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I Am What I Am By Grace… 
 

It’s so easy to say that maybe it’s a guy thing. But I think that 
it crosses all gender lines. In fact, I believe it crosses all lines 
for all believers. That when we run the race we remember 
that it is so true. The race we are called to run - it’s not a 
competition.   
 

For so long I struggled spiritually because I felt I had to be 
better than “so and so” or “I would never be able to do that, 
there are too many others that are so much better than me”.  

Perhaps you’ve felt the same way at times. This is when we say, “God you called 
me to run the race you specially designed for me. I will trust in you, give me your 
eyes to see the potential you see in me”. 
 

The only reason I have gotten anywhere in life is by God’s grace.  I’m sure many 
of you can relate.  There are the always times you pray for God to lead you and 
strengthen you, and before you know it, that thing which you never thought you 
would get done gets done.  What?  God - you are good!  That’s grace!  God’s grace 
is overflowing, we just need to receive it 
 

It can be tiresome and exhausting when you always feel like you are up against 
something or someone.  And often it’s easy to burn out or lose hope because the 
devil has come in and taken control over your thoughts saying, “You aren’t good 
enough” or “You will never measure up!”  
 

We need to stop living in the flesh and get back into the spirit. He will raise us 
up, encourage us, and prove that we were meant for such a time as this.  We were 
made with a purpose!  We need to let Him accomplish things with us and 
through us.  This means with anything that we do, we know it is a gift from Him 
and that it pleases “Him” not the world.  
 

In knowing this, we don’t only practice this for ourselves, but we become the         
encouragement and the light He wants to bring to others.  It’s a calling, and each 
of our callings has a specific purpose for His kingdom.  Don’t be jealous of others 
in what they are accomplishing.  Praise them and lift them up.  We are “all” a 
part of “His” church and each of us makes up a piece of the body. 
 

Don’t let the thought of achieving something that God has set before you seem 
impossible because with God all things are possible!-Matt19:26.  Persevere and 
let God’s grace flow freely.  Before you know it, He will have used you to advance 
His kingdom by many.  
 

Enjoy life and be eager to touch His heart with every breath and in all you do.  
God is making an impact in this world and He created “you” and called “you” to 
do so!  Believe it! 
 

On the grace journey together with you, Lynwood  
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Wave Devoted Women’s                        
Conference 

“Shine Your Light” 

March 3– March 5th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special speakers:  Lisa Bevere, 
John & Helen Burns, Wendy 

Perez and  Sharon Kelly.           
Ladies, this is a great time of 
growth in the Lord.  You can 

visit devotedconference.com for 
more information or see Dreama.  

There are  a few pamphlets in 
the Connection center also. It is 

worth it, I promise! 

If you have any old  guidepost or          

other religious magazines that you 

do not want, could you please bring 

them to the church so that we can 

have them for the food give away. 

You can place them in the office on 

the front desk and we will take care 

of them 

 

Thank you! 

Snow… And Our Budget Needs! 

 

Dear Faithful HBC Family & Friends –  

 

Even though, we were spared the worst of 
the East Coast blizzard last week – The 

fact that we did not conduct services has     challenged us in 
meeting an already tight January budget goal. 
 

Even though we did not meet on Sunday, our normal                            
expenditures for gas, electric, water, salaries continue to 
press upon us. We are being very careful and prudent in all 
our expenditures for the first of the year, since historically 
that is a time that we are most frequently financially                
challenged. In other words, our needs continue even when 
our offerings are   temporarily disrupted. 
 

Please join with me to believe God for a miracle in our fi-
nances for 2016! I believe we are in a spiritual season for a 
“faith turn around” time – and that we are going to see some 
financial   breakthroughs in the coming year. But that will 
only occur as we join together to tithe and give our very best 
– and trust God to give His very best to us in return! 
 

Praying for God to lead and richly bless you and us together 

… And I know that He will! 

Pastor Lynwood 



OUR ON           

GOING 

MISSION…. 

