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In uncertain times, God has  a  tendency  to  get  our  undivided attention,  isn’t  that  
true?    In fact I believe most of us would say that it was during a difficult time in our 

live,, perhaps  an illness, job loss, or something else that we came to a closer                 
relationship with God, or began to pray for the  first, or again more earnestly.  

 
There is something about uncertainty that often causes us to 

 look up and seek guidance instead of simply looking around to our dimly defined          
horizons. Likewise, it seems that we are able to see more clearly through the fog the 

more desperate we become. 
 

Think about and recall a time from your past that God made a way where you thought 
it would be impossible. Perhaps He used that experience to get your attention and          

began to turn your life around. 
 

If God has ever used chaos in the past to get your attention and bring you through 
rough and uncertain times, then just remember... 

 
“He's Still* Got the Whole World in His Hands!” 

 
Join us live at HBC 10:00 am this Sunday for a sanitized and safe                 

worship experience – Or tune into Facebook Live and join in with our 
virtual worship experience – Invite a friend! 

“Pray Until Peace Comes” 



 The Hilton Baptist Church Record  

Lynwood Wells, Pastor 

January 19, 2021 

Budget   $2395.00 

Budget Designated –In Memory of Tommy Batkins  $50.00 

Budget Designated– Initial Offering $10.00 

Cash in Cashout—Sonshine Kids in Honor of Dreama’s Birthday  $100.00 

Food Closet  $175.00 

PORT   $75.00 

Total Deposit   $2805.00 

 

December  Recap 

Budget Deposits  $28051.20 

Budget Expenses   $26,189.84 

Designated Deposits  $14,216.69 

 

RR Account     $16,076.28 

PDF  $5188.09 

RR   $10,511.78 

Deacons   $376.41 

 

Money Market   $98,536.55 

Savings  $87,869.16 

Outreach  $10,667.39 

 

Operating Designated $65, 957.70 

 

 



Getting Through The Tough Times!!  
 
Remember when the disciples were on the Sea of Galilee and a 
storm struck? (Read Matthew 14.) The wind and waves began in 
the evening and continued all night long. 
 
Meanwhile, Jesus was on a mountaintop praying, far away from 
the impending disaster. I’m convinced the disciples were praying 
for the storm to stop, or at least to be able to make it to the other 
side of the Sea and find safety on dry land. Jesus didn’t answer 
those prayers. Instead, He met them out on the Sea, walking on 
the water. Why? 
 

Why does human suffering occur and why does God not stop it? When we are going 
through trials and tribulations, we can hang our hats on this truth: God has a divine            
purpose in the pain. Our job is to trust Him through it and wait to see the spiritual fruit that 
accompanies it in the future. 
 
God has not promised us an easy life. Far from it! He has promised His children that he will 
be with us through those trials. Jesus meets us in the middle of the storm to build our faith 
and to teach us to worship Him in truth and spirit. 
 
Suffering produces a reliance on God in the heart of those who are consistently faithful. 
Suffering pushes others further from the Lord when their souls are unfaithful and bitter. In 
essence, tough times separate the wheat from the chaff. As we grow spiritually, God begins 
to show us His power and comfort as we go through the curve balls in life. 
 
When we do persevere and push through our difficult times, the comfort we receive from 
God can be used to bring others into the Kingdom of God. When non-believers experience 
trouble, it's the perfect opportunity for the believer to comfort them, love them, and under-
stand them.  
 
Because, like it or not, truth is that we live on a fallen planet where sin and suffering are the 
natural order of things. Suffering will continue until sin disappears; and that will not           
happen until the Second Coming of our Lord. 
 
Yet in the meantime, God still provides the grace and comfort we need to get through the 
difficult times. He speaks of the Holy Spirit’s work in our  lives as being like a river of life 
that spring up from deep within our souls, Imagine a river after a rainstorm. The water 
overflows its banks because it cannot be contained. In the same way, God provides the Holy 
Spirit to bring an overflowing amount of comfort when times turn difficult. 
 
That comfort is always found when we trust  the Lord. It builds our faith and helps us shine 
a brighter light into a darkened world. What a great reminder that… “He’s *Still Got The 
Whole World In His Hands!” 
  

On the grace journey of travelling 2021 with you, Lynwood 



 

 

 

 

WMU – January Mission Emphasis 

Collecting money for PORT 

Serving our Community with the Love of Jesus! 

