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Today is the fourth and final Sunday of Advent. Our reading is Zechariah’s song on
the occasion of the birth of his son, John the Baptist. Packed with Old Testament
allusions, this song is primarily about God and the coming of the Messiah. God’s
promises and plan of redemption had been at work throughout biblical history
(vv. 68–75). Now a “horn of salvation” (v. 69) had been raised up, just as God had
promised to Abraham and foretold through many prophets. This Person would serve
God in perfect righteousness and bring divine mercy and deliverance to us who are
helpless to save ourselves.
Zechariah’s son, John, would prepare the way with a message of repentance and
forgiveness (vv. 76–77). He would be followed by the Messiah Himself, Jesus Christ
(vv. 78–79). He would bring spiritual light (see Isa. 9:2) and “guide our feet into the
path of peace.” Peace with God would come at a high price, paid by God Himself
through the death of His Son. While today’s parents wish all good things for their
child’s future, Jesus was born at Christmas in order to be “pierced for our
transgressions” and “crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us
peace was upon him, and by his wounds, we are healed”
Isaiah. 53:5.
“Father, thank you for your redeeming love that gave us eternal life,
joy, and peace in Christ. Help us to walk
worthy of your kingdom!
Join Us This Saturday, December 18th For A Potluck
Dinner and A Candle Lit Evening of Christmas Music
Dinner 6:00 pm / Christmas Musical 7:00 pm

“Christmas

Peace!”

The fourth and final Sunday of Advent in 2021 will be on Sunday,
December 19th. Advent is the season in which believers eagerly anticipate
the celebration of Christ’s birth The fourth Sunday of Advent we meditate
on the peace that Jesus brings our hearts and our world. Scripture is the
place we can find the promises of God.
2 Thessalonians 3:16 says, “Now may the Lord of peace himself give you
peace at all times and in every way. The Lord be with all of you.”
This fourth week of advent we focus our hearts on the “Lord of peace” who came down from
heaven in the form of a baby. God knows that we are in a constant battle against fear! Fear
wants to cripple us, to push us to react rather than carefully respond, and fear steals our joy.
God has given us the gift of peace so we can live joy-filled lives!
Over this Advent, would you pray that God’s unexplainable peace would be evident in your
heart and home. This year we all have faced so much chaos and uncertainty. God’s peace is
something we need to grab tightly onto more than ever. May God’s spirit transform the days
leading up to Christmas into a time to joyfully await our King!
The word Advent comes from the Latin word adventus, which means “coming.” Advent in the
4th and 5th century was a time of preparation for the baptism of new Christians. Christians
would spend 40 days in prayer and fasting to prepare for the celebration that accompanied
the baptism of new believers.
Today, we celebrate Advent over the four Sundays leading up to Christmas each year.
The Advent season is an invitation for us all to choose to set aside the fear and uncertainty
that has defined 2020. It’s a chance to be intentional about taking our focus off of the hustle
of the Christmas season.
We can also give to God the sadness that many may be feeling as many of us will need to
observe the holiday season differently this year. This fourth Advent Sunday we are reminded
that Jesus offers us peace in every season and nothing is impossible with him!
The fourth candle of Advent is called the “Angel Candle” and symbolizes peace. This name
comes from the fact that the angels announced that Jesus came to bring peace (Luke 2:14).
This week we are reminded that Jesus came to bring peace to our hearts and to our world!
On the grace journey to Christmas together with you, Lynwood

The Hilton Baptist Church Record
Lynwood Wells, Pastor
December 14, 2021
Budget $5874.00
Lottie Moon $1095.00
Chaplain Fund $25.00
Cash in Cashout– RR Sell of old Stove $74.00
Cash in Cashout– Coffee Fund $1.00
Cash in Cashout– Memory of Carolyn Miller for Sonshine Kids $25.00
Cash in Cashout– Honor of Dreama for Sonshine Kids $20.00
Food Closet- Honor of Sue Monfalcone $20.00
Total Deposit $7279.00
The last time to be able to give for 2021 is December 30, 2021. If you get offering
envelopes and attend church they will be in the Connection Center. If you are not
attending, they will be mailed to you. If you have any questions, please contact the
office.

Happy Birthday in December
Lock up/ Greeter

Derrick Moore 12/18

12/19 Joe Wircenski

Meghan St. Ours 12/19

12/26 Pam Cooke

Joyce Spiers 12/20
Bea Ware 12/22

Counter

Karen Simpson 12/25

12/20 Myrna Powell

Anne Edison 12/30

12/28 Joe Wircenski

Brenda Egnot 12/30

Serving our Community with the Love of Jesus!