Lottie Moon 

Our Goal  $7000.00 

Collected to date $6305.00 

January 

 

 

Fluvanna 

Correctional  Center 

“Forever Stamps”,            
stationary that you no   

longer want and             
unsharpened pencils 

 

Link of Hampton Roads 

 

LINK is involved with the program Veterans Administration Sup-
portive Housing.  This program helps homeless vets get moved into 
housing.  When this happens, the Vets are in need of many things.   
Below is a list of things that can be  

donated to help these men and women make a transition.  If you 
have any of the smaller items that you would like to donate, you can 
take them by LINK.  If you have any large items (furniture) they will 
be picked up by LINK by calling  

Marlon 291-5574.   

 

Silverware Cooking utensils Pots and pans    Dishes 

Plates  Cups   Glasses          Bedding 

Beds  Couches  Chairs          Lamps 

Tables  Dining Tables  Rugs 

 

Please pray for the following Missionaries this week: 
 

BS, DS 

John Taylor– Alabama 

Andrew Metzger– Colorado 

Quincy Stratford– Florida 

Michelle Kilgore– Georgia 

Kevin Wright– Illinois 

Nate Butler– Kentucky 

Matt Tipton– Louisiana 

Timothy Nussbaumer– New Jersey 

Doug Jenkins– Ontario 

Young Han, Crystal Murphree, AE 

  American People 

JP, SK– East Asian People 

CD, JM– Northern African and Middle 

         Eastern People 

MR, SC– South Asian People 

Blane Mays– Southeast Asian People 



We have a new mailing address for 
Mary Frances Beech 

 

Mary Frances beech 

c/o Mrs. Carol Richman 

2225 Taylor Blvd 

Gulfport, Miss  39507 

 

Serving our local community with the love of Jesus! 

Wednesday Night                

Supper 

 January 20th 
 

Roast Beef 
 

Adults $5.00, Kids $3.00           

Family of 4 or more $15.00 

Everyone is invited! 

Dinner is being served 

from 5pm– 5:45pm 

Singing Saints  

 

Monday, February 1st 

James River  2:30pm 

 

Monday, February 8th 

Warwick Forrest 
2:30pm 

 

 

 

Contribution Statements were 
mailed this week.  If you did not 

get yours, or if there are any           
questions, please contact Dreama.  

Thank you for your continued          
giving to the work and ministry of 

HBC 



PORT NEWS!!!!   
February 10th through February 17th! 

 

Did you know… 

-local churches feed and house the homeless 5 months out of the year? 

-there are over 600 registered homeless in Newport News? 

-Hilton Bap!st volunteers the week of Feb. 10-17? 

-$150,000 is required to keep these shelters open? 

     

    Did you know…    that we need your help ?? 

 

VERY IMPORTANT...PLEASE RETURN!!! 
 

Someone has borrowed one of our clothes racks that we use for PORT.  We need to have this 
returned right away.  Please bring it back or call the church and we will have it picked up.  
This clothes rack is very      important to our ministry to the homeless. 

 

The gym is now eagerly waiting for volunteers to help get ready for PORT! Tables and clothes 
racks are set up and labeled.  We will have a “clothes closet party” January 31 after the ser-
vice.  Bring a bag lunch if you want to eat first.  We will do as much as we can on that day and 
hopefully finish up on Wednesday, February 3rd.   

 
 

Items Requested:  Travel toothpaste, soap, lotion and shampoo 

Toothbrushes, wash clothes, razors, hand sanitizer, Lysol, wipes 
 

Men and Women : Underclothes, gloves, scarves, hats, jeans, sweatshirts, coats, winter shoes 
 

Place items in the gym. 
 

We will have the signup sheets in Prior Hall, so please sign up where you will be able to help! 

 

Please donate your !me and/or money, toiletries, and warm 



Weekly Assignment               

Schedule 

This week at HBC 

Youth Yard Sale 

 

The Youth Yard Sale is scheduled 

for May 14th.  If you have  donations 

you can bring them now and place 

them upstairs in first room on the 

right on the second floor.   

