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Have You Ever Wanted  
To “Unfollow” Jesus? 

 
Does this sound like a shocking question? Perhaps            
almost blasphemous? In essence, this is the question 
Jesus himself posed to His disciples. Nearing the end of 
his public earthly ministry, Jesus began to talk about 
his upcoming destiny with the cross and returning to 
His Father God. After He said these things, many of his 
followers left him. They stopped following Jesus. Jesus 

asked the twelve apostles, His closest disciples: “You do not want to leave too, 
do you?...  Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go?”  
 
Here is the mark of the true believer: He cannot quit! When Jesus said to 
them, Will you go away also? it is clear that he would have let them go if they 
had wanted to.. Responding to our Lord's words, Peter says three wonderful 
things: 
 
First, he says, in effect, Lord, we have been thinking about it. We have in             
vestigated the alternatives. You're not easy to live with. You embarrass us. You 
frighten us. We don't understand you at times. We see and hear you do things 
that simply blow our minds. You offend people who we think are important. 
But truth is, two things hold us, things we cannot deny. The first is your words. 
They are the most remarkable words we have ever heard. They explain us and 
they explain life to us. They satisfy us. Nobody speaks like you do, nobody              
understands life like you do.  
 
Secondly, Lord, we have seen “who” you are. Notice how Peter puts it: We 
have believed, and have come to know. That implies a process which has              
perhaps gone on over the course of months and years. Peter is saying, we have 
watched you. You fit the prophecies; you fulfill the predictions. You have 
drawn us and compelled us and there is no place to go. 
 
I have found this to be true of real Christians. Those who are faithful always 
feel this way about Jesus. They know their own failures, their own weaknesses. 
They know that despite the many times they do not understand what is              
happening to them, yet they cannot leave. 
 
I had a phone call once from a young man, a relatively new Christian who said 
to me, I can't make it. I can't continue to be a Christian. It's too hard. I blow it 
all the time. I'm going to hang it up. I had heard that kind of thing before, so I 
said to him, that's a good idea. Why don't you do that? There was a pause on 
the line, and then he said to me, you know I can't do that. I said, I know it. Of 
course you can't. You can't quit. Who can you go to? Where can you find           
answers and resources anywhere else? 
 
This is what Peter is saying to Jesus…  Can we say the same? 

 
On the grace journey together with you, Lynwood 



The Hilton Baptist Church Record 

May 24, 2015 
101 Main Street 

Newport News, VA 23601 

Sunday School and Worship Report May 24, 2015 

Sunday School Enrollment…..………….……....…….……..….....104 

Contacts……………………………………..... ............. ...................45 

Visitors…………………………….………........................................5 

Total present...………………………   …….…....……….……. ….54 

One class no report 

   

Worship Attendance…70 

 

  HBC Counting Report for  May 24, 2015 

8-200 Future Growth…………………………………………….$60.00 

8-102 Wednesday Night Supper…………………………………$85.00 

8-105 Association Missions……………………...…...………..$140.00 

8-700 Youth Work camp………………………… …………    $660.00 

Budget Offerings………………………………….....……….$2098.00 

Total Deposit………………………….……………………..$3043.00 

 

R & R Deposit…………………………………………………$25.00 

A special thank to the Peninsula Camp Fund for their            

donation of $510.00 for Sponsorship for our Youth to attend 

Work Camp!   Others of the church have donated to this 

cause and your donations to the Youth are more than                 

appreciated!  Thank you so much for making difference in 

lives  of our young people! 

Community Dinner– This Friday May 29th  5:30pm—7:00pm 

 

We need all of the family of Hilton to come and be a part.  Please come and enjoy 
dinner and sit with our guests that will be  coming.  We want to be able to meet 
people and talk to them, to make them feel welcome and invite them to come back 
and be with us.   

Help us show the  love of Jesus to our community! 



OUR ON 

GOING 

MISSION…. 

“More Than Nets” 

Give to the mission that helps             
prevent Malaria in Yendi. 

Malaria has been eliminated from 
the United States and other           

developed countries.   It is still a 
threat to more than 40% of the  

world’s population..  

Mark your envelope...More than 
Nets. $10.00 will provide one net! 