Serve The City – sign up: stcpeninsula.com 

Jan 24, 2:00-4:00 

Trash pick up and lawn maintenance Elmerton Cemetery (partnering w/ Hampton Roads 

Hikers) 

Food Pantry Focus 

Sunday, January 31   Pack the Pantry Sunday.  Bring your nonperishable items when 

you come to church OR if you do not attend in person worship come by Wednesday              

February 3-  4:00-6:00pm  Drive Thru Back   parking lot, pop your trunk and we do 

the rest! 

Hope Boxes for Appalachia 

We are doing boxes for the kids that are eastern  Kentucky deep in the   Appalachian 

Mountains.  Please pick up all the information in the Mission Outreach Corner. Boxes are 

due February 7th.  (Please notice the date change!) 

For additional information or if you have questions, contact Pam at 660-4226 

Pray for our Missionaries 

AE, CM (American People) WK (Central Asian People) BH (East Asian People)  JH 

(European People)  CD, JM (Northern African and Middle Eastern People)  Matthew 

Mueller (AZ) Kewon Foster (GA) Sean Sears (MA) Brett Toney (MN)  Amer Safadi 

(OH)  Datrio Bastias (WA) 



Happy Birthday for  the  next 

two weeks 

 

11/18 Debbie Riesbeck  

1/20 Scott Dillon 

1/23 Barbara Michie 

1/23 Estelle Westfall 

1/30 Carolyn Schaubach 

 

Please continue to keep our PORT guests 

and volunteers in your   prayers again 

this week.  Thanks to Pam for heading up 

this important ministry, we appreciate 

your love for the homeless                                          

Calendar 

Monday, January 18– PORT 

Tuesday, January 19– PORT 

1:00pm—2:00pm  Food Distribution 

Wednesday, January 20– PORT 

7:00pm  Facebook Bible Study 

Thursday,  January 21– PORT 

1:00pm—2:00pm  Food Distribution 

Friday,  January 22– PORT 

Saturday, January 23– PORT 

Sunday, January 24  PORT 

10am Live Worship at HBC 

Virtual Worship Online 

 Sonshine Kids 

Monday, January 25– PORT 

Tuesday, January 26 - PORT 

1:00pm– 2:00pm Food Distribution 

Wednesday, January  27 

7:00pm Facebook Bible Study 

Thursday, January 28 

1:00pm– 2:00pm Food Distribution 

Sunday, January 31–  

10am Live worship at  HBC 

Virtual Worship Online 

 Sonshine Kids 

Pack the Pantry Sunday 

 

 

Marilyn Hargrove has been moved to 

Sanders Rehab in Gloucester.  If you 

want to drop her a card.  

 

    Marilyn Hargrove 

    Sanders Rehab 

    Herron Cove #1 

     7375 Herron Cove Way  Room 7 

    Gloucester, VA  23061 

 

Jamie Bays is in the Regency.                 

Her address is  

      Jamie Bays 

      Regency Healthcare 

      112 Constitution Drive 

      York County, VA 23692 



Upcoming Kids Events 

February 7th– Super Bowl Sunday 10am 

Every kid wear your favorite sports shirt or jersey and 

come have some fun in kids church where we will learn 

about Jesus and lots of other activities 

 

Easter Egg Hunt/Party Saturday.  March 27th 

Two time slots are available.  You have to sign up.  

12:00-1:30pm    OR   2:00pm—3:30 

 

With COVID, only a certain number of kids can come at a time.  We will be having the 

function at the Church.  This is open to church kids and the  grandkids of our church 

family.   Call now to register. 

 

Lots of fun, crafts, prizes , egg hunt and the Easter Bunny.  

 

Helpers are needed for both times.  (Limited helpers are needed)  If you want to help, 

let me know.  You will only  need to work one time slot! 

 

Sonshine Kids Church Every Sunday at 10am 

We have a safe place for your child to come and worship with us.  We meet in the  

Connection Center downstairs and at 10am we go in and enjoy worship with the 

adults.   After worship, we go to the Kids Suite on the second floor where we are social 

distanced.  Pictures are here to show you (on the back) 

 

When coming in the church everyone’s temperature is taken. Everything in the             

Sanctuary is sanitized before the service as well as the Kids Church Room.  When we 

play games, if it is a group game, we still remain social distanced and we use plastic 

gloves (that is just added fun!) If we have a craft, the kids each have their own             

supplies , they  do not share.  When Church is over, you can come and get your kid 

from the  

Connection Center.  You don’t have to come  upstairs.  



