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Why People Are Leaving The Church 
 

Following are some insights from an article sent to me by 
Dwight Godwin this past week. I think it’s past time for some 
frank survival discussion and honest new strategies. 
 

You may think you know why people are leaving you, 
but I’m not sure you do. You think it’s because “the culture” 
is so lost, so perverse, so beyond help that they are all walking 
away. You think that the gays and the Muslims and the Atheists 
and the pop stars have so screwed up the morality of the world 
that everyone is abandoning faith in droves. 

  

But those aren’t the reasons people are leaving you. They aren’t the problem, Church. 
You are the problem. 
 

Let me elaborate in five ways … 
 

Your Sunday productions have worn thin. - Until you can give us something 
more than a Christian-themed performance piece; something that allows us space 
and breath and conversation and relationship, many of us are going to sleep in 
and stay away. 

You speak in a foreign tongue. - Church, you talk and talk and talk, but you do so 
using a dead language. You’re holding on to dusty words that have no resonance 
in people’s ears, not realizing that just saying those words louder isn’t the answer. 
Keep up the church-speak, and you’ll be talking to an empty room soon. 

Your vision can’t see past your building. - Rather than simply stepping out into 
the neighborhoods around you and partnering with the amazing things already 
happening, and the beautiful stuff God is already doing, you seem content to wait 
for the sinful world to beat down your door. Want to reach the people you’re 
missing? Leave the building! 

You choose lousy battles. - We know you like to fight, Church. Yet, every day we 
see a world suffocated by poverty, and racism, and violence, and bigotry, and 
hunger; and in the face of that stuff, you get awfully, frighteningly quiet. We wish 
you were as courageous in those fights as in your pet peeves and social                        
condemnations. 

 Your love doesn’t look like love. -Love seems to be a pretty big deal to you, but 
we’re not getting that when the rubber meets the road. In fact, more and more, 
your brand of love seems incredibly selective and decidedly narrow; filtering out 
all the spiritual riff-raff, which sadly includes far too many of us.  

 
 

From what we know about Jesus, we think he looks like love. The unfortunate thing is, 
you don’t look much like Him. That’s part of the reason people are leaving you, 
Church. 

On the grace journey together with you, Lynwood 
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Don’t forget we have 

Prayer Meeting             

every Wednesday Night at 

6:15pm.  We invite                     

everyone to                                     

come and be a part.  

HBC Fall Craft /Vendor Show 

September 26th   9am- 3pm 

We are looking for crafters and vendors for our 
show.  If you know someone that may be inter-

ested, have them call the church office to obtain an                  
application.   

We are having a problem 
with the doors NOT being 

shut or locked.  If you have a 
key PLEASE know that is it 
your responsibility to make 
sure that the door you came 
in and left out of is secure 

and locked.  The  

handicap door seems to be 
the one that we have the 

most problem with.  
PLEASE Take time and           

double check!!!! 

Sunday School and Worship Report  August 2, 2015 

Sunday School Enrollment…..………….……....…….……..….....103 

Contacts……………………………………..... ............. ...................41 

Visitors…………………………….………........................................1 

Total present...………………………   …….…....……….……. ….58 

   

Worship Attendance…..78 

 

  HBC Counting Report for  August 2, 2015 

8-200 Future Growth…………………………………………….$80.00 

8-103 Drink Machine………………………………………..……$1.00 

8-104– Annie Armstrong………………………………….……$160.00 

8-105 Associational Offering……………………………..…….$400.00 

8-145 Cashin / Cash ou  Bazaar ………………………………..$255.00 

8-404 WMU Bennie Russell Scholarship…………...…………..$16.10 

8-404 WMU– More Than Nets………………………………….$12.00 

8-520 Hilton School of Music……………………….………….$80.00 

8-700 Youth Ministry…………………………………………..$273.00 

Budget Offering……………………………………………….$3987.40 

Total Deposit………………………………………………….$5314.50 

Due to the Wave  

Conference we will not be having  

Wednesday Night  Prayer Meeting                   

this Wednesday. 



OUR ON GOING 

MISSION…. 

Don’t forget to bring those  

printer cartridges, old cell 

phone, MP3 players and           

cameras and drop them off in 

the church office !  We will                  

recycle them and get a little 

money for the church. 

 We will be packing Christmas Shoe boxes in the                               
September Happy Heart meeting so it is not too 
late to start bringing items to fill the                                      
boxes...school  supplies, toys,   hygiene items, 
small toys, sewing kits, coloring books, books, 
small games (just to name a few items),  You want 
to bring them ahead of time….just mark the                        
Operation Christmas Child and place them in the 
church office.   

