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The Fiery Furnaces Of Our Lives 
 

"Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us                              
to triumph in Christ" (2 Cor. 2:14). 

 
God gets His greatest victories out of apparent defeats. 
Very often the enemy seems to triumph for a little, and 
God lets it be so; but then He comes in and upsets all the 
temporary and deceptive work of the enemy, overthrows 
the apparent victory, and as the Bible says, "turns the 
way of the wicked upside down." In this way, He gives a 

great deal larger victory than we would have known if He had not allowed the 
enemy, seemingly, to triumph in the first place. 
  
The story of the three Hebrew children being cast into the fiery furnace is a               
familiar one. It looked as if the servants of the living God were going to have a 
terrible defeat. We have all been in places where it seemed as though we were 
defeated, and the enemy rejoiced. We can imagine what a complete defeat this 
looked to be. They fell down into the flames, and their enemies watched them to 
see them burn up in that awful fire, but were greatly astonished to see them 
walking around in the fire enjoying themselves. Nebuchadnezzar told them to 
"come forth out of the midst of the fire." Not even a hair was singed, nor was 
the smell of fire on their garments, "because there is no other god that can              
deliver after this sort." 
 
What appeared to be a hopeless defeat resulted in a marvelous victory! 
 
Suppose that these three men had lost their faith and courage, and had                 
complained, saying, "Why did not God keep us out of the furnace!" They would 
have been burned, and God would not have been glorified.  

 
If there is a great trial in your life today, do not own it as a defeat, but continue, 
by faith, to claim the victory through Him who is able to make you more than 
conqueror, and a glorious victory will soon be apparent. Let us learn that in all 
the hard places God brings us into, He is making opportunities for us to                 
exercise such faith in Him as will bring about blessed results and greatly glorify 
His name. – 
 
The following verse is from a poem called, “Life’s Lessons,”  
 

“The clouds that cover sunshine 
They cannot banish the sun; 

And the earth shines out the brighter 
When the weary rain is done. 

We must stand in the deepest shadow 
To see the clearest light; 

And often through wrong’s own darkness 
Comes the very strength of light.” 

 
On the grace journey together with you today, Lynwood 
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Don’t forget we have 

Prayer Meeting             

every Wednesday Night at 

6:15pm.  We invite                     

everyone to                                     

come and be a part.  

Community DinnerCommunity DinnerCommunity DinnerCommunity Dinner    

Friday, July 31st                     Friday, July 31st                     Friday, July 31st                     Friday, July 31st                     

530 til 7pm530 til 7pm530 til 7pm530 til 7pm    

 

Mark your calendars now 

and come out and eat with 

new friends! 

Sunday School and Worship Report July 26, 2015 

Sunday School Enrollment…..………….……....…….……..….....103 

Contacts……………………………………..... ............. ...................35 

Visitors…………………………….………........................................3 

Total present...………………………   …….…....………..……. ….52 

3 Classes had no report 
   

Worship Attendance…..91 
 

  HBC Counting Report for  July 26, 2015 

8-200 Future Growth………………………………….…………$60.00 

8-403 Food Closet………………………………………….…  .$100.00 

8-106 Alma Hunt……………………………………….………..$60.00 

Budget Designated in Memory of Mary Tanner…………..……..$55.00 

Budget Offering………………………………….…………….$2948.12 

Total Deposit…………………………………….…………….$3223.12 

 

June Recap 

Budget Receipts  $24,679.00   Budget Expenses   $21,406.56 

Designated Receipts  $4096.78   Designated Expenses $6824.75 
 

Money Market Balance   $53,101.41 

Savings  $12,723.82 

Outreach  $16,493.78 

Building Maintenance   $19,705.11 

Designated  Replenish  $4178.70   
 

R&R Account  Balance  $25,581.61 

PDF   $6,992.73 

R & R  $10,419.23 

Youth Worker   $8,169.65 
 

 

We are having a problem 
with the doors NOT being 

shut or locked.  If you have a 
key PLEASE know that is it 
your responsibility to make 
sure that the door you came 
in and left out of is secure 

and locked.  The  

handicap door seems to be 
the one that we have the 

most problem with.  
PLEASE Take time and           

double check!!!! 



OUR ON 

GOING 

MISSION…. 