 

 

May 

 

Migrant Ministry Center 
 

Men’s Need: Long sleeved 
white or light colored shirts 

Pants with waist size no larger 
than 34” 

 

Food Pantry 

Associational Missions 

Our Goal   $1500.00 

Collected to date:  645.42 

Please pray for the following Missionaries this week: 

BS, DS 

Jay Dagenhart– Alaska 

Marcia Clarke-Morguarge, Terry Land– Georgia 

Nathan Harden, Ken McCune– Idaho 

Scott Venable– Illinois 

Noel Williamson– Massachusetts 

Kyle Blair– Minnesota 

Keith Utley– Missouri 

Lisa combs-Fortier– New Hampshire 

Ananth Kumar– New York 

Jerome Gay– North Carolina 

Doug Sibcy– Ohio 

Dayla Rowland– Oklahoma 

Stephen Mook– Rhode Island 

Jacob Vo– Texas 

Tonya Sawyer, Molly Chupik– Washington 

EC– American People 

PS, G. Allen Ulmer– East Asian People 

Kirk Benson, Susan Booth, Valeria Roy– European People 

AF, JS– Northern African and Middle Eastern People 

PP, PW– South Asian People 

JW-Sub-Saharan African People 



Weekly Assignment               

Schedule 

This week at HBC 

Don’t forget to bring those  

printer cartridges, old cell 

phone, MP3 players and           

cameras and drop them off in 

the church office !  We will                  

recycle them and get a little 

money for the church. 

Singing Saints 

 

Monday, June 1st 

2pm Chesapeake 
Monday, June 8th 

 

2pm Mennowood 

Bring your favorite dish and 
go to Bob and                  

Barbara’s after! 

Monday, May 25th 

Happy Memorial Day 

Office will be closed 
 

Tuesday, May 26th 

WOM Council Meeting 
 

Wednesday, May 27th 

5:00 pm Wednesday Night Supper 

6:15 pm  Children in Action 

6:15 pm NC Practice 

6:15 Church Business Meeting 

6:00 pm Youth 

 

 Friday, May 29th 

5:30pm Community Dinner 

 

Sunday, May 31st 

9am Sunday School/Life Groups 

10am Worship Celebration 

Hilton Baptist Church Special                     
Recognition Celebration 

Dinner on the grounds!  

Greeters/ Ushers  
May 31– Joe & Kathy Caskie 

Ronnie Greene 
June 7– Pam & Roger Cooke,  

Robert Overman 
 

     Lock Up 
May 31– Bob Spiers 

June 7– Robbie Ayscue 
 

Bus Ministry 
May 31– Don Krause 
June 7– Pam Cooke 

 
Deacon of the Week 

May 31– Joe Wircenske 
June 7– Robbie Ayscue 

 

Nursery Helpers  

May 31-Youth and Children's  

June 7– Joy Class 

 

SS and Children’s Church 

May 31– Kathy Caskie  

Pat Schell 

June 7– Tracy Venable 

Margaret Upole 

 

WNS Support 

May 27– Youth 

June 3– Facilities 

 

Food Distribution this week 

May 26th– Dreama 

May 28th– Pat Painter  

Mary Pulley 
 

If you can not be present for your date, 
please  contact a  

replacement person. 

 

Happy Birthday from HBC 

May 

19-Miriam Crosby 

     Aaron Thornton 

20– Jordan Lovell 

     Joe Wircenske 

22– Charles Forrest 

23– Victoria Hardisty 

25-Theresa Dee 

      Christiana Torres 

26– Mary Tanner 

27– Debra Jones 

Wednesday Night Supper   

5:00pm until 5:45 pm 

 

Pizza and Salad 

Adult $5.00   Children $3.00  

  Family of 4   $15.00 



Help is needed in several areas in our Church .  If 

you can help in any of the areas, please see the 

leader listed or call the church office.   

We need additional nursery workers….if                 

interested in helping in this ministry, please see Dwight or Lisa Godwin 
 

We need additional van drivers...if interested please see Roger or Pam Cooke 

 

Both the kids and   

volunteers have 

 to register… 

http://2015.cokesburyvbs.com/hiltonchurches2015 

Happy 96th Birthday   Hilton Baptist Church 

 May 4, 1919 

  Facts about our past 

NEXT SUNDAY!! DO NOT MISS THIS!!! 

Special Celebration for the church birthday.  Plan to be a part of the morning Worship 
Celebration on Sunday, May 31st. 

We will have  Dinner on the Grounds...Sunday, May 31st immediately  following 
morning worship. 

Bring your favorite dishes and we are going to put them all together and enjoy a 
special time together.  Invite a friend to church that day….we are going to have a 

great day at HBC!!!! 

