                   
devastating stroke. She was paralyzed and could no longer speak. From then on, she 
couldn’t say anything to me—not a word. 
 

Although it was extremely difficult to bear, I was thankful we'd not wasted the                 
opportunities God had given us to express our love for one another. It gave me com-
fort to know we had not taken those times for granted. I was certain my mother under-
stood how very much I cared for her. 
  

Experiences such as these serve to remind us all: Make the most of the opportunities 
God gives you to love and encourage others. 
 

Galatians 6:10 teaches, “While we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and 
especially to those who are of the household of the faith.”   
 

Today is the only certain day we have, especially with those we love. The past is gone 
and can never be relived. And there are no guarantees of tomorrows. Today is our gift 
that we must treasure above all. “Carpe Deum,” “seize the day,” this very moment to 
be an encouragement to that someone you love. 
 

One of my favorite instructions from the Apostle Paul reads: “Praise be to the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, 
who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with 
the comfort we ourselves receive from God. 5 For just as we share abundantly in the 
sufferings of Christ, so also our comfort abounds through Christ” 2 Corinthians 1:3-5. 
 

Encouragement is like comfort. We give that which we have first been blessed to             
receive. What about you? Is there someone in your life who needs to know how much 
you love him or her? Is there someone who would be encourage from your kind words 
or listening ear? Has the Father impressed upon your heart others to whom you 
should minister? If so, I encourage you to make the most of the opportunities God 
gives you. 



God And Your Stress  

“Don't fret or worry. Instead of worrying, pray. Let 

petitions and praises shape your worries  into            

prayers, letting God know your  concerns.  Before 

you know it, a sense of God's wholeness, everything 

coming together for good, will come                                     

and settle you down.”  Philippians 4:6-7, The Message 

 

We live in a stress-filled world, whether you fight the traffic on a busy freeway and bite your 

nails because you are going to be late for work, or you live in the province and worry about 

not having enough money to pay for the medicine your child needs to get well.   The factors 

causing stress may be different, but stress is everybody’s problem today. 

 

How do we combat it?  Do God’s children have an inside to coping?  Or, perhaps, the better 

question is, “Should they have means of coping with stress that their non-religious                   

counterpart lacks?” 

 

Research has also demonstrated something which insurance companies should pick up 

on.  Those who believe that God is in control of their lives, and trust Him to do what they 

can’t, live with less stress and have fewer heart attacks. 

 

Question:  Who is in control of your life?  Yes, I acknowledge that doesn’t eliminate the 

problem you have of coping with a boss who is difficult on a good day and impossible on a 

medium-to-bad day.  But when you take what the New Testament says literally and apply it 

to your life, it makes a big difference. 

 

Try to begin each day by taking at least 15 minutes to read and meditate on Scripture,                    

perhaps starting with the Psalms, and then commit the needs of your day to the Lord, asking 

Him to deal with those difficult situations which make for stress in your life. 

 

Learn the power of prayer and what it does, not only for the person for whom you pray but, 

for you as well.  “Prayer Changes Things,” reads the little motto which hung on the wall of 

many homes I’ve visited.  I understand what that means, but I’ve come to learn that prayer 

changes people and people change things. 

 

Knowing that God is your heavenly Father helps you to put life in perspective and realize 

that 50 years from now, perhaps even 50 days from now, it just won’t matter.   

 

Your relationship with God will count even when the stars have burned themselves out and 
become cinders.  Because God loves you and is in control of your life, a lot of what causes 
stress just isn’t worth the cost of worry. 



You Want To Be In God’s Will…                                           
Is He In Yours? 
 

God Word commands us, “Lay not up for yourselves 
treasures upon earth, where moth and rust does             
corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: 
But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust does corrupt, and where thieves 

do not break through nor steal: For where your treasure is, there will your heart be 
also” (Matt. 6:19-21). 
 

By planning ahead in writing your will and choosing to leave part of your estate to 
the ongoing work of God’s Church, you can continue to fulfill God’s purpose even           
after your death. Sometimes I like to ask, “You want to be in God’s will… Shouldn’t 
He be in yours?” 
 

Your Last Will and Testament can stand as a final act of good stewardship.                  
Oftentimes a designation of the tithe, or simply one-tenth of your estate will far              
exceed beyond many tithes and offerings given at their present value. When we  
specify a portion of our inheritance to God first, we honor not only Him but our             
family and friends as well. 
 

God Himself has told us that everything belongs to Him: “The earth is the LORD’S, 
and the fullness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein” (Psa. 24:1). As good 
stewards, we must seek God’s will in deciding what we do with His gifts. We know 
that God accomplishes His purpose through those who seek to do His will, and that 
He has “has put in [our] hearts to fulfill His will” even after we are gone!                         
(Rev. 17:17). 

   

God is doing some exciting new and 
powerful things through the faithful 

people of God at HBC… 

Please remember 

your commitments and giving and 
be part 

of the 

miracle! 

 