 We will be packing Christmas Shoe boxes in the                               
September Happy Heart meeting so it is not too 
late to start bringing items to fill the                                      
boxes...school  supplies, toys,   hygiene items, 
small toys, sewing kits, coloring books, books, 
small games (just to name a few items),  You want 
to bring them ahead of time….just mark the                        
Operation Christmas Child and place them in the 
church office.   

HBC Fall Craft /Vendor Show 

September 26th   9am- 3pm 

We are looking for crafters and vendors for our 
show.  If you know someone that may be interested, have 

them call the church office to obtain an application.   

PBA Senior Adult July Jam 

Monday July 27th    2pm—4pm 

 

Free (but you must register by 

July 23rd) Donuts and Coffee 

Call Mike Haywood 596-4587  / 

508-7557  

Program: Summer Missionary 

from  Romania, Craig Waddell 

and other Summer Missionaries 

 

Pat Painter and Karen Simpson 

are going!  They would love to 

have you go along as well, contact 

one of them today! 

 

Please pray for the following Missionaries this week: 

BS, DS 

Linda Ables– Alabama 

Jeremy Aylett, Christ Watson– California 

Ernesto Gonzales– Connecticut 

Sharon Fields McCormick– Georgia 

James Holland– Illinois 

Brian Mahon, Jenny Mahon, Joshua Wyatt– Massachusetts 

Tim Miller– Montana 

Ashley Olinger– North Dakota 

Kelley Cordle– Ohio 

Cole Brown– Oregon 

Roberto Torres– Wisconsin 

AL, BW - Central Asian People 

JR– East Asian People 

Tim Berry, ER, Kelly, Manire– European People 

JS, Casie Pittman– Northern African and Middle Eastern People 

KS, SR– South Asian People 

EN, SR-  Sub-Saharan African People 



Weekly Assignment               

Schedule This week at HBC 

Serving our local community with the love of Jesus! 

Lifeline Screening at 

HBC 

 

Monday, August 3, 2015 

Please registration                          

is required. 

1-888-653-6450 

 

Screen for: 

Stroke /Carotid Screening 

Heart Rhythm 

Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm 

Peripheral Arterial Disease 

Osteoporosis Risk 

July 

HELP Dental 
Clinic 

 

Toothpaste,  
 toothbrushes, and 

dental floss 

 

Church Pantry 

Food Pantry 

In the month of June we fed 97 people 

from our food pantry.  Please remember 

that you are able to bring canned goods 

and non-perishable items and donate 

them to help those who are having a 

hard time.  If you would like to donate monetarily to this wor-

thy cause, mark your offering Food Closet and we will be sure 

to use it for that purpose. 

Wednesday, July 29th 

6:15 pm  Prayer Meeting 

6:15 pm NC Practice 

6:15 Youth 

 

Friday, July 31st 

5:30 Community Dinner 

 

Sunday,  August 2nd 

9am Sunday School/Life Groups 

10am Worship Celebration 

Happy Birthday in July 

27– Wayne Tawney 

28– Melvin Roulhac 

    Herb Turner 

30– Ciara Demorier 

     Joseph Kubitz 

31– Marcella Curtis 

      Cynthia Gibson 

 

Greeters/ Ushers  
August 2– Paul Thorne,  
Ray Moody, Moses Sabb 

August 9– Joe and Kathy Caskie 
 

     Lock Up 
August 2– Bob Spiers 

August 9– Robbie Ayscue 
 

Bus Ministry 
August 2– Stan Langdon 
August 9– Pam Cooke 

 
Deacon of the Week 

August 2– Brian Fries 
August 9– Joe Wircenske 

 
Nursery Helpers  

August 2– Joy Class 

August 9– Faith Class 

 

SS and Children’s Church 

August 2– Tracy Venable 

Margaret Upole 

August 9– Cathy Childs,                    
Gloria Ammons 

 

Food Distribution this week 

July 28– Dreama, Sue Monfalcone 

July 30– Sue Monfalcone 

Karen Simpson 

 

If you can not be present for your 
date, please  contact a                            
replacement person. 

 



Unhurried, Uninterrupted Time With God… 
 
A real Christian stands out in the crowd!  
 

Their character is deeper, 
their ideas fresher, 
their spirit softer, 
their courage greater, 
their leadership better, 
their concerns wider, 
their compassion more genuine, 
their convictions more concrete. 
 

