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Christmas season is in full swing. Our neighborhood streets are lit up with glimmering
lights, yards are landscaped with a variety of outdoor decor, stores are busy with
shoppers hunting special gifts for those they love, and the streaming services are
featuring everyone’s favorite Christmas movies and holiday music.
Yet, this Christmas is different as our world is still caught up in the nightmare of a
COVID 19 pandemc that continues to heighten anxiety, cause discouragement, birth
depression, and increase stress.
During a year brimming with hopelessness, the birth of Christ reminds us that
there is hope. Jesus is the embodiment of hope, peace, love, and joy. The Son of God
remains the greatest gift humanity has ever received.
So, as tempting as it might seem, do not let this difficult year rob you
of the precious gift the Lord provided over 2,000 years ago in a
little town called Bethlehem.
____________________________________
Christmas Eve – 5:00 pm Facebook Livestream
Join us and share in virtual Candlelight Communion!

Goodbye 2020… Hope Keeps Us Alive!
When a year of uncertainty 2020 surrounds us, the promise of Christ
fills us with hope to carry on. Hope is the breath that keeps us alive.
Hope is the fuel of faith. And dreams. And possibilities. Hope is that
whisper of maybe, just maybe. It’s the spark in the cold darkness that
catches flame. It’s the flicker of first light on a new morning.
In the worst sufferings and atrocities and catastrophes of human
history, there has always remained a flicker of hope. Throughout
enslavement, imprisonment, torture, and tragedy, there have been
those who have clung to the smallest sparks of hope and fanned them within to an eventual
survival or freedom or release.
Throughout the history of the Jewish people, there was the hope of God’s covenant. There
was the promise of restoration and blessing through the Messiah. But time dragged on, and
the nation was plundered. Its people were exiled and conquered. “How long, O God?” was the
cry of the ancient Israelite people as year after year, century after century passed.
But there were those who kept hope alive, living expectantly and faithfully, trusting openly
and wholeheartedly that God would come through. Simeon and Anna were two of those
people who encountered the baby Jesus. They had lived long, difficult lives. They had known
loss and disappointment. But they did not abandon hope. And when they saw the baby Jesus,
just about six weeks old, in the temple, they knew without a doubt that this was the Messiah,
the promised one, the Son of God. They were ready and waiting for this moment. And they
embraced the moment of this hope fulfilled with rejoicing and worshiping and spreading the
news. The flames of their hope spread beyond and multiplied.
HBC Family and friends, how is the flame of your hope today? It’s been a tough year, the
kind of year that threatens to extinguish the flames of our hope. Let me encourage you, no
matter what you are facing or where you’re at, to rediscover hope this Christmas in the
coming of the Christ child.
With the arrival of Immanuel, God With Us, God has come to restore hope—the hope of
salvation, the hope of restoration and healing, the hope of His continued work that He will
one day complete in our bodies and souls and world. As we come humbly to worship Jesus,
we can find the renewal of His hope within us, the strength to take the next hopeful step, and
the strength to carry us forward.
With this verse as our prayer, let’s rediscover the hope that Christ has come and He is
working in our lives today: “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust
in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13,
NIV).
On the grace journey of Christmas 2020 together with you, Lynwood

The Hilton Baptist Church Record
Lynwood Wells, Pastor
December 21, 2020
Budget $37545.00
8-107 Lottie Moon $675.00
8112 Chaplains Fund $20.00
8-145 Cash in Cash out– Migrant Ministry $10.00
8-145 Cash in Cash out– Coffee Fund $1.00
8-403 Food Pantry $10.00
Total Deposit $4461.00
The last Day that you will be able to give to receive credit in 2020 will be
Wednesday, December 30, 2020.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service
December 24th 5:00pm
The leadership of HBC has decided to make this special service
virtual for the safety of our church family and extended
families. Join us at 5:00pm on Facebook Live for the Service.
We have Communion Kits available in the Church office. You
may come by to get one or we will be delivering them the first of next week, just call the
church office and we will bring one to you. This is a special service every year and we want
everyone to be a part.
Happy Birthday for the next two weeks

12/20 Joyce Spiers
Collected to Date
$1820.00

12/21 Joe Hudson
12/22 Bea Ware
12/25 Karen Simpson
12/30 Anne Edison
12/30 Brenda Egnot