Please pray for the following Missionaries this week: 

BS, DS 

Nathan Laughlin– British Columbia 

Anglea Clopton, Romzy Johnson– California 

Joshua Smith– Connecticut 

Manuel Goffman– Florida  RS, Charles Taylor 

Marcus McBee– Hawaii   Sub– Saharan African People 

Eunsuk Park– Illinois 

Jamie Jackson, Janice Smith– Indiana 

John Divito- Kentucky 

Cathy Earley– Neveda 

Joe Ernspoker- Ohio 

Charity Brown– Oregon 

Roger Carlson– Pennsylvania 

Al Bella– Wyoming 

Jennifer Brungardt, David White– American People 

KA– Central Asian People 

MB– Deaf People 

JF, FR– East Asian People 

Greg Brummitt, Kirstin Hesskew, Steven Jett, RW– European People 

We have shoe boxes available on the Mission Table outside 
of Prior Hall for those of you would like them to fill.  La-
bels are also there to mark what age and sex you made the 

box for.   You can return the filled box to the office for 
when we send them in a couple months 



Weekly Assignment               

Schedule This week at HBC 

Serving our local community with the love of Jesus! 

Greeters/ Ushers  
August 9– Joe and Kathy Caskie 

August 16– Roger and Pam Cooke 
Robert Overman 

 
     Lock Up 

August 9– Robbie Ayscue 
August 16– Tim Humphreys 

 
Bus Ministry 

August 9– Pam Cooke 
August 16– Joe Caskie 

 
Deacon of the Week 

August 9– Joe Wircenske 
August 16– Robbie Ayscue 

 
Nursery Helpers  

August 9– Faith Class 

August 16– Hope/ Tribble Class 

 

SS and Children’s Church 

August 9– Cathy Childs,                    
Gloria Ammons 

August 16– Kathy Devol , 

Judy France 

 

Food Distribution this week 

August 11– Jean Parker,  

Ann Nichols 

August 13– Cathy Childs, 

Chung Hae Kim 

 

If you can not be present for your 
date, please  contact a                            
replacement person. 

Monday, August 3rd 

Lifeline Screening at HBC 

 

Tuesday– Friday 

Wave Conference -VA Beach 

See Pastor Lynwood for  

 information 

 

Sunday,  August 9th 

9am Sunday School/Life Groups 

10am Worship Celebration 

Happy Birthday in August 

Aug 6– Myrna Powell 

Aug 8– Anne Kim 

Aug 10 –Lance Curtis 

              Moses Sabb 

Aug 12– Patsy Hardman 

Aug 13– Ruth Clark 

            Steffanie Smith  

  

VISION TEAM                      

MEMBERS  

 

We will be having our                

monthly Vision Team    

Meeting on Tuesday,          

August 11th at 6:30pm 



Allow The Holy Spirit To Live Through You 
 
You can work, work, work at being more Christ-like every day.  But you 
will fail. You cannot do it. God did not design you in that way, and nor 
can you develop that capacity. 
 
It is the Holy Spirit's job to produce Christ-like character in you. In a 
mystical mirror image, He is the invisible and powerful transforming 
image of everything Christ is.  
 

No one knows Jesus better than the Father and the Holy Spirit. The Father reserved His place to 
rule and reign the universe from Heaven.  When Jesus completed His earthly ministry, He                   
ascended back to the Father to sit in the throne room and to make intercession on our behalf for 
every prayer and supplication we make to God. 
 
But as the Father was delighted to send the Holy Spirit to anoint Jesus for His earthly ministry, He 
now delights in sending Him upon us.  He directs us according to Father’s perfect plan and             
purposes.  He empowers us to be conformed to the image of Jesus Christ. He delights when we         
allow His divinity to flow through and outshine our carnal fleshly natural man. 
 
You and I cannot reproduce the character of Jesus on our own strength. Resolutions, willpower, 
and best intentions are not enough. Only the Holy Spirit has the power to make the changes God 
wants to make in our lives. The Bible says, "God is working in you, giving you the desire and the 
power to do what pleases him" (Philippians 2:13 NLT). 
 
Mention "the power of the Holy Spirit," and many people think of miraculous demonstrations and 
intense emotions. But, most of the time, the Holy Spirit's power is released in your life in quiet,            
unassuming ways that you aren't even aware of or feel.  Remember the Holy Spirit is a divine               
person of the trinity. He more than merely an invisible power. 
 
In other words, Christ-likeness is not produced by imitation but by inhabitation. We allow the Holy 
Spirit to live and produce the life of Christ through us. 
 
How does this happen? Through the choices we make. We surrender access to our lives and wills by 
choosing to follow Jesus in all situations and then trust God's Spirit to give us his power, love, faith, 
and wisdom to do it. Since God's Spirit lives inside of us, these things are always available for the 
asking. 
 