They're joyful in spite of difficult circumstances and show wisdom far beyond their 
years. And they're full of surprises: you think you have them boxed in, but they turn 
out to be unpredictable. When you're around them you feel slightly off balance be-
cause you don't know what to expect next. Over time you that their unexpected ideas 
and actions can be trusted. 
 
Why? Because these people have a strong relationship with the Lord – one that's re-
newed day by day. David said: "Their delight is in the law of the Lord, and on His 
law they meditate day and night." (Psalm 1:2) 
 
They have a spiritual root system that reaches down to streams of living water. Con-
sequently, what they put their hand to prospers. Too few of us ever reach this level. 
How come? 
 
Because we're just too busy! 
 
The arch-enemy of spiritual growth is business, which is closely tied to something the 
Bible calls "worldliness" – getting caught up with society's agenda, to the neglect of 
walking with God. 
 
Anyway you cut it, a key ingredient in real Christianity is – time. Not left over time, 
not throw away time, but quality time. 
 
Time for contemplation. 
 
Time for meditation. 
 
Time for reflection. 
 
Unhurried, uninterrupted time with God. 
   



More Than Believing Alone 
 

“And Jesus said to him, ‘Go; your faith has made you well.’               
Immediately he regained his sight and began following Him on 

the road.” (Mark 10:52) 
 
I don’t know what step you need to take next, but I do know that 
you need to take it. For someone, the next step is to accept Jesus 
Christ into your life. For someone else, it may be to be baptized. 
Maybe you need to join a church, get into a small group, tithe, find 

a ministry, invite a friend to church. I don’t know what your next step is, but I do know this: You 
have one. God will never be finished taking you deeper in faith. There is always a next step. 
 
If you don’t take the next step, you’re going to get stuck in a rut — and the only difference between 
a grave and a rut is the length. If you don’t move forward in faith, you will die. Your heart will grow 
cold, and you will feel more distant from God. He isn’t going to help you with step three, four, and 
five until you take step one. If you’re asking God to help you with something, he’s asking you, “Why 
haven’t you done what I’ve already told you to do?” You may have “been aiming to” do something. 
Stop aiming and pull the trigger. 
 
Before Bartimaeus met Jesus, he was sitting beside the road. After he received his sight from the 
Lord, he “began following Jesus on the road” (Mark 10:52b NASB). Which of those two phrases 
describes your life: sitting beside the road or following Jesus on the road? Which of those two             
lifestyles do you think is more fulfilling? Which do you think has more joy, more meaning, and 
more satisfaction? Which one do you want to represent your life? 
 
There’s only one way to follow Jesus on the road: Take the next step. 
 
Faith is more than believing. Faith is more than thinking, talking, or having convictions about                
Jesus. Faith is action. It is movement; it is activity. Faith is something you do. In fact, the Bible says 
in James 2:14, “If people say they have faith, but do nothing, their faith is worth nothing” (NCV).  
 
Where do you get the faith to begin a fresh start? There’s only one source: Jesus Christ. 
 

“Everything that we have — right thinking and right living, a clean slate and a fresh start — 
comes from God by way of Jesus Christ”  

(1 Corinthians 1:30 MSG). 
 
Bartimaeus had no idea that Jesus Christ was going to pass his way that day. To him, it was just  
another day. But God gave him an unexpected opportunity that offered him a fresh start. God is 
giving you the same opportunity. Don’t blow it. Take your next step of faith before the opportunity 
passes you by. 



What Is Ministry? 
 
Ministry is giving when you feel like keeping, praying for 
others when you need to be prayed for, feeding others when 
your own soul is hungry, living truth before people even 
when you can't see results, hurting with other people even 
when your own hurt can't be spoken, keeping your word even 
when it is not convenient, it is being faithful when your flesh 
wants to run away.  
 
 
 

 
Love and Punishment 
 
I read an illustration of a small boy who was always late coming home 
from school. His parents warned him that he would face punishment if 
he came home late again. The next day, the boy came home late. When 
dinnertime arrived, the boy came to the table and looked at his plate. 
Upon the plate was nothing but a piece of bread. In his glass, only         
water. He looked at his parent's dinner plates and noticed that they 
were full of food, their glasses full of milk. The boy was stunned. 
 
Then, without so much as a word about his son's behavior, the father 
switched his own plate and glass with his son's. As he began to eat the 
piece of bread, he smiled at his son. Later in life the son recalled that it 
was on that day as a boy when he learned what God was really like. 
 