 

 

Monday, January 18th 

2:00pm Singing Saints 

 Newport 
 

 

Wednesday, January 20th 

5:00 pm Wednesday Night Supper 

6:15 pm  Children in Action 

6:15 pm NC Practice 

6:15 pm Bible Study 

6:00 pm Youth 
 

 

Sunday, January 24th 

9am Sunday School/ Life Groups 

10am Worship Celebration 

 

 SS and Children’s Church 

January 31– Kathy Devol 

Judy France 

February 7– Cathy Childs  

Heather Nemec 

 

Nursery Helpers  

January 31– Youth/Children's  

Classes 

February 7– Joy Class 

 

Food Distribution this week 

February 2– Gloria Ammons 

Kathy Moore 

February 4– Pat Painter 

Mary Pulley 

 

WNS Support 

February 3– WMU 

February 10– Tribble & Hope Class 
 

Greeters 
January 31– Mia Kuhlne 

Colleen Devol 
February 7– Don Krause 

Roger Cooke 
 

Ushers 
January 31– Ricky Bennett 

Leann Gardner 
February 7– Robert Overman 

Pam Cooke 
 

     Lock Up 
January 31- Pam Cooke 
February 7– Bob Spiers 

 
 

Bus Ministry 
January 31– Stan Landgon 

February 7– Joe Caskie 
 
 
 
 

 



It’s Not What You Would Do… It's What You Can Do! 
 
Calling. It's a vague word and it looks different for all of us - but we 
all want it. What is God's purpose for us? What does He want us to 
do with the time we've been given?  
 
Our calling is not some distant future dream we'll chase and                   
champion when our situation allows it. It's not what we would do… 
it's what we can do! 
 
Let me ask you, “What good would you do if you had perfect           

circumstances at this point in your life?” 
 
“I would if I could… But I can’t so I won’t…” That is the preset response of most people when God 
calls them to do something, or a need arises in the world that they are individually called to meet. “I 
would if I could… But I can’t so I won’t…” 
 
Let me suggest if you cannot do the good that you would, then you should do the good that you can! 
Realize that your calling is active, not passive. Usually the people that God calls and uses are not the 
people who have the best of everything. They are more often the people who have the least, or the 
smallest. The difference is that they make the most of what they do have. 

A lot of people think of their calling in terms in terms of what they will do “someday”. But the world 
is not changed by what you will do one day if it is not connected to something you are doing right 
now. Don’t put your calling on consignment. Don’t defer your destiny. Don’t put out there some           
idealistic situation where when it happens, only then you will accomplish the will of God with your 
life. 

It’s not what you do with what you could, it’s what you do with what you have. When you offer God 
what you have, He can turn a little bit into a lot. But He can’t multiply nothing, because nothing    
multiplied is still nothing! 

The good news, actually the best news we can know is that right now where we are, with who we are 
and what we have – It is more than enough when we surrender and give ourselves completely to 
God. 

Right now, this moment, when we get ourselves into God’s will for our lives we discover the secret to 
true abundance is to begin living in the now moment with God – It’s not what you would… It’s what 
you can!  

“I can do ALL things through Christ who loves me and gave Himself for me!” Philippians 4:13.            

Receive and live in the word today! 



Passionate About God’s Will 
 

“So we continued the work... from the first light of dawn till the 
stars came out.” 
Nehemiah 4:21 

 
In the face of overwhelming odds, Nehemiah rebuilt the walls of  
Jerusalem in just 52 days.  
 
How? Because he had a single-minded passion to do so! Facing the 
greatness of his need, Nehemiah looked beyond his present                    
situation and focused on the greatness of his God 

 
Some of us are afraid to pray, “Lord, I’ll do what you want me to do.” We fear that he might send us 
somewhere we don’t want to go or asks us to do something we don’t feel ready or qualified to do.  
 
That when we discover that we’ve got it all wrong!  
 
The Bible says God’s will is “good, and acceptable, and perfect” (Romans 12:2). What is there to be 
afraid of in that formula? 
 
Now, while God’s will for us is “good,” it’s not necessarily easy! But, He gives us a passion for it. 
Jeremiah said that when he tried to stop speaking about the Lord, God’s Word became “like a 
burning fire shut up in my bones.” (Jeremiah 20:9) You can’t contain a fire that God lights. When 
He sets your heart ablaze, you begin to see things you never saw before and get excited about them.  
 