WMU – December Outreach Project
Money will be collected for the Chaplain's Fund
Serve The City – sign up: stcpeninsula.com
Jan 5, 9:00-12:00 - food distribution at Berkley Village
Jan 9, 12:30-3:30 (Big Work Day) - yard work, sorting goods at Heart of Giving
warehouse, trash pick up and lawn maintenance Elmerton Cemetery
Jan 24, 2:00-4:00
Trash pick up and lawn maintenance Elmerton Cemetery (partnering w/ Hampton Roads
Hikers)
PORT – sign up: signup.com/go/qbHOttb
Hilton Baptist is Site B from Jan. 6-26 4 volunteers needed nightly 6:30-9:00
Food Pantry Focus
Sunday Dec. 27 Wednesday Jan. 6, 4:00-6:00pm
Hope Boxes for Appalachia
We are doing boxes for the kids that are eastern Kentucky deep in the Appalachian
Mountains. Please pick up all the information in the Mission Outreach Corner.
For additional information or if you have questions, contact Pam at 660-4226

Serving our Community with the Love of Jesus!

Two Week Calendar

Tuesday, December 22nd
1:00-2:00pm Food Distribution

Thursday, December 24th
Church Office Closed

Tuesday, December 29th
1:00-2:00pm Food Distribution

Wednesday, December 30th
No Wednesday Night Bible Study

5:00pmOnline Virtual Christmas Eve
Candlelight Communion Service

Thursday, December 31st
Church Office Closes at 1pm

Friday, December 25th
Merry Christmas

Friday, January 1st
Happy New Year

Sunday, December 27th
10:00am Live Worship at HBC
Virtual Worship Online
Sonshine Kids
Food Collection Sunday

Sunday, January 3, 2021
10am Live Worship at HBC
Virtual Worship Online
Sonshine Kids

Please note : We will not be having Wednesday Night Bible Study on 12/23 and
12/29. Pastor Lynwood will also not be doing His morning Devotional the week
of December 28– January 1, We pra y that you and your family have
a wonderful holiday season.

Pray for our Missionaries
Christine Moffett, Jenny Parker (American People) lw (Central Asian People) TH (East Asian
People) SF, Ryan Lindsay (European People) AR, JR (Northern African and Middle Eastern
People) CE (Southeast Asian People) James Flora, David Hooten (Sub– Saharan African
People) Christopher Parker (AZZ) Jeremiah Brinkman (NY) Holda McMath (MC) Jesus Villa
(ok) William Forrest (WA) David Jacobson (WI)

Believing And Acting On God’s Word
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another,
“Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened,
which the Lord has told us about.” (Luke 2:15)
For those who demand more formality and reserve in their
worship encounters, they find themselves strangers to the
true Christmas story. If man were to script the Son of God’s
birth, Jesus would have been born in a palace or a mansion.
The news of His birth would have first been sent to one of the power brokers of the
day, King Herod or Caesar Augustus.
But, God’s script was completely different: no palace, but a manger surrounded by
animals... no power brokers, but the social outcasts of the day, a band of shepherds.
They were considered untrustworthy and their work made them ceremonially
unclean and as a result they could not participate in worship.
After being surprised (and terrified) by a visit from the angel of the Lord, and then a
large group of angels, the shepherds were confronted with what to do with the
message they heard: “Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he
is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11).
What did the shepherds do with the first announcement of the Gospel? They
believed!
Their immediate response was: “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
happened, which the Lord has told us about” (Luke 2:15). They don’t stop to discuss
whether it’s exactly according to what was written in Daniel. They don’t question if
they really saw angels or if they’re just imagining things because they’re overworked.
They don’t get a religious leader to accompany them. They don’t even get cleaned
up! They hurry off to Bethlehem to find Mary, Joseph, and Jesus. They believed all
that God had told them!
What are you doing with what God has told you? Are you acting and reacting with
faith? Or are you discussing logistics? Bargaining with God? Nit-picking the
assignment? Putting out a fleece or getting another interpretation? Demanding more
scripted traditions?
What is God asking you to do today in faith? Just believe! If you will prioritize your
faith over formalities, you will be amazed at how the Spirit of God will begin to work
in your life... how He will work through you to reach a hurting world... and how He
will spread His message, love and power through your surrendered life to expand
His Kingdom!