Missions Outreach—Pam Cooke 660-4226
WMU Focus
The WMU Focus project for the month of December is socks for Hilton Plaza and also
money for the Chaplain’s Fund.
Food Pantry at HBC
HBC gives food away on Tuesdays and Thursday. See Sue Monfalcone
to volunteer and for more information on how you can help. Bring your
non-perishable food to restock the pantry the last Sunday of every month.
Aluminum Cans
Recycle your cans at HBC and help Support missions! Bring them to HBC and place
them in the gym or the church office. All money collected goes to missions!
Bread Give Away
We have changed the location of where we give bread on Sunday Mornings. Please
check the back of the church on the right hand side. It gives Sue more room to put the
goodies out for give away. Don’t leave on Sunday Morning without checking it out!
Pray for our Missionaries
Donna Maust (American People) LP (East Asian People) Dalese Stockwell (European
People) JS, JV (Northern African and Middle Eastern People)
CA (South Asian People) PB,JK (Southeast Asian People) NP (Sub-Saharan African
People ) Shane Dickey (AZ) Charlie Houck , Shawn Meyer (CA)
Gregoire Lubala (CO) Danny Slavich (FL) Troy Gause (LA) Corey Parker (MI) Jody
Ratcliffe (SC) Richard Lowe, Danny Rumple (WV)
Sedgefield Elementary School Outreach
We are collecting individually wrapped sweet treats and snacks to present to the
teachers and faculty of Sedgefield Elementary School when they return to school in
January 2022. We also will have cards for you to fill out on the
Mission Outreach table this Sunday. Make sure you pick up a few cards and write a note of encouragement to the staff/ faculty of Sedgefield School. Then return them to the Mission Outreach Table along with the snacks.
PORT Volunteers Needed– February 9-22, 2022
The sign up sheet to help will be near the Mission Outreach Table. Please sign up to
help where you can. If any questions, Contact Pam Cooke

From Tommie Wheeler
Dear HBC Church Family,
Enjoying your New Letter tremendously. Give my love to all especially
Lynwood.
With Love, Tommie

Calendar
Tuesday, December 14th

Tuesday, December 21st

1:00pm—2:00pm Food Distribution

1:00pm-2:00pm Food Distribution

Wednesday, December 15th

Wednesday, December 22nd

7:00pm Facebook Bible Study

7:00pm Facebook Bible Study

Thursday, December 16th

Thursday, December 23

1:00pm– 2:00pm Food Distribution

No Food Distribution

Saturday, December 18th

Friday, December 24th

Christmas Dinner and Musical
6:00pm

Christmas Eve Service 5:00pm
Saturday, December 25th

Sunday, December 19th

Merry Christmas

10am Live Worship at HBC

Sunday, December 26th

Virtual Worship Online

10am Live Worship at HBC

Sonshine Kids

Virtual Worship Online
Sonshine Kids

Collected to Date: $1105.00

“You

Can Overcome Your Fears”

“When I am afraid, I will put my trust in You.” – Psalm 56:3
Is fear causing you to hide from somebody today? Your boss? Your
husband or wife? Your strong-willed child? Your grouchy ? When
God asked Adam, “Where are you?” he replied, “I hid... I was
afraid...” (Genesis 3:9-10) And we’ve all been hiding from things
ever since! We hide behind forced smiles, agreeable words we
don’t mean and social rituals we detest. Or worse, we hide behind
things we do believe but don’t express because we are afraid of what people might
think or say.
Short-term, it may be easier to act as if things don’t bother you, or pretend to agree
when, in reality, you disagree. But long-term it doesn’t work, because peace isn’t the
absence of discord. When we remain silent in order to avoid confrontation, we just
end up avoiding something far more important: relationships.
So rise up and say, “When I am afraid, I will put my trust in You.” Confront your
fears, come out of hiding and start living.
“The Last Impression... “
A guy was on the side of the road hitchhiking on a very dark
night and in the middle of a storm. The night was rolling on
and no car went by. The storm was so strong he could
hardly see a few feet ahead of him. Suddenly he saw a car
coming toward him and stop.
Without thinking about it, the guy got into the back seat,
closed the door and then realized there was nobody behind
the wheel! The car started slowly; the guy looked at the
road and saw a curve coming his way. Scared, he started to pray begging for his life.
He hadn’t come out of shock, when just before he hit the curve, a hand appeared
through the window and moved the wheel. The guy, paralyzed in terror, watched
how the hand appeared every time right before a curve.
Gathering his strength, the guy finally jumped out of the car and ran to the nearest
town. Wet and in shock, he went to a restaurant and started telling everybody about
the horrible experience he went through.
A silence enveloped everybody when they realized the guy was serious. About half an
hour later, two guys walked in the same restaurant. They looked around for a table
when one said to the other, “Look John, that’s the dummy who got in the car when
we were pushing it.”

