The Hilton Baptist Church Record
Lynwood Wells, Pastor
July 28, 2020
Deposit 7/23/2020
Budget 3499.00
Budget Designated Memorial in Memory of Emma Fischer $75.00
8-145 Cash in Cash out– Sonshine Kids $15.00
8-300 PDF $500.00
8-403 Food Closet– In honor of Sue’s Birthday $15.00
8-403 Food Pantry $240.00
8-412 Pure Water– Pure Love $15.00
Total Deposit $4359.00

Lunches for the Homeless

Pray for our Missionaries:
Patricia Kerns, Sharon Patterson
(American People) KP. AR (Central
Asian People) Paul Brock (European
People) CB, JW (Northern African and
Middle Eastern People) JD (south Asian
People) AR, RR, DW (Southeast Asian
People) Mark Strouse (CA) Bethany
Pruett (CO) Fabian Portunato (FL)
Jason Lumpkin (GA) Brenda Riley (KY)
Devin Hackler (MO) Annette Teague
(Ontario) Jeffrey Geyer (VA)

Missions Giving for July
and August
Pure Water Pure Love
Pure Water, Pure Love has a three-fold
mission: to supply missionaries with
water filters, to provide the people they
serve with wells that offer clean water
and to supply missions teams with water
filters for use on short-term missions
trips.
Throughout the world, people are at constant risk of contracting a disease or parasites from their water. Many are forced
to carry heavy jugs of water for miles just
to be sure their families have clean,
healthy water. For others, the prospect
of clean water is simply non-existent.

Tuesday, July 28th
1:00 –2:00pm Food Distribution
Wednesday, July 29th
7:00pm Facebook Bible Study
Thursday, July 30th
1:00-2:00pm Food Distribution
Sunday, August 2nd
10am Worship at HBC and
Facebook Live
Tuesday, August 4th
1:00 –2:00pm Food Distribution
6:30pm Vision Team Meeting
Wednesday, August 5th
7:00pm Facebook Bible Study
Thursday, August 6th
1:00-2:00pm Food Distribution
Sunday, August 9th
10am Worship at HBC and
Facebook Live
Don’t forget Pastor Lynwood’s
Morning Devotions from
Millpoint every week day at 9am.

With the help of hundreds of churches,
PWPL provides thousands of water
filters to missionary families and helps
fund clean water projects.
The PWPL jug is located at the Mission
Outreach table.

A big thank you to everyone that helped in the last few months to make lunches
for the homeless of Newport News. These are few pictures from our last time
making lunches. You are appreciated more than you know.

Happy Birthday for July for
the next two weeks
Wayne Tawney 7/27
Herb Turner 7/28
Cindy Gibson 7/31
Jennifer Johnson 8/5
Myrna Powell 8/6

Pam Cooke thank you for you leadership and coordination of this project.
All of you guys ROCK!

“Serving our community with the love of Jesus”

We Are Back to Having Church!
We have had two live services at HBC and it has been great to be back
together in worship together.
We have tried to follow the guidelines of the CDC to keep our services as
safe as possible. Here is what you will do when you come to church.
1.

You will be met in the Parking Lot by a greeter and given the guidelines
that we have for service if you have not already received them.

2. You will come through the back door and have your temperature taken.
3. You will then be directed to sign in and then we have ushers that will
help you find a seat. You can sit anywhere you want to, we just want to
be sure that the social distancing guidelines are carried out.
4. After the service when you are dismissed, we ask that you maintain the
social distance guidelines.
5.

By order of the CDC and VA Department of Health, during the service
ALL attenders must keep their masks on during the service. The only
except would be the Praise Team when they are on the platform. When
they come to the church to sit, they also must put their masks on. Pastor
Lynwood does not have to wear a masks when preaching and on the
platform.

We are trying our best to make HBC a safe place to worship. Thank you for
helping us maintain these guidelines.

Knowing Your True Identity
Determines Your Destiny
Your identity determines your destiny. That’s a pretty big
statement. But in the life of Moses, we see that it’s true.
Once Moses realized who he was, his life took a whole
new direction.
“It was by faith that Moses left the land of Egypt, not
fearing the king’s anger. He kept right on going because he kept his eyes on
the one who is invisible” - Hebrews 11:27
Socrates is famous for philosophic wisdom summed up in his words: “Know
Thyself!” Learning your true identity does two things: It gives you the courage
to let go of the past, and it gives you the courage to walk into the future. Moses
“left the land of Egypt.” He had the courage to let go of his past.
In the Bible, Egypt always represents slavery and bondage to something. So
here’s the question: What’s your Egypt? What’s enslaving and controlling you?
Do you have the courage to walk away from it? Knowing your true identity gives
you courage.
Next, “he kept right on going.” He had the courage to walk into his future, his
destiny. Knowing your identity gives you the courage to walk into a new
destiny. The Bible says, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become
new”
(2 Corinthians 5:17).
When you receive Jesus by faith, God forgives your sins. He gives you a whole
new identity in Christ. People sometimes call it being “born again.” It’s a fresh
start, a clean slate, a new destiny.
Once Moses discovered his true identity, he focused on his destiny. He was like
an Olympic runner who doesn’t look to the right or left, but just looks ahead to
the finish line.