Why not allow Him to live through your life more completely today? 
 



Follow Jesus Christ 
 
Many times in my life I have been in a strange town and did not know 
how to get to my destination. When I stopped for directions people 
would often say something like, "Go two blocks, turn left at the stop 
sign then go until you come to the fourth traffic light and turn right. 
You can't miss it." But I often did miss it. 
 
However, once when I asked directions the man did not give me a list 
of directions but got in his car and said, "Follow me, I'll take you right 
to it." In a sense, that man became the way to my destination. In the 
same manner, Jesus is our way to heaven. We do not get to heaven by 
following a list of directions but by following Jesus Christ.  
 
 

 
Skipping Church 
 
Lately, Pastor Mike had grown weary from the demands of his growing 
church. He was getting very little sleep and a couple of deacons had really 
been putting him to the test. 
 
So, one beautiful spring Sunday morning he decided that he would feel better 
with a relaxing round of golf. Pretending to be sick, he calls the deacons and 
informs them that he is sick and will not be able to make it that day. He 
scheduled in a guest speaker so everything was under control without him. 
 
As Pastor Mike was preparing to tee off on the first hole, the Archangel              
Michael looked over at God and said, "I'm sorry, sir, but what are you going 
to do? Pastor Mike called in to his deacons and said he was sick. He lied to 
them and to the church. And, he is skipping church all together. Shouldn't 
you punish him somehow for his behavior?" 

 
"Sure," said the Father. "I'm going to make him hit a hole-in-one on every hole." "A hole-in-one on 
every hole?!" said Michael. "That's not punishment. That's a blessing. No one has ever done that 
and you're going to help this lazy, lying pastor score a hole-in-one on every hole?  
 
How is that punishment?!" asked Michael. 
 
"Who's he gonna tell?" responded the Father. 
 



Reaching The Unchurched Requires Relationship Building 
 
A friend of mine once belonged to a cult, and he told me he    
never once felt fear when he told people about the things he       
believed. But, after becoming a Christian, he said he was filled 
with fear when he began sharing his faith. 
 
It's a powerful reminder that we do not struggle "against flesh 
and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly realms" (Ephesians 6:12 NIV). 
The enemy doesn't want us to share our faith, and so he fights 
us with fear .But God does not give us his Spirit to make us 
slaves again to fear; he fills us with his spirit to show us we are 
his children and that he is "Abba, Father" (Romans 8:15-16). 
 
Some interesting research by Sam Rainer of Rainer Research suggests that only five percent of the 
unchurched in America are likely to be highly resistant to the Gospel, antagonistic toward              
Christians, or belligerent in their conversations with and about Christians. At five percent, Sam 
says these "hardcore unchurched" account for about 8 million people, but he estimates the other 
152 million who are unchurched are far more open to hearing the Gospel. 
 
That being the case, we're more likely to find people open to the Gospel than not, and the things 
we often fear will happen will only happen – if they happen – with a very small minority of those 
outside the Church. When it comes to reaching those most resistant to the Gospel, Sam says we 
need to be prepared to defend our faith and to deal directly with misperceptions about Christiani-
ty. We also need to be sensitive to their hurt and anger. 
 
Most of all – and this is true with anyone we want to talk to about Jesus – we have to develop           
relationships with those outside the Church. When the religious leaders expressed a concern that 
Jesus was making friends with the unchurched, Jesus said, "Healthy people don't need a doctor – 
sick people do... For I have come to call not those who think they are righteous, but those who 
know they are sinners" (Matthew 9:12b, 13b). 
 
During your prayer time today:  

 
Ask God to reveal to you two people he wants you to talk to about Jesus. Ask him to prepare their 

hearts for hearing the Gospel. Also, ask him to prepare your heart for talking to them. Then, in 
faith, step past your fears and believe Jesus is already at work creating a "divine appointment"  

for you to talk to them.  
 

Now, watch for the way He answers your prayer! 



Seek To Understand 
 

In his book, Seven Habits of Highly Effective People, Stephen Covey                      
describes an experience on a subway in New York. 

 

A man and his children boarded the train, and the children were so loud and 
rambunctious they disrupted the entire car. The man sat down beside Covey, 
oblivious to the situation. Covey finally said, "Sir, your children are really  

disturbing a lot of people. I wonder if you couldn't control them a little more." 

 

The man looked startled, then said, "Oh, you're right. I guess I should do something about it. We 
just came from the hospital where their mother died about an hour ago. I don't know what to 
think, and I guess they don't know how to handle it either." 