Top “Bad Christmas Gifts” for Your Pastor!
You can file this under the “no one asked for it, but here it
is” category – the worst-ever Christmas gifts for your pastor!
• The Left Behind Series “Practical Survivors Guide.”
• A Monopoly Acts 16 “Get out of jail free” card.
• A “Begats” Family Tree Chart.
• A Christian Supply House “Woman At the Well” water
cooler.
• A Gospeland Bookstore Fourth Watch Baptistry swimsuit
• Golf Club Covers with the 12 Disciples’ Faces on Them
• The Damascas Road auto fog Light (It’ll blind ya).
• A bobble-head statue of the apostle Paul for the back of his car.
• A LifeWay Dead Sea Bathroom Deodorizer
• An Official Cokesbury Hellfire and Brimstone Backyard Grill
• A half- size replica of the Popemobile
A rooftop hot tub.
And the absolute worst Christmas gift for your pastor...
Frankincense Aftershave

The Last Impression...
In a small Southern town there was a “Nativity Scene” that
showed great skill and talent had gone into creating it. One
small feature bothered me. The three wise men were
wearing firemen’s helmets. Totally unable to come up with
a reason or explanation, I left.
At a “Quick Stop” on the edge of town, I asked the lady behind the counter about the
helmets. She exploded into a rage, yelling at me, “You Yankees never do read the
Bible!” I assured her that I did, but simply couldn’t recall anything about firemen in
the Bible. She jerked her Bible from behind the counter and ruffled through some
pages, and finally jabbed her finger at a passage. Sticking it in my face she said
“See, it says right here, ‘The three wise men came from afar.’”

Christmas: God Is Love
“For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only
Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but
have eternal life.” (John 3:16)
God loves you so much that he sent Jesus on a mission of love
with a message of love. Christmas is a yearly reminder that God
loves you. The Bible says God is love. It doesn’t say God has love;
it says God is love. Love is his nature; God is love.
God created the entire universe. He created this planet; he
created the human race; then, he created you because he loves you.
It could be said the reason you’re alive is because God created you as an object of his
love. God made you so he could love you and so that you could love him. God’s love
for you is the reason your heart is beating right now; it’s the reason you’re breathing.
God’s good news is that he loves you on your good days as much as he loves you on
your bad days. He loves you when you can feel his love, and he loves you when you
can’t seem to feel his love. He loves you regardless of whether or not you think you
deserve his love.
There is nothing you can do that will make God stop loving you. You could try, but
you simply can’t do it – because his love for you is based upon his character and not
on anything you do or say or feel.
God loves you so much that he sent his only Son, Jesus, into this world. Hear those
words again, “so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal
life” (John 3:16 NLT).
When the baby Jesus grows into a man, he will stretch his arms out as wide as the
cross, saying, “I love you this much! I love you so much it hurts. I love you so much
I’ll die for you so that I won’t have to live without you.”
God’s love surpasses all human knowledge, and it is difficult for any of us to grasp
the width and length and height and depth of God’s love for each one of us
(Ephesians 3:17-19).
How would your life change if you deeply believed God loved you?
Ask God to help you in your unbelief. Then believe and be ready to receive His
answer. It will make this Christmas Day the best one you could ever experience!

Five Suggestions for Greater Joy This Christmas
But the angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid, for look, I proclaim to
you good news of great joy that will be for all the people: Today a
Savior, who is Messiah the Lord, was born for you in
the city of David. - Luke 2:10-11
It was “good news of great joy” the angels announced at the birth of Christ. For many, however, living in the reality of joy at Christmas is harder than other times of the year. Memories of
loved ones, financial struggles, health issues, and relationship woes often make for a very difficult celebration. How do we find the joy of Christmas?
Here are five suggestions to greater joy at Christmas:
Lower expectations of others - I see this so many times. You thought others would
respond as we respond. We expected them to react to our gift differently. We thought they’d
remember us and they didn’t. We shouldn’t hold others to expectation we set for them.
People, even the best of people, will disappoint us.
Increase your investment in others - Christmas can become so commercialized that we
unintentionally become selfish towards others. Something supernatural happens when we
share with others. We are to give and extend grace, as it was given to us…this includes
granting forgiveness to those who disappointed us in the past.
Examine your life/Address known sin – You can’t experience complete joy with a holy
God if you are living contrary to His desires for your life. Where does your life need a
realignment with God’s purposes and plan for you? Chances are good you know. Christmas is
a great time to make new commitments, and re-dedicate your life to Christ.
Change your perspective – Choosing to be greatly joyful is not based on circumstances,
but comes by perspective. Where we stand always determines what we see. Stand in faith.
Joy is a gift. It’s not based on what we have done or could do, but on His grace towards us.
Choose joy. Choose again. And again. And again.
Set your eyes on the prize – If you’re struggling to find joy in life, set your eyes on Jesus;
the author and perfecter of your faith. Set your sight on the glory to be revealed through your
trials and circumstances. God will write the final chapter of your story. You can trust Him.
Look again at the manger…Jesus, the One who existed before time began, set the stars in
place, lowered Himself in the form of a baby and was placed on a feeding trough, so He may
give us access (through the Cross and resurrection) to a Holy God. I can find joy in that this
Christmas! Can you?