This is where the kids 

sit for worship with 

the adults.  We go in 

right at 10am.   

Entrance to Kids 

Suite.....We made our 

own snowy area!   THE 

KIDS WANT SNOW!!! 

This is the set up in the 

kids Church.  We have 

room for more kids.   We 

are distanced and                   

sanitized weekly.  



Almost… 
 
You know, there is probably nothing more consistent about 
life than its inconsistencies. 
 
The world says: "Life is like a tossed salad. You stick in your 
fork & you never know for sure what you're going to get." The 

world says: "Life is like a roller coaster with its ups & downs & twists & turns, & you 
never really know what will happen next." 
 
But if there is one very strong message that comes to us from Calvary, it is that God 
is able to take all the inconsistencies, all the fragments & pieces of our life & weave 
them together into a beautiful tapestry, just as He planned. 
 
And that is a message we need to hear. Because one day the sun shines, & the next it 
rains. One day we think everything is going our way, & the next our world comes 
crashing down around us. One moment we're young & healthy, & the next the doctor 
tells us that he has some bad news for us. 
 
Yet, Jesus is saying, "It really doesn't matter because all of you who have really            
committed yourselves to Me will find righteousness, & goodness, & victory, not            
defeat. You'll find that your despair is replaced with eternal hope, because that is the 
message of Calvary." 
 
So in the light of all that, our prayer ought always to be, "O God, almighty God, help 
us never, ever to look at the cross & see the One who died there without feeling the 
touch of a tear on our cheek, without feeling our hearts strangely moved & broken. 
Let us never come there, Lord, & just casually look at it, & almost be moved by it. 
But then turn away from it & go on with life as usual." 
 
You see, the ultimate tragedy is that in almost every worship service , there are often 
people who need to, and are almost ready to make a decision. There are people who 
stand right on the brink of saying, "I surrender all. I'm going to follow Jesus." And 
they almost do it. 
 
Others are just like those soldiers casting dice at the feet of Jesus. They're so             
engrossed in what they're doing that they never look up & let the message sink in & 
make a change in their lives. They're near & yet so far. 
 
Our goal should always be that we offer the invitation of Jesus, praying that if you're 
almost there, you won't turn away. It is the invitation of our Savior & our Lord. I              
really don't know how anybody can say "No" to Him. But some do. I pray that you 
will not, that you will answer "Yes," a new and refreshed commitment to Christ!  



The German Shepherd, Squirrel and Panther 
 
One day an old German Shepherd starts chasing rabbits and  
before long, discovers that he's lost. Wandering about, he            
notices a panther heading rapidly in his direction with the           
intention of having lunch. 
 

The old German Shepherd thinks, "Oh, oh! I'm in trouble now!" 
 
Noticing some bones on the ground close by, he immediately 

settles down to chew on the bones with his back to the approaching cat.  
 
Just as the panther is about to leap, the old German Shepherd exclaims loudly,         
“Boy, that was one delicious panther! I wonder if there are any more around here?" 
 
Hearing this, the young panther halts his attack in mid-strike, a look of terror comes 
over him and he slinks away into the trees. 
 
"Whew!" says the panther, "That was close! That old German Shepherd nearly had 
me!" 
 
Meanwhile, a squirrel who had been watching the whole scene from a nearby tree, 
figures he can put this knowledge to good use and trade it for protection from the 
panther. So, off he goes. 
 
The squirrel soon catches up with the panther, spills the beans and strikes a deal for 
himself with the panther.  
 
The young panther is furious at being made a fool of and says, "Here, squirrel, hop 
on my back and see what's going to happen to that conniving canine!" 
 
Now, the old German Shepherd sees the panther coming with the squirrel on his 
back and realizing the squirrel has probably given away his secret thinks, "What am I 
going to do now?" but instead of running, the dog sits down with his back to his           
attackers, pretending he hasn't seen them yet, and just when they get close enough to 
hear, the old German Shepherd says... 
 
"Where's that squirrel? I sent him off an hour ago to bring me another panther!" 
 

Moral of this story... 
 

Don't mess with the old dogs... Age and skill will always 
 overcome youth and treachery.  Brilliance generally  only comes with                                             

age and experience! 



God Can Turn It Around! 
 
When a tragic accident left Will Mitchell with disfiguring 
burns, he decided to focus on his possibilities, not his                 
problems. Although he’d lost his fingers, he learned to fly an 
airplane solo. 
 