Not only does God enable our present and future. He redeems our past. He can even take your 
chapters of regret and write a story of grace, if you are will ing to surrender them to Him. 
  
But it’s not likely you’ll experience much of a passion for anything if you’re just sitting on the            
sidelines waiting for something to happen. James says “Don’t just be a hearer of God’s word, be a 
doer.” (James 1:22)  
 
Remember there is very little difference between a deep rut and a grave, and when you are caught 
only spinning your wheels you often find yourself simply digging your hole deeper! 
 
One of the greatest secrets of true discipleship is discovering that you’ll get a passion for God’s will 
once you begin doing it! You’ll think, “this is what I was made for.”  
 
Then when you discover that you have a compelling reason for doing something, and you know that 
God is watching and smiling on you, it makes all the difference! 



Unfolding the Rosebud and  
Discovering God’s Will For Our Lives 

 
A young, new preacher was walking with an older, more seasoned                 
preacher in the garden one day and feeling a bit insecure about what God 
had for him to do, he was inquiring of the older preacher. The older 
preacher walked up to a rosebush and handed the young preacher a rose-
bud and told him to open it without tearing off any petals. 
  
The young preacher looked in disbelief at the older preacher and was             

trying to figure out what a rosebud could possibly have to do with his wanting to know the WILL 
OF GOD for his life and for his ministry. Because of his high respect for the older preacher, he            
proceeded to TRY to unfold the rose, while keeping every petal intact. It wasn’t long before he             
realized how it was impossible to do so. 
  
Noticing the younger preacher’s inability to unfold the rosebud while keeping it in tact, the older 
preacher began to tell the following poem... 
 

Unfolding The Rosebud 
  

It is only a tiny rosebud, 
A flower of God’s design; 

But I cannot unfold the petals 
With these clumsy hands of mine. 

  
The secret of unfolding flowers 

Is not known to such as I. 
God opens this flower so sweetly, 

When in my hands they fade and die. 
  

If I cannot unfold a rosebud, 
This flower of God’s design, 

Then how can I think I have wisdom 
To unfold this life of mine? 

  
So I’ll trust in Him for His leading 

Each moment of every day. 
I will look to Him for His guidance 

Each step of the pilgrim way. 
  

The pathway that lies before me, 
Only my heavenly Father knows. 

I’ll trust Him to unfold the moments, 
Just as He unfolds the rose. 

   



Harvest What You Plant 

 

Pretend you've come to visit me. I'm working in my greenhouse. (Neither my 
house nor my thumb is green, but let's pretend.) It's the perfect spot for        
flowers and fruit. You've always thought I was a bit crazy, but what I do next 
removes all doubt. I strip seeds off weeds – crab grass, grass burrs. You can't 
believe what you've just seen. 

  

"I thought you wanted a greenhouse full of flowers and fruit!" you say. 

 

"I do," I answer. 

 

You ask, "Then don't you think you ought to plant flower seeds and fruit seeds?" 

 

My foolish response, "Do you have any idea how much those seeds cost? No thanks, I'm taking the 
cheap and easy route." 

 

Think for a moment of your heart as a greenhouse. Consider your thoughts as seed. Some become 
flowers.  Others weeds. Sow seeds of hope and enjoy optimism. Sow seeds of doubt and expect           
insecurity. Galatians 6:7 says, "People harvest only what they plant." 

 

 

What We Think 

 

There is much we cannot control that takes place around us. We surely 
cannot control the weather, and we cannot control the things others 
may do or say. But, we do have the power to control ourselves! Every 
moment of every day, each of us makes decisions – choices – about how 
we will proceed in life. 

 

Much of our life's direction is determined by the sum total of these daily   
decisions! 

 

In all of our choices, the area that is perhaps most difficult to control, but at the same time is the 
most important, is the choice of what we think! There is a saying that goes like this – 

 

Watch your thoughts, for they become words. 
Watch your words, for they become actions. 
Watch your actions, for they become habits. 
Watch your habits, for they become your character. 
Watch your character, for it becomes your destiny. 