The Christian Bus Driver &
A Quarter For Jesus?
Several years ago, a preacher from out-of-state
accepted a call to a church in Houston , Texas . Some
weeks after he arrived, he had an occasion to ride the
bus from his home to the downtown area. When he
sat down, he discovered that the driver had
accidentally given him a quarter too much change.
As he considered what to do, he thought to himself, 'You'd better give the
quarter back. It would be wrong to keep it.' Then he thought, 'Oh, forget it, it's
only a quarter. Who would worry about this little amount? Anyway, the bus
company gets too much fare; they will never miss it. Accept it as a 'gift from
God' and keep quiet.'
When his stop came, he paused momentarily at the door, and then he handed
the quarter to the driver and said, 'Here, you gave me too much change ..'
The driver, with a smile, replied, 'Aren't you the new preacher in town?'
'Yes' he replied.
'Well, I have been thinking a lot lately about going somewhere to worship. I
just wanted to see what you would do if I gave you too much change. I'll see
you at church on Sunday.'
Our lives are the only Bible some people will ever read. People watch us as
Christians, and will put us to the test! Always remember -- You carry the
name of Christ on your shoulders when you call yourself 'Christian.'
Watch your thoughts ; they become words.
Watch your words; they become actions.
Watch your actions; they become habits..
Watch your habits; they become character.
Watch your character; it becomes your destiny!

Hebrews 12:2 says, “Keep your eyes on Jesus, who both began and finished
this race we’re in” (The Message).

Those Who Wait Upon The Lord

And Colossians 3:1-2 puts it this way: “Set your sights on the realities of
heaven, where Christ sits . . . Think about the things of heaven, not the things
of earth.”

After starting a new diet I altered my drive to
work to avoid passing my favorite bakery. I
accidentally drove by the bakery this morning
and as I approached, there in the window were
a host of goodies.

When God has given you a new identity, you can focus on the long term—not on
other people’s priorities or opinions but on the realities of heaven and the race
God has given you to run.
Know your identity. Walk away from your past. Move forward into your
destiny. “Know Yourself!” – It’s worth the effort!
On the grace journey together with you, Lynwood

I felt this was no accident, so I prayed ... "Lord,
it's up to you, if you want me to have any of those delicious goodies, create a
parking place for me directly in front of the bakery."
And sure enough, on the eighth time around the block, there it was! God is so
Good!"

Who You Are In Christ
As Believers in salvation through Jesus, however, we
have a shortcut to the million-dollar question. Who
are we? We are a part of the family of God. We have
an identity in Christ.
In America, we often celebrate our differences and
those things that make us special. So for someone to
say we can’t express a certain part of our inner core,
it can really feel like a personal assault. It hurts deep. We often build our lives
on our self-proclaimed identity and sometimes if we tear a part of our identity
down, we have to rebuild it from the ground up. Our identities are closely
guarded territory that only the special few are allowed to enter.
But being in Christ means we have to let go of past, fleshly identities.
Followers of Christ belong to Jesus, rather than ourselves. God’s in charge, not
us. Paul puts it powerfully in Galatians 2:20. He writes, “I have been crucified
with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life
I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me.” Life in Christ means death to our old lives. As Paul puts it in
2 Corinthians 5:17, we are “new creations.” Things have to change when we
have an identity in Christ.
When we create our own identities, it’s easy for us to miss the mark. We can
build identities on false beliefs or fleeting feelings. Humans are prone to
believe false things, to feel things that are healthy, and to get ourselves in
sticky situations. If we are focused on ourselves, our identities won’t be rooted
in something of true value. And even if our identities are formed on good
things but for all the wrong reasons, that’s still an identity that isn’t
God-honoring.
The Christian life is not focused on living your best life now. It’s not about
personal fulfillment or being true to oneself. After all, the phrase “to thine own
self be true” is from Hamlet, not the Bible. Scripture instead has statements
like Matthew 16:24 where Jesus says a true follower will “deny himself and
take up his cross.” That’s Christianity. It’s hard. It’s difficult. But ultimately,
it’s way more rewarding when our identity is in Christ, firmly rooted on the
ground that will never shift under our feet.
Discovering what it means to be identified as belonging to Christ takes some
work. It means constantly searching the Scriptures for lessons on how to be
like Christ, it means praying that the Spirit reveals to you about godly living,
and spending time with mature Christians who are good examples of those
rooted deeply in Jesus. Being like Jesus is an ongoing process that takes
deliberate practices, thinking, and attitudes every day.
Who am I? “It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.” We should
primarily be defined not by anything else in the world except Jesus Christ.
Believers are forever marked by having our identity in Christ!