A special thanks to Tee, the youth and all  others that were a part of 

helping me move.  Everything went so well and I am so glad  and           

thankful for the help!  GREAT JOB!!!  Thanks so much,  

      Ann Nichols 



Honor To Whom Honor Is Due 
 
The Bible teaches us to give love, respect, and honor where it’s 
due. This is especially important our HBC family as this           
Sunday, we recognize those we consider and honor as spiritual 
elders in servant leadership and ministry.  
 
One of the most important passages along this line is found in 
the book of 1 Thessalonians chapter 5, Verse 12, “We ask you, 
brothers, to respect [or some of your translations will say to 
know, to respect or know] those who labor among you and 

are over you in the Lord and admonish you, and to esteem them very highly in love because of 
their work. Be at peace among yourselves.” 
 
Did you catch what first distinguishes servant leaders? They labor. The New American Standard 
translates that “diligently labor.” “They are to exhibit great effort and exertion,” John MacArthur 
says, “to the point of sweat and exhaustion.” In other words, being a servant leader is hard work. 
They diligently labor in the ministry. 
 
Next it says they are “over you in the Lord.” That means that along with the pastor, they provide 
direction and guidance. Then it says that they “admonish you.” Some of your translations may say 
“instruct you.” They teach, admonish, not just giving people head knowledge but for the purpose of 
life change. Their responsibility is to correct us when they see that we are going the wrong                 
direction. They are supposed to show us where we need to change and warn us of what will happen 
if we don’t change. 
 
As servant leaders lead, what’s really important for us to see in this verse is our responsibilities as 
followers. What are they? First, we’re to respect or know our leaders. Secondly, we’re to esteem 
them. And then thirdly, we are to be at peace among ourselves, which I think speaks of the                   
relationship between the people and the spiritual leaders. 
 
This is the reason as Pastor I felt it was important to celebrate we will call “Honor Sunday”                   
beginning this year, and each following May, because it is the month we remember the anniversary 
of our beloved church. It will be a Sunday that we select and honor couples and individuals who 
have through many years shown faithful and dedicated service to HBC. 
 
It is important not only that we have this heart attitude of respecting and esteeming very highly in 
love those who provide spiritual leadership for us, but we need to let them know that. We need to 
express to them that we esteem them, that we respect them, and that we love them. 

 
Join us this Sunday as we honor: Bob & Joyce Spiers, Carl & Jean Parker,                     

Mary & Alvin Schell,  
Christine Douglas and Mary Hall. 



 “Intimacy With God…  
Worth The Pursuit!” 

 
Intimacy.  Among all the topics I could choose to discuss – this 
ranks among the most challenging.  
 
I am by nature a more introverted person than people realize, or 
than I want them to know.  So I portray myself as the extroverted, 
social type of guy. I find that strategy usually disarms others from 
pursuing conversations that that challenge the self-imposed             

limits of my comfort zones. 
 
So I’m coming clean.  Beyond my pastoral, extroverted public image there lies a much deeper soul 
and spirit that is far more reticent, shy and cautious in opening up than I would ever want you to 
know. And yet, truth be told, I have a feeling that almost everyone who reads this could identify 
and say the same about themselves.  None of us are “open books” when it comes down to the            
deeper matters of the heart and intimacy. 

 
So, suppose I asked you to characterize your relationship with God – and how does this intimacy 
issue apply there? Is Jesus like a friend you meet occasionally for coffee? Or is He at the opposite 
end of the spectrum—a valued family member, like a brother or son, or a cherished friend with 
whom you could not imagine facing life without?  Most likely, the nature of your bond falls               
somewhere in between. 
 
Whatever the state of your relationship with the Lord, be assured that He wants something closer 
and more intimate and meaningful with you. God desires a connection so deep and strong that 
words like friendship and fellowship cannot fully describe it. He created us for intimacy. 
 
You see, we human beings are the only creatures made in God’s image. Like Him, we can think, 
reason, feel, and makes choices, though we do none of these things as fully or perfectly. The             
attributes that separate us from the rest of creation equip us to relate to the Lord in a unique way. 
Even the angels, who were designed for worship, cannot commune with the Father as we are               
invited to do. 
 
Jesus called His followers “friends” (Jn. 15:15), and Paul wrote that believers are sons of God                
(Gal. 4:7). In the Song of Solomon, God is portrayed as both our lover and bridegroom. Those are 
not distant, impersonal relationships. They define our concepts of intimacy. 
 