 

Covey's attitude instantly changed, and he later admitted that he learned a valuable lesson: Seek 
to understand before seeking to be understood. 

 

Sometimes people irritate or hurt us because they themselves are in pain. If they lash out at us, 
perhaps it's just the dam burst of personal frustration. Let's look beyond their words and see their 
heart.  

 

Let's seek to understand before seeking to be understood! 

WAVE Church Conference 2015 

 

Pray for our Team Leaders attending this week –  

For a time of refreshing and renewed vision  

 for the future of HBC! 



The Perfect Mistake 

 

The story is told a Christian man in the 1930's who worked as a                
carpenter. On this particular day, he was building some crates for the 
clothes his church was sending to orphanages in China.  

 

On his way home, he reached into his shirt pocket to find his glasses, 
but they were gone. When he mentally replayed his earlier actions, he 
realized what had happened; the glasses had slipped out of his pocket 
unnoticed and fallen in one of the crates, which he had nailed shut. 

 

His brand new glasses were heading for China! The Great Depression was at it's height and               
Grandpa had six children. He had spent $20 for those glasses that very morning. He was upset by 
the thought of having to buy another pair. "It's not fair," he told God as he drove home in                       
frustration. "I've been very faithful in giving of my time and money  to your work, and now this." 

 

Months later, the director of the orphanage was on furlough in the United States. He wanted to   
visit all the churches that supported him in China, so he came to speak one Sunday at my                      
grandfather's small church in Chicago. The missionary began by thanking the people for their               
faithfulness in supporting the orphanage. "But most of all," he said, "I must thank you for the  
glasses you sent last year. You see, the Communists had just swept through the orphanage,            
destroying everything, including my glasses. I was desperate. Even if I had the money, there was 
simply no way of replacing those glasses. Along with not being able to see well, I experienced              
headaches every day, so my co-workers and I were much in prayer about this. Then your crates           
arrived. When my staff removed the covers, they found a pair of glasses lying on top." 

 

The missionary paused long enough to let his words sink in. Then, still gripped with the wonder of 
it all, he continued, "Folks, when I tried on the glasses, it was as though they had been custom 
made just for me! I want to thank you for being a part of that." The people listened, happy for the 
miraculous glasses. But the missionary surely must have confused their church with another, they 
thought. There were no glasses on their list of items to be sent overseas. But sitting quietly in the 
back, with tears streaming down his face, an ordinary carpenter realized the Master Carpenter had 
used him in an extraordinary way. 

 

There are times we want to blame God instead of thanking Him! Perhaps it is something we ought 
to try more often, "Thank you God for not allowing my car to start this morning." He may have 
been saving your life from a car accident. May God bless your weekend. Look for the perfect             
mistakes. 



Sunday Mornings 9:00am 

Wednesday Nights 6:00pm 

 

“Real Life, Real Issues” 

 

Join us for these dynamic Youth Bible studies with the best of contemporary small-group                      
interaction. Helping students identify distortions in vital areas of life, and see with greater clarity 
and truth about God, themselves and others… in terms to which they can relate! 

 

  

Thank you for your support for our Young People  

this Summer… 

 

 Our Youth group continues to grow both                 
numerically and spiritually in the grace and 

knowledge of the Lord!  

 

Pray now for Pastor Tee and more Youth &                
Volunteers for Fall 2015 – 

 

HBC’s best days are yet to come! 



Summer “Dog Days” 
 

Everyone knows that the “dog days of summer” occur during the hottest 
and muggiest part of the season. Webster defines “dog days” as.... 

1: the period between late July and early September when the hot              
sultry weather of summer usually occurs in the northern hemisphere / 
2: a period of stagnation or inactivity 

 

Let’s not let August become a “Dog Days” for our church with stagnation 
or inactivity in our giving. In today’s struggling economy for everyone in 
our church family, young and old alike, simply making ends meet can be 
our greatest challenge.  The same need is faced by HBC as a ministry.   

 

Please remember our beloved church in your prayers and sacrificial giving – that we will be able to 
pay our bills and meet our budget goals, throughout the challenges of summer’s end. We realize 
that in our human reason and accounting, that seems like an almost impossible task.  But we also 
know, that with our God, “All things are possible when we believe…!” 

 

Hear this from your pastor who loves you and wants more than anything in my life to be found 
faithful at HBC in the ministry to which God has called me: “I love you, I pray for you and I am 
believing for God’s very best in your life – spiritually, physically, emotionally, in your family and 
in your finances too!”            
     In His awesome faith and love, Lynwood 

 

 

 

           
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      

   God is doing some ex-
citing new and powerful things through 

the faithful people of God at HBC… 

 

Please remember 

your commitments and giving and be 