Then one day while flying from Colorado to California, ice 
caused his plane to crash. Paralyzed from the waist down (and 

you think you’ve got problems), Mitchell was understandably depressed about being 
confined to a wheelchair for life.  
 
Then a friend gave him the same advice he’d earlier given to her: “It doesn’t matter 
what happens to you. What matters is what you decide to do about it.”   
  
So Mitchell adopted the “Triple-A Formula.” 
 
1. Accept what has happened. Otherwise you live in denial, or open yourself to           
resentment and self-pity. 
 
2. Appreciate what you can learn from it. Built into every painful experience is the 
potential to be wiser, stronger and more effective for God.  
 
3. Adapt to the new opportunities it presents. It was darkness that drove Edison to 
keep searching until he discovered a source of light (and it can do that for you, too).  
 
Since then, Will Mitchell has held public office, found love, and given hundreds of 
talks. He says, “Before I was paralyzed there were 10,000 things I could do, now 
there 9,000. Should I focus on 1,000 things I can’t do?  No, I’d rather concentrate on 
9,000 ways in which life is still good.”  
 
So, whatever we’re facing today, it’s not too big for God. It can be turned around 
through “His power that is at work within us.” (Ephesians 3:20) 
   
The Last Impression... 
 
A man went to his doctor complaining about having weird 
dreams. “Doc, I keep having these bad dreams. One night I’m a 
wigwam, the next I’m a teepee, wigwam, teepee every night.” 
 
"Am I going crazy?” 
 
The doctor replied, “No, you’ll be just fine. You’re just too 
tense.” 



Silver and Gold Cannot Satisfy  
 
“They will fling their silver into the streets and their gold 

will become an abhorrent thing; their silver and their 
gold will not be able to deliver them in the day of the 

wrath of the Lord. They cannot satisfy their appetite nor 
can they fill their stomachs, for their iniquity has become 

an occasion of stumbling.” Ezekiel 7:19  
 
Ezekiel described a time when disaster would come against Israel. But they were not 
prepared. And it was too late to act. 
 
They might have trusted in their own resources and abilities. But these disasters       
revealed how these things suddenly seemed meaningless and unimportant. They 
mattered so little that they would “fling their silver into the streets.” Even their gold 
would become “abhorrent.” Instead of being treasured, “their silver and their gold 
will not be able to deliver them.” 
 
Their armies and weapons couldn’t save them. Their riches and connections weren’t 
enough. None of these things could “satisfy their appetite” or “fill their stomachs.” 
Instead, their sin and iniquity had become so dominant that it had “become an              
occasion of stumbling.” 
How easy it can be for any of us to have the same expectations. To depend on armies 
and resources. Our skills and abilities. The things of this world. However, the only 
thing that really matters is our relationship with God. 
 
The Bible teaches us to realize the importance of understanding His perspective on 
our lives. We can’t store up enough earthly treasures. Here, “moth and rust destroy” 
and “thieves break in and steal.” 
 
Instead, we are to store up treasures in Heaven. To invest in God’s Kingdom. For 
“where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Each gift we give and seed 
we plant bears the promise of a harvest. 
 
Instead of depending on the things of this world, we are to “seek first His kingdom,” 
confident that “all these things will be added to you” (Matthew 6:19-33). 
 
Today, make sure that you have the right priorities. Trusting in God. Seeking first 
His Kingdom. Support your church. Be confident in your relationship with Him. 
 
Make this your prayer today:  
 
Father, fill me with Your Spirit. Give me joy and peace. Thank You that I can trust 
in You. Thank you that I can help build your Kingdom by  supporting the work of 

HBC! - In Jesus’ name. Amen. 



Out in the Desert 
 
“a voice of one calling in the desert, `Prepare the way for the 

Lord, make straight paths for him.’“ – Mk 1:3 & Is 40:3 
 
The gospel of Mark begins with a prophecy from the Old             
Testament prophet Isaiah. Some 700+ years before Christ’s 
birth, the prophet Isaiah said that John the Baptist would be 

ordained to prepare the way for Christ’s coming. John’s job would be to challenge 
people to turn from their sinful ways and instead, look to God. He would bring the 
good news (the gospel) to the people of Jerusalem. That good news could be summed 
us as: “Here is your God” (Isaiah 40:9). 
 