“The Benefits To You & HBC!”
Online donations to HBC may be made at any time from the comfort of
your own home or any place with internet access. Online donations are
credited to your tax statement for the end of the year (except when made
anonymously), and each user can change his or her preferences or desired
donation amounts at any time. You can make a one-time gift of recurring
donation.
• No need to hassle with checks or cash
• Totally secure encrypted 24/7 web-based access
• Easily schedule recurring donations to fit your pay periods
• Debit / Credit card option allows you to take advantage of rewards
such as air miles or cash bonuses. Visa, MasterCard, Discover and American Express are accepted
• No need to share bank account information as you enter it directly
into the Online Giving 100 % secure site
• Allows you to give even if you are unable to attend services
• Contribution amount is easily adjusted as desired or needed
Option to remain anonymous
Try it today at www.HiltonBaptist Church.com!

God is doing some
exciting new and
powerful things
through the
faithful people of
God at HBC!
Please remember
your tithing
commitments and
giving and be part
of the ongoing
miracle!

Spending Time With Sinners …

What Is Pleasing To Him

Soon after calling Matthew to follow Him,
Jesus ate a meal with “many publicans and
sinners” in Matthew’s house (Mark 2:15). The
scribes and the Pharisees were critical of his
actions and complained to his disciples.

I find it interesting that quite often, people attempt to
enhance their relationship with God by trying not to
do things they believe "break God's rules" for how to
live. They see God as a tyrant, pointing His finger at
them, and commanding in a deep, stern voice, "Thou
Shalt Not!!" They spend their life trying to avoid
lightning bolts of judgment from above!

In Jesus’ day, rabbis were the highest members of Jewish society. Everyone looked up to the Pharisees. They were strict
adherents to the Law and tradition, and they avoided those whom they
deemed “sinners” because they had a “clean” image to maintain. Tax
collectors, infamous for embezzlement and their cooperation with the hated
Romans, definitely fell into the “sinner” category.
As Jesus’ ministry grew, so did His popularity among the social outcasts of
society. Spending time with the publicans and sinners was part of Jesus’
mission: “I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners” (Mark 2:17). If
Jesus was to reach the lost, He neede contact with them. He went to where the
need was because “it is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.”
Praise the Lord, the Great Physician makes house calls!
Sitting at Matthew’s dinner table, Jesus may have broken some societal
taboos, but His presence there shows that He looked beyond culture to
people’s hearts. Whereas the Pharisees wrote people off simply because of
their profession or their past, Jesus looked past all that and saw their need.
The fact that Jesus saw individuals, not just their labels, no doubt inspired
them to know Him better. Jesus didn’t let social status or cultural norms
dictate His relationships with people.
As the Good Shepherd, Jesus sought the lost sheep wherever they had strayed.
When Matthew hosted the dinner party, Jesus gladly accepted the invitation.
It was a wonderful opportunity to share the good news of the kingdom with
those who most needed to hear (see Matthew 4:23). Yes, He would be
criticized for His actions, but what prophet ever lived without criticism?
Unlike the Pharisees, Jesus didn’t require people to change before coming to
Him. He sought them out, met them where they were, and extended grace to
them in their circumstances. Change would come to those who accepted
Christ, but it would be from the inside out. Jesus knew better than anyone else
that it is only the goodness and kindness of God leads sinners to repentance
(Romans 2:4).
Jesus showed us that we shouldn’t let cultural norms dictate whom we
evangelize. The sick need a physician. Lost sheep need a shepherd. Are we
praying the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into the field (Luke 10:2)? Are
we willing to go ourselves?

The reality is, that kind of living is completely the opposite of how we should
act, and how God desires us to live our lives. Rather than attempting to avoid
doing things that displease God, we need to discipline ourselves to instead
seek to find the best ways to please God! And, the more we succeed in doing
what pleases Him, the less inclined we will be to do what displeases Him.
What a wonderful prayer we find in Hebrews 13:20-21, asking God to "equip
you with everything good for doing his will," and to "work in us what is
pleasing to Him!"
I am so glad that the Lord does give us everything we "need according to his
riches in glory by Christ Jesus." (Philippians 4:19) With that in mind, it only
makes sense that we discover and put into practice the very things that please
God!