Transfer of Rights and Privileges
Back in 1891, Robert Louis Stevenson, author of such classics as
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde and Kidnapped, gave a rather odd gift
to the daughter of a friend of his. This friend, Henry Ide, once
joked that Christmas was not the happiest day of the year in his
household. His 14-year-old daughter, Annie, had been born on
Christmas; she always complained she got cheated out of a separate birthday party.
So Robert Louis Stevenson came up with the idea of giving away his birthday. He drew up a
legal document transferring all the "rights and privileges" of his birthday, which fell on Nov.
13, to Miss Annie H. Ide. From that day forward, Annie celebrated her birthday on Nov. 13.
Robert Louis Stevenson was not the first to transfer all his "rights and privileges" to someone else. In a sense, Jesus became mortal that He might transfer some of His immortality to
us. Jesus became human that He might transfer the spark of divinity to us. Jesus became a
servant that He might transfer us to the status of sons and daughters.
Or as the Apostle John put it, "The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us.
We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of
grace and truth." John 1:2
The Last Impression
There once was a czar in Russia whose name was Rudolph the Great.
He was standing in his house one day with his wife. He looked out the
window and saw something happening.
He said to his wife, "Look honey. It's raining."
She, being the stubborn type, responded, "I don't think so, dear. I think it's snowing."
But Rudolph knew better. So he said to his wife, "Let's step outside and we'll find out."
Lo and behold, they stepped outside and discovered it was in fact rain.
And Rudolph turns to his wife and replies, "I knew it was raining. Rudolph the Red knows
rain, dear!"

Is Hilton Baptist Church on Your
2020 Christmas Gift List?
As we come to the end of 2020, we have been blessed with both special
provisions and special needs. To meet our budget projections, we are
believing for a generous outpouring of offerings before December 31st.
As with any older building structure, we are now encountering special
needs in our heating and air conditioning systems. Our current
estimates for repair and needed replacement of one of our sanctuary AC units is around
$17,000. We expect this significant expenditure to be made before the summer of 2021.
But God has been good to us in 2020! Even when we were challenged to pay our regular
budgetary needs, we never cut back in ministry and outreach. We continued to plant seed
and trusted God for the harvest.
Many folks in our HBC family have been hit hard by the economic consequences of the
COVID 19 pandemic. Yet, overall, as a congregation we have been blessed! Christmas is a
time when we remember how God poured His very best into the poverty of our humanity.
And because He gave the very best gift He could give, we celebrate our salvation with joy
today.
What would God have you do to honor Him as 2020 comes to an end? The faith we as a
church are willing to demonstrate in December will help set the goals we can aim for in
2021. The harvest of our future is made possible by the seeds of our faith and financial gifts
we sow now – Let’s celebrate all God has done for us at Christmas by doing all we can for
Him!

Help us to
finish stronger than ever
financially in 2020!
Please consider
making a
Special year-end
gift before
December 31st

The Atheist & Christmas
In a recent interview, a well-known atheist was asked about his
attitude toward Christmas. He admitted that he celebrated Christmas,
but primarily “for family reasons.” Why? Because Christmas “has long
since ceased to be a religious festival.” He observed that Christmas has
become “divorced” from religion. He had no problem wishing people a
Merry Christmas. Why? Because this phrase “retains zero religious
significance.”
Every year, many in the culture around us make claims just like this. In fact, Christians face
an avalanche of propaganda—pressure to ignore Christ and make Christmas a secular
event. But for Believers, Christmas is a reminder of the central issues of our faith. Yes, it is
a time for gifts and sharing, for family and holiday cheer. But we must not lose sight of the
primary meaning.
Our focus must remain on Jesus. We must never fail to honor and worship Him, to
proclaim Him as our Lord, and to realize He was God incarnate, “born in the likeness of
men.” We must remember how He lived in perfect submission to the Father, how He
became our perfect example, how He humbled Himself and died on the Cross for our sins,
and how He rose from the dead.
Many in our culture may not understand the reason for His birth. This is why, as Believers,
we must use every opportunity to talk about Jesus.
This Christmas, make sure that you are focused on Jesus. Worship Him. Honor Him. And
use every opportunity to declare His name!