John the Baptist was to prepare a path out of the wilderness of a lost world and lead 
people to Jesus. Jesus commands all Christians to do the same. We are called to 
share the good news... to be a voice in the desert preparing the way to the Lord.          
Today’s desert may not be the same as the desert John the Baptist preached in, but 
any life filled with sin is a wasteland. 
 
Who do you know that needs to know the way to the Lord? Who do you know that is 
struggling for a new direction, searching for meaning, for protection, for peace, and 
for truth? Can you remember how desperate things were for you before you knew the 
good news? ...when you were stuck in the desert? 
  
You don’t need to know all the answers. Christ is the answer! You just have to make a 
path for them to Christ. Reach out, tell them how following Christ has changed your 
life. Cry out to them “Behold your God!”  
 
 
 
The Last Impression... 
 
Just some questions I have always wondered about…  

Is there another word for synonym? 
Where do forest rangers go to “get away”? 
What do you do when you see an endangered animal eating 

an endangered plant?  
• Would a fly without wings be called a walk? 

• If a turtle doesn’t have a shell, is he homeless or naked? 

• Can vegetarians eat animal crackers? 

• If the police arrest a mime, do they tell him he has the right to remain silent? 

• Why do they put Braille on the drive-through bank machines? 

• How do they get deer to cross the road only at those yellow road signs? 



How to Get Over Your Past 
 
All of us have chapters we wish we could rewrite. To get over 
your past you must first start looking at it differently. 
 
 Reframe it. Ask, "How did it make me stronger? What do I know 
now that I didn't know then?" Don't focus on what you lost, but 

on what you gained. 
 
Second, understand the difference between guilt and shame. Guilt is feeling bad 
about what you've done – it's healthy; shame is feeling bad about whom you are – it's 
toxic and debilitating. 

 
 All of us have things we'd like to change about ourselves, but when God created us 
He said, "...it was very good..." (Gen 1:31), so start seeing yourself as He sees you. 
 
Third, stop punishing yourself with the "if only's." After stumbling badly and having 
God pick him up, David wrote, "Happy is the person whose sins are forgiven... whom 
the Lord does not consider guilty..." (Ps 32:1-2) Forgive yourself; God has. Because 
He sees you through the Cross, you are "accepted" (Eph 1:6). 
 
Finally, move from pain to gain. Healing takes time, so expect some anger, fear and 
sadness. Don't disown them; they're part of the process.  
 
But don't adopt them either; know when it's time to move on. You can't walk back-
wards into the future, and the future God has in mind contains more happiness than 
any past you can remember.  
 
 
One Final Laugh… 
 
Three elderly gents were talking about what their grandchildren 
would be saying about them fifty years from now. 
 
"I would like my grandchildren to say, 'He was  successful in 
business,'" declared the first man. 
 
"Fifty years from now," said the second, "I want them to say, 'He was a loyal family 
man.'" 
 
Turning to the third gent, he asked, "So what do you want them to say about you in 
fifty years?" 
 
"Me?" the third one replied. "I want them to say, 'He certainly looks good for his age.' 



HBC 2021 - Becoming The Church  
God Intends Us To Be! 

 
There is no greater movement in the history of the world than the 
church. The church, at her best, is unstoppable! This passage    
describes the key components of a healthy local church. 
 
More than ever before, in 2020 we have discovered that the 
church is not a building we come and sit in; it is a movement we 
choose to be a part of.  The church = people. In Acts 2, as the 

people met together, the church became attractive to a watching world. God added to 
their number every day! 
 
The reality is that the hope of the world is the message of Jesus through the local 
church.  And you have a place in that! Live or LiveStream… You are part of the 
greatest movement in the history of the world. 
 
If you view church as only a place you go to once a week, than you are missing out on 
all that God intended for you. God desires you to belong to a small group community, 
a group of people you can be challenged with, share with, cry with, and laugh 
with.  This group wants to do life with you. This fall, when groups launch back up, 
make a commitment to join a group. The reality is we are all better together. 
 
Along with that, God is inviting you to use your gifts within the church.                    
Opportunities exist for you to follow Jesus. By serving, you will experience the awe 
and favor of God, in the guests we greet, the kids we serve and students we invest in. 
No matter where you choose to serve, there will be life change in you, and in those 
you serve. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Let us  
believe that  

HBC will be stronger  
than ever financially in 

2021! 
 

Let’s pray and keep fresh 
our financial 

commitments! 
 