Finding Peace This Christmas
Christmas is my favorite time of the year. I love to give gifts, spend time with family
and friends, and sing Christmas carols. Most of all, I love to think about what the
Lord has done for us – how He was willing to leave His home in Heaven and come to
this earth as the Prince of Peace…how He wrapped Himself in flesh and blood and
gave His life as a ransom for humankind.
However, I realize many believers struggle to find God’s joy and peace this time of
year. Because of financial pressures, strained relationships, health problems, or just
the busyness of the holidays, Christmas can be a season of stress, pain, or depression
rather than joy.
Sometimes we forget that Jesus was born into very difficult times, much like many
people face today. His family knew what it was like to experience political upheaval,
economic stress, and rejection. It would have been easy for them to feel anxious or
hopeless at times.
Even though I’m sure Mary and Joseph experienced great joy at Jesus’ birth, their
outward circumstances were certainly not very appealing…The birth occurred far
away from their home in Nazareth, and the inn had no room for them.
They spent this very special occasion among animals in
a stable, and the Lord Jesus had a feeding trough for His
bed. In addition to the difficulties of their immediate
situation, I’m sure they had many concerns about how
God would provide for them in the future.
So if you’re facing some challenging circumstances this
holiday season, you are not alone. That’s exactly what
the first Christmas was like!

“The Benefits To You & HBC!”

Online donations to HBC may be made at any time from the comfort of your own
home or any place with internet access. Online donations are credited to your tax
statement for the end of the year (except when made anonymously), and each user
can change his or her preferences or desired donation amounts at any time. You can
make a one-time gift or a recurring donation. No need to hassle with checks or cash
1. Totally secure encrypted 24/7 web-based access
2. Easily schedule recurring donations to fit your pay periods
3. Debit / Credit card option allows you to take advantage of rewards such as air
miles or cash bonuses. Visa, Mastercard, Discover and American Express are
accepted
4. No need to share bank account information as you enter it directly into the Online
Giving 100 % secure site
5. Allows you to give even if you are unable to attend services
6. Contribution amount is easily adjusted as desired or needed
7. Option to remain anonymous
Try it today at www.HiltonBaptist Church.com!

God is doing some exciting
new and powerful things
through the faithful people
of God at HBC!
Please remember
your tithing commitments
and giving and be part
of the ongoing miracle!

Children’s Christmas Workshop!
Everyone had a super great time! 36 kids and 17 helpers . We had crafts, songs,
games, food, so much fun and a whole lot about Jesus!
Thanks to all who helped make it a great success!

Our Greatest Need
If our greatest need had been information... God would have
sent us an educator;
If our greatest need had been technology... God would have
sent us a scientist;
If our greatest need had been money, ...God would have sent
us an economist;
If our greatest need had been pleasure, ...God would have
sent us an entertainer;
But our greatest need was forgiveness, ,,.So God sent us a Savior.
One Solitary Life
He was born in an obscure village, the child of a peasant
woman. He grew up in another obscure village where he
worked in a carpenter shop until he was thirty,
He never wrote a book. He never held an office. He never went
to college. He never visited a big city. He never traveled more
than two hundred miles from the place where he was born.
He did none of the things usually associated with greatness.
He had no credentials but himself. He was only thirty-three.
His friends ran away . One of them denied him. He was turned
over to his enemies and went through the mockery of a trial.
He was nailed to a cross between two thieves. While dying, his
executioners gambled for his clothing the only property he
had on earth. When he was dead, He was laid in a borrowed
grave through the pity of a friend.
Nineteen centuries have come and gone, and today Jesus is the central figure of the
human race. And the leader of mankind's progress all the armies that have ever
marched, all the navies that have ever sailed, all the parliaments that have ever sat, all
the kings that ever reigned put together, have not affected the life of mankind on earth
as powerfully as that one solitary life…..
One Solitary Life was adapted from a sermon by Dr James Allan Francis in "The
Real Jesus and Other Sermons"
© 1926 by the Judson Press of Philadelphia