This story provides us with a simple picture of God's love for us. The father in the story, who did 
not do anything wrong, out of love took upon himself his son's punishment. The Scriptures provide 
us with the same message of God's love for us – that through Jesus ‘death on the cross and His  
resurrection, He who was sinless took upon Himself the guilt and punishment of our sins. What a 
gift that God's grace is always greater than our sin! If you have responded to God's love through 
placing your faith in Christ, you are set free from the punishment of sin. Today, in everything you 
do, let your life reflect your gratitude for God's love. 
 

 
 
The Last Impression 
 
A man finally summons the courage to go sky diving for the very first 
time. The preparation and plane flight go smoothly, but immediately  
after jumping from the plane, he is unable to get his parachute to deploy. 
As he hurtles towards the earth, he is shocked to see a man rocketing       
upwards toward him. 
 
 As they pass in the air, the skydiver yells, "Do you know anything about 
parachutes?" 
 
The second man responds, "No. Do you know anything about gas grills?"  



 “Sorry--No Spare Grace Today?”  
 
 “‘When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to 
the very edges of your field or gather the gleanings of your 
harvest.” Leviticus 19: 9-10 
 
“Is your generosity based on facts or faith?” I would imagine 
that most of us would answer that question, “Faith!” 
 

 Demographer and pollster George Barna did a survey a number of years ago and  
discovered that generosity is something that over 93% of all Christians polled believe 
in and ascribe to. However, when he went on in his survey to refine the question by 
adding “Do you know the limits of your giving and, therefore, mark yourself as one 
who is a prudent in that giving, always with an eye on who might be benefiting          
unscrupulously or frivolously of your giving?” The vast majority of Christians polled 
chose this latter statement as most indicative of how they view their generosity.  
 
If you are like most Christians, qualifying your giving is an important part of what it 
means to be generous. It’s simply makes sense to limit the scope of our giving lest we 
become squanderers and fools in that giving. To most of us, this is what good            
stewardship is all about. 
 
God instructed His children not only to be generous but to show that generosity in a 
way that was selfless and non-determining. He forbid His people from selecting            
targets for their generosity or limiting the scope of their generosity. Simply,                      
generosity was something that should flow freely and without restrictions from a              
loving heart that was filled with gratitude to a gracious God whose supply of mercy 
and grace was never-ending. It sprang from a wellspring of love that could never be 
diminished or used up.  
 
Therefore, when they planted a field they planted that field not only with themselves 
in mind but also the weary traveler that might be journeying along that same field at 
the time of harvest. There were to be no distinctions as to whom that traveler might 
be. It may be their neighbor but it was more likely to be a stranger. It might even be 
an alien, someone not living in the land. This reminded God’s people that they were 
mere caretakers of what He had generously given them in the first place. It wasn’t a 
supply of grace that they owned. Rather, they were tapped into God’s eternal grace 
that flows without end.  
 
This is also how God asks us to show our generosity. When we qualify it or attempt to 
“perfect it” through our own wisdom and understanding, we become like those poor 
Indians; more concerned that the good we possess might be depleted and we would 
suffer for it. God grant that we may never measure our generosity by our own poor 
standards, standards of grace that can never hold a candle to the One who IS grace! 



Visible Faith We Can Grasp 
 
I was coming out of Wal-Mart the other day and accidently 
dropped a receipt I knew I needed to save.  As soon as I 
reached down to pick it up a gust of wind came and moved it 
few feet away.  I followed, bent down and the same thing               
happened again. The same thing happened a few times more 
before I finally successfully retrieved it.  For a moment I felt 

like I was on God’s version of “Candid Camera,” and He was laughing! 
 
Sometimes I feel like this as I am reaching to grasp onto faith when I need it the 
most. One moment there, the next moment just out of reach! Has this ever                    
happened to you? 
 
There is an understanding of truth like this in in Scripture that we know and have 
heard many times. Sometimes we get it, sometimes we don’t. The passage is loaded 
with great truth and personal application with regard to compassion, persistence, 
corporate faith and the revelation of Jesus authority and power, just to name a few 
things. "When Jesus saw their faith..." (Luke 5:20) 
 
You know the story. Jesus was in someone's house teaching when some men 
brought their paralytic friend to Jesus carrying him on a mat. When they arrived at 
the house where Jesus was teaching they could not get anywhere close, so they made 
their way to the roof of the house. They proceeded to rip a hole in the roof large 
enough to lower their friend down so he lay at Jesus‘ feet. It is then Luke notes, 
"when Jesus saw their faith, he said..." Jesus "saw" their faith! Their faith was so 
visibly demonstrated that there was no need of inquiry or verbalization. 
 