The way to please our Father is by opening up to a more intimate level of meaningful experience 
with Him. He wants us to live in such a way explores the deeper mystery of that loving caress of 
Spirit and flesh – and others will see and want to experience the same for themselves. 



Quotes On Intimacy With God 
 

We are at this moment as close to God as we really choose to be. True, there 
are times when we would like to know a deeper intimacy, but when it comes 

to the point, we are not prepared to pay the price involved.  – J. Oswald 
Saunders 

 
 

Those who know God the best are the richest and  
most powerful in prayer. Little acquaintance with God, 

 and strangeness and coldness to Him, 
 make prayer a rare and feeble thing. 

 - Edward Mc Kendree Bounds 
 
 

Jesus feels for thee; Jesus consoles thee; Jesus will help thee.  
No monarch in his impregnable fortress is more secure  

than the cony in his rocky burrow.  
The Master of ten thousand chariots is not one whit better  

protected than the little dweller in the mountain's cleft. 
 In Jesus the weak are strong, and the defenseless safe; 

 they could not be more strong if they were giants,  
or more safe if they were in heaven.  

Faith gives to men on earth the protection of the God of heaven. 
 More they cannot need, and need not wish.  

The conies cannot build a castle,  
but they avail themselves of what is there already: 

 I cannot make myself a refuge, but Jesus has provided it,  
His Father has given it, His Spirit has revealed it, 

 and lo, again tonight I enter it, and am safe from every foe.  
 - Charles Haddon Spurgeon  

 
 

We have... unbroken fellowship with Him. A father never sends 
 his child away with the thought that he does not care about his child knowing that he loves him. 

The father longs to have his child believe that he has the light of his father's countenance upon him 
all the day - that, if he sends the child away to school, or anywhere that necessity compels, it is with 

a sense of sacrifice of parental feelings. If it be so with an earthly father, what think you of God? 
 -  Andrew Murray 

 
 

To fall in love with God is the greatest of all romances;  
To seek Him, the greatest adventure;  

To find him, the greatest human achievement.  
- Augustine 



The Mission Impossible Stuff 

Doubt is a like a cancer to faith. It is the dreaded archenemy of 
hope and murderer of big dreams. It creeps into our minds and 
thoughts and grows until it blocks our ability to see what could 
be. We become blinded by doubt until our goals seem like a far 
off impossibility. 

 

In Matthew 17:16 a man a brought his son to be healed by the 
closest disciples of Jesus. He waits in the crowd holding his            
baby thinking “This is finally the day! My son will be healed.” 

He fights his way to the front of the line, crying from relief          because this is the day his son will 
come back to him. After all, there hasn’t been anyone they could not heal. He hands over his child 
to the disciples as they confidently begin to cast out the spirit. The boy seizes repeatedly as they try 
over and over. Tears of joy turn to tears of despair as he realizes they cannot heal him. He probably 
begins to think “He is too ill to be healed; I knew it was too good to be true.” The disciples begin to 
argue, maybe even blaming each other. The father drops to his knees, devastated. This was his last 
hope. Now, disbelief has consumed him and is now working its way even into the disciples’ hearts. 

 

It is then that Jesus steps in. The father desperately asks “If you can do anything, take pity on us 
and help.” Then the father responds with what has become my favorite prayer when blinded by       
disbelief. He says “I do believe, help me overcome my unbelief.” 

 

What I hear him saying is that he knows in his head that Jesus can do all things, but his heart is 
filled with uncertainty. He can no longer envision his son being whole. He has been let down so 
many times; he openly admits his doubt and asks for help to get past it. I love what happens next. 
Jesus simultaneously casts out the doubt and the demons, healing the both the father and the boy. 

 

When I pray for help with what I call “mission impossible” stuff, I remember this story. It helps me 
to know that people could still doubt the power of God even while immediately present with Jesus. 
It somehow lifts the shame I feel when I have difficulty believing that God can help me. When you 
feel yourself start to think things like “I’ll never be able to do that,” “God can’t help me, I’m too far 
gone,” or “This is impossible,” simply say to God: I believe, help me overcome my unbelief. 

 

Prayer for dealing with the “mission impossible” stuff:  God, forgive me for allowing my                            

circumstances and what other people say to cloud my belief in you. Please help me overcome my 
disbelief in situations where I feel the mission is impossible. 