Tests are Temporary
by Max Lucado
All tests are temporary, limited in duration. 1 Peter
1:6 says, "In this you greatly rejoice, though now
for a little while you may have to suffer grief in all
kinds of trials." Some tests end on earth, but all
tests will end in heaven, right?
In the meantime, let God train you. He watches the
way you handle the little jobs. Jesus promised in Matthew 25:21, "If you are
faithful over a few matters, I will set you over many."
Do you aspire to great things? Excel in the small things. Don't complain. Let
others grumble. Not you. When you're given a task, take it. When you see a
hurt, address it. Compassion matters to God.
This is the time for service, not self-centeredness. Cancel the pity party.
Love the people God brings to you. He will work in you what is pleasing to
Himself.
And you will get through this testing time!

What We Think

God Is Love

There is much we cannot control that takes place
around us. We surely cannot control the weather, and
we cannot control the things others may do or say.
But, we do have the power to control ourselves! Every
moment of every day, each of us makes decisions –
choices – about how we will proceed in life.

First John 4:8 says, “The one who does not love does
not know God, for God is love.” It is not only that
God loves, but He is love! That fact about God is
manifested in His sending His only begotten Son
into the world so that we might live through Him
(see 1 John 4:9). See how great a love the Father has bestowed upon us, that
we would be called children of God; and such we are…(1 John 3:1).

Much of our life's direction is determined by the sum
total of these daily decisions!
In all of our choices, the area that is perhaps most difficult to control, but at
the same time is the most important, is the choice of what we think! There is a
saying that goes like this –
Watch your thoughts, for they become words.
Watch your words, for they become actions.
Watch your actions, for they become habits.
Watch your habits, for they become your character.
Watch your character, for it becomes your destiny.
What we think, we become. Through the years, this phase has been attributed
to many individuals. Regardless of who originally penned these words, they
are so true. In fact, they are biblical! Proverbs 4:23 tells us to "be careful how
you think; your life is shaped by your thoughts."

Love has its source in God. All of God’s attributes, such as omnipotence,
omniscience, and omnipresence, are a foundation for Him to express who He
is—and He is love! He has the power to love in ways beyond our human ability
to conceive because He is all-powerful. He can creatively and knowledgably
love because He knows everything.
The measure of His love is limitless because He is infinite. His love will never
end or change because He is eternal and immutable. The revelation that God
is love has the power to obliterate every legalistic stronghold and any lingering
sense of alienation from God that any believer has lived with or suffered
through because of religion.
“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). Without certainty or guarantee, He
“believed” that such a demonstration of His love for us would be responded to
and reciprocated! It is the very nature of God to love.

Harvest What You Plant
Pretend you've come to visit me. I'm working in my
greenhouse. (Neither my house nor my thumb is green,
but let's pretend.) It's the perfect spot for flowers and
fruit. You've always thought I was a bit crazy, but what I
do next removes all doubt. I strip seeds off weeds – crab
grass, grass burrs. You can't believe what you've just
seen.
"I thought you wanted a greenhouse full of flowers and
fruit!" you say.
"I do," I answer.
You ask, "Then don't you think you ought to plant flower seeds and fruit
seeds?"
My foolish response, "Do you have any idea how much those seeds cost? No
thanks, I'm taking the cheap and easy route."
Think for a moment of your heart as a greenhouse. Consider your thoughts as
seed. Some become flowers. Others weeds. Sow seeds of hope and enjoy
optimism. Sow seeds of doubt and expect insecurity. Galatians 6:7 says,
"People harvest only what they plant."

God’s love toward us is unconditional. It initiates our relationship with Him.
He loves us before we perform! He loves us even if we don’t perform.
Performance, if anything, is more to better our own lives, and in no way
betters His love for us. Our love for Him is a response to His love for us, not
the other way around. We can love because only “because the love of God has
been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to
us” (Rom. 5:5). His love is unconditional. Feelings may be conditional;
affection may be conditional; trust may be conditional. God’s love is
unconditional! He loves the world even if the world rejects Him.
Nothing can separate us from God’s love. Let me repeat that, nothing can
separate us from God’s love! In Romans, Paul says: For I am convinced that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created
thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord (Romans 8:38-39).
I am convinced, as was the apostle Paul, that absolutely nothing can separate
us from God’s love. He will not allow it! The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all
(2 Corinthians 13:14).