There are times where the record indicates Jesus’ confronting a person's faith by 
asking if they believe or their faith is addressed in some verbal form. Yet, there are 
as many recorded incidents where Jesus responds to someone's visible faith alone, 
or He makes note of the individual's faith after the fact. However the power of these 
words for us lies in their implicit question, "is our faith visible?" Do our actions, our 
daily lives, so demonstrate our faith that people see it? That Jesus sees it? 
 
James confronts us with this very issue stating, "But someone will say, ‘You have 
faith; I have deeds.‘ Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my 
faith by what I do…" (James 2:18-19) 
 
Sometimes I grasp this truth.  Sometimes it slips away and I have to chase to get it 
back.  Faith that is not being demonstrated by our every day actions, is no faith at 
all! And it is abundantly clear in Scripture and history, that this is the kind of faith 
God wants for you and me to experience – even if it require us to chase it down! 



What Are You Talking About? 
 
After failing in business, Paul Galvin attended an auction for his own 
company. He was ‘down‘ but he wasn't ‘out'! With the last of his money 
he bought back the department which later became – Motorola! How's 
that for a comeback story? 
 
The Bible says, "In... prosperity be joyful, but in adversity consider and 
see what you can learn... God has appointed the one as well as the              
other" (Ecclesiastes 7:14). Whenever we face new challenges, like       
changing careers, going back to school or starting a new relationship, 
our old programming kicks in and tells us we're not equal to the task. 
Look out! The Bible says, "Those who are careful about what they say 
protect their lives ...whoever speaks without thinking will be ruined" 
Prov. 13:3 

 
The wonderful thing about being the person God created you to be, is that He pre-programmed you 
to handle new situations, to change and to grow. Don't build a case against yourself by listening to 
old voices without or within, or speaking words that undermine your confidence. Doing something 
you've never done before usually involves an anxiety-induced learning curve that follows along 
these lines: "There's no way I can do this... I suppose I can try... I'm doing it, but not very well... I'm 
still doing it but I'm scared... I'm doing better... I'll give it one more shot... Hey, I'm doing pretty 
good... I can do this!" 
 
Obstacles... What Obstacles? 
 

"Forgetting those things which are behind." Ph 3:13 
 
It's impossible to reach your God-given destiny without                      
overcoming your past. If you need inspiration to overcome your 
life's obstacles, look straight to Jesus. His national identity             
labeled him as part of a hated minority, people who faced                
prejudice every day. The stubborn religious leaders refused to 
listen to his message of love. Instead they hounded him as a 
heretic. One of His closest friends betrayed Him to make himself wads of cash. Ultimately He was 
classified as “too dangerous to live” and so was sentenced without a fair trial and died like the worst 
criminal. And what does He say about His suffering, and ours? “But cheer up! I have defeated the 
world” (John 16:33). 
 
It seems like the only kind of party some people enjoy being at is a pity-party. And there's only ever 
one person on the invite list; yourself! Listen, don't waste your time and energy replaying things in 
the past that can't be changed. The past is over so get over it. That might sound a bit harsh, but 
maybe today's the day you need to hear it. Make today the day you look forward. Get up and get on! 
God says, “The plans I have for you... are... good” (Jeremiah 29:11 NLT). That means the best is yet 
to come!  



 

 

Sunday Mornings 9:00am 
Wednesday Nights 6:00pm 

“Real Life, Real Issues” 
 

Join us for these dynamic Youth Bible studies with the best of contempo-
rary small-group interaction. Helping students identify distortions in vital 
areas of life, and see with greater clarity and truth about God, themselves 

and others… in terms they can relate to! 
 

Keep praying for Pastor Tee and our new  
youth ministry direction… 

 

YOUNG PEOPLE - JOIN PASTOR TEE FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL AND 
SHARE QUESTIONS & AN-
SWERS IN LIVELY REAL                                          

LIFE DISCUSSIONS! 
 

Thank you for your faithful 
prayers and generous giving 

to HBC… 
 

As we continue to 
obey God, 

listen to His voice,  
and work together  
we will continue to                            

accomplish great things for 
His kingdom! 

Hilton Baptist Church 