Believing And Acting On God’s Word
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds
said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that
has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” (Luke 2:15)
For those who demand more formality and reserve in their worship
encounters, they find themselves strangers to the true Christmas
story. If man were to script the Son of God’s birth, Jesus would have
been born in a palace or a mansion. The news of His birth would have
first been sent to one of the power brokers of the day, King Herod or
Caesar Augustus.
But, God’s script was completely different: no palace, but a manger surrounded by
animals... no power brokers, but the social outcasts of the day, a band of shepherds.
They were considered not trustworthy, and their work made them ceremonially
unclean and as a result they could not participate in worship.
After being surprised (and terrified) by a visit from the angel of the Lord, and then a
large group of angels, the shepherds were confronted with what to do with the
message they heard: “Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he
is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11).
What did the shepherds do with the first announcement of the Gospel? They
believed!
Their immediate response was: “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
happened, which the Lord has told us about” (Luke 2:15). They don’t stop to discuss
whether it’s exactly according to what was written in Daniel. They don’t question if
they really saw angels or if they’re just imagining things because they’re overworked.
They don’t get a religious leader to accompany them. They don’t even get cleaned up!
They hurry off to Bethlehem to find Mary, Joseph, and Jesus. They believed all that
God had told them!
What are you doing with what God has told you? Are you acting and reacting with
faith? Or are you discussing logistics? Bargaining with God? Nit-picking the
assignment? Putting out a fleece or getting another interpretation? Demanding more
scripted traditions?
What is God asking you to do today in faith? Just believe! If you will prioritize your
faith over formalities, you will be amazed at how the Spirit of God will begin to work
in your life... how He will work through you to reach a hurting world... and how He
will spread His message, love and power through your surrendered life to expand
His Kingdom!

Top “Bad Christmas Gifts”
for Your Pastor!
You can file this under the “no one asked for it, but here it is”
category – the worst-ever Christmas gifts for your pastor!
•

The Left Behind Series “Practical Survivors Guide.”

•

A Monopoly Acts 16 “Get out of jail free” card.

•

A “Begats” Family Tree Chart.

•

A Christian Supply House “Woman At the Well” water
cooler.
•

A Gospeland Bookstore Fourth Watch Baptistry swimsuit

•

Golf Club Covers with the 12 Disciples’ Faces on Them

•

The Damascus Road auto fog Light (It’ll blind ya).

•

A bobble-head statue of the apostle Paul for the back of his car.

•

A Lifeway Dead Sea Bathroom Deodorizer

•

An Official Cokesbury Hellfire and Brimstone Backyard Grill

•

A half- size replica of the Popemobile
A rooftop hot tub.

And the absolute worst Christmas gift for your pastor...
Frankincense Aftershave

The Last Laugh...
In a small Southern town there was a “Nativity Scene” that
showed great skill and talent had gone into creating it. One small
feature bothered me. The three wise men were wearing firemen’s
helmets. Totally unable to come up with a reason or
explanation, I left.
At a “Quick Stop” on the edge of town, I asked the lady behind
the counter about the helmets. She exploded into a rage, yelling
at me, “You Yankees never do read the Bible!” I assured her that
I did, but simply couldn’t recall anything about firemen in the Bible. She jerked her
Bible from behind the counter and ruffled through some pages, and finally jabbed
her finger at a passage. Sticking it in my face she said
“See, it says right here, ‘The three wise men came from afar.’”

Christmas: God Is Love
“For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only
Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have
eternal life.” (John 3:16)
God loves you so much that he sent Jesus on a mission of love with
a message of love. Christmas is a yearly reminder that God loves
you. The Bible says God is love. It doesn’t say God has love; it says
God is love. Love is his nature; God is love.
God created the entire universe. He created this planet; he created
the human race; then, he created you because he loves you.
It could be said the reason you’re alive is because God created you as an object of his
love. God made you so he could love you and so that you could love him. God’s love
for you is the reason your heart is beating right now; it’s the reason you’re breathing.
God’s good news is that he loves you on your good days as much as he loves you on
your bad days. He loves you when you can feel his love, and he loves you when you
can’t seem to feel his love. He loves you regardless of whether or not you think you
deserve his love.
There is nothing you can do that will make God stop loving you. You could try, but
you simply can’t do it – because his love for you is based upon his character and not
on anything you do or say or feel.
God loves you so much that he sent his only Son, Jesus, into this world. Hear those
words again, “so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal
life” (John 3:16 NLT).
When the baby Jesus grows into a man, he will stretch his arms out as wide as the
cross, saying, “I love you this much! I love you so much it hurts. I love you so much
I’ll die for you so that I won’t have to live without you.”
God’s love surpasses all human knowledge, and it is difficult for any of us to grasp the
width and length and height and depth of God’s love for each one of us (Ephesians
3:17-19).
How would your life change if you deeply believed God loved you?
Ask God to help you in your unbelief. Then believe and be ready to receive His
answer. It will make this Christmas Day the best one you could ever