 

What we think, we become.  Through the years, this phase has been attributed to many individuals. 
Regardless of who originally penned these words, they are so true. In fact, they are biblical!           
Proverbs 4:23 tells us to "be careful how you think; your life is shaped by your thoughts." 



Friend Of Saints And Sinners 

 

Jesus is not afraid to call sinners to become followers. As Christ              
followers, we need to learn from Him. The church is called to have a 
great love for sinners, because our leader does.  

 

Jesus purposefully mixed with sinners. He was not afraid of them. 
He did not treat them as enemies. He sought their company, and 
called them to become his followers. 

 

Interestingly enough, Jesus spent enough time with sinners that the religious establishment accused Him 
of sinful activity. In today's slang they would label Him a "liberal." About Jesus they said in Matthew 
11:19, “He came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look at him!’ A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of 
tax collectors and sinners!”  

 

In John 9:24 they said, “We know this man is a sinner.”  

 

If the church starts loving sinners like Jesus did, they will say the same about us - I can personally think of 
no greater honor than to be accused, labeled and identified with Christ in such a way! 

 

In John 8 the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in adultery and threw her down at Jesus’ 
feet. They questioned Jesus as to whether he agreed with them that she should be stoned to death, as      
according to Moses’ law required. Jesus said to them, “Let him who is without sin among you be the first 
to throw a stone at her.”  

 

All the accusers walked away on shame. Jesus said to the woman, “Where are your accusers, does no one 
condemn you?” She said, “No one, Lord.” Jesus answered her with the most amazing words, “Neither do I 
condemn you; go, and from now on sin no more.” 

 

Scripture is crystal clear. Every true Christ-follower recognizes the fact that at our very best we are each 
simply, "A case for grace!"  

 

Like Jesus, the church must adopt a non-condemning attitude toward sinners. A loving attitude will win 
sinners toward repentance. God loved the world so much that he sent his son to us. Romans 2:4, “Or do 
you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that God’s                  
kindness is meant to lead you to repentance?”  

 

As we walk the walk of grace, let us always remember that Jesus loves and identifies with sinners. This is 
not a license to sin or an excuse for the consequences.  It is simply a reminder that there is no room for 
the high-minded judgment of the modern day Pharisee.  

 

The church must love and identify with sinners, and do no less if we are truly following Jesus!  



Our Youth Group keeps getting better and better… 

 Sunday Mornings 9:00am  

Wednesday Nights 6:00pm 

 

“Real Life, Real Issues” 

 

Join Pastor Tee and others for these dynamic Youth Bible studies with the best of 
contemporary small-group interaction. Helping students identify distortions in vital 
areas of life, and see with greater clarity and truth about God, themselves and oth-
ers… in terms to which they can relate!  

"Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an example in speech, in con-

duct, in love, in faith, in purity." 1 Timothy 4:12 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Pastor Lynwood wishes to             
express his deepest gratitude for 
a very special year end $6,000 
plus gift specifically designated 

for the Discretion Fund, by a 
special   donor who wishes to   

remain anonymous. Your                    
faithful   generosity and support 

for   special projects at Hilton 
Baptist Church are most deeply needed and appreciated! 

  



 “I AM A CHURCH MEMBER” 

 

“Do you know how to remain a member of a country club? Pay your dues. Do that and people will 
be glad to serve you. 

Do you know how to be a biblical member of a church?  

Give abundantly and serve without hesitation. 

Note the italicized word: biblical.  

 

Sure, you can remain on the rolls of many churches and never show up or give. You can remain an 
“active” member in other churches by being a CEO Christian and showing up at Christmas and 
Easter only. You can even be a revered member in some churches by giving a nice sum to the 

church each year, even though you never lift a finger in service or ministry even though you are 
quite able. 

 

But please understand that this type of membership is not biblical membership. That approach to 
membership is man-made, man-centered and man-maintained. Biblical membership gives               

without qualification. Biblical membership views tithes and offerings as joyous giving. There are 
no strings attached. 

Biblical membership is functioning membership! 

 

Thoughts by Thomas Ranier, Author & Church Consultant 

Recommended by Joe Wircenske, Deacon Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Please remember 

your commitments and giving and be 
part  

of the 

miracle! 