Giving to Others 
 

“This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life 
for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. If any-

one has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no 
pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? Dear children, let us 

not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.” –            
1 John 3:16-18 

 
A little boy was told by his doctor that he could actually save his               
sister’s life by giving her some blood. The six-year-old girl was near 

death, a victim of disease from which the boy had made a marvelous recovery two years earlier. 
Her only chance for restoration was a blood transfusion from someone who had previously                  
conquered the illness. Since the two children had the same rare blood type, the boy was the ideal 
donor. 
 
“Johnny, would you like to give your blood for Mary?” the doctor asked. The boy hesitated. His 
lower lip started to tremble. Then he smiled and said, “Sure, Doc. I’ll give my blood for my sister.” 
  
Soon the two children were wheeled into the operating room-Mary, pale and thin; Johnny, robust 
and the picture of health. Neither spoke, but when their eyes met, Johnny grinned. 
 
As his blood siphoned into Mary’s veins, one could almost see new life come into her tired body. 
The ordeal was almost over when Johnny’s brave little voice broke the silence, “Say, Doc, when do 
I die?” 
 
It was only then that the doctor realized what the moment of hesitation, the trembling of the lip, 
had meant earlier. Little Johnny actually thought that in giving his blood to his sister he was giving 
up his life! And in that brief moment, he had made his great decision!  
 
How many decisions have you made that value the quality of giving something to others above 
your own needs, wants and desires?  Does the way you live your life demonstrate the true nature of 
your calling to follow Jesus? 
 
Some people think of Christianity as a buffet where they pick and choose what they like and                 
dislike, and then live according to the selfish desires of their own flesh.  True Christianity is the joy 
of surrender found only when we lay down our lives, take up our crosses, and follow Him with    
everything we are or hope to be! 



 

It was small enough to overlook. Only two words. I know I’d read that passage a hundred times. 
But I’d never seen it.  
 
But I won’t miss it again. It’s highlighted in yellow and underlined in red. You might want to do the 
same. Look in Mark, chapter 16. Get your pencil ready and enjoy this jewel in the seventh verse 
(here it comes). The verse reads like this: “But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going         
before you to Galilee.  
 
Did you see it? Read it again. (This time I italicized the words.) 
 
“But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee.” 
Now tell me if that’s not a hidden treasure. If I might paraphrase the words, “Don’t stay here, go 
tell the disciples,” a pause, then a smile, “and especially tell Peter, that he is going before you to 
Galilee.” 
 
What a line. It’s as if all of heaven had watched Peter fall—and it’s as if all of heaven wanted to help 
him back up again. “Be sure and tell Peter that he’s not left out. Tell him that one failure doesn’t 
make a flop.” 
 
Whew! No wonder they call it the gospel of the second chance. 
 
Those who know these types of things say that the Gospel of Mark is really the transcribed notes 
and dictated thoughts of Peter. If this is true, then it was Peter himself who included these two 
words! And if these really are his words, I can’t help but imagine that the old fisherman had to 
brush away a tear and swallow a lump when he got to this point in the story. 
 
It’s not every day that you get a second chance. Peter must have known that. The next time he saw 
Jesus, he got so excited that he barely got his britches on before he jumped into the cold water of 
the Sea of Galilee. It was also enough, so they say, to cause this backwoods Galilean to carry the 
gospel of the second chance all the way to Rome where they killed him. If you’ve ever wondered 
what would cause a man to be willing to be crucified upside down, maybe now you know. 
 
It’s not every day that you find someone who will give you a second chance—much less someone 
who will give you a second chance every day. 
 
But in Jesus, Peter found both. 



"Seeing" People's Needs 
 
Sometimes you can tell by the look on someone's face what they are            
going through. Genesis 40:6 says that "Joseph... looked at them, and 
saw that they were sad." Even though he himself was unjustly                   
imprisoned, he found fulfillment in helping two other prisoners. Would 
it have been easier just to focus on his own problems? Yes, but it's               
self-defeating. 
 
Henry Drummond wrote, "As you look back on your life, the moments 
that stand out are always the ones when you did things for others."              
Joseph realized he wasn't the only one hurting, so he did what Jesus  

always did – treated those around him with compassion. 
 
How about you? Do you take time trying to understand what people are going through? Are you 
self-absorbed, or concerned about others who are hurting, especially when you've nothing to 
gain by it? Encouragement is like adrenaline – it can lift a person and put them back on their 
feet again. Writer Ren Bazin says, "A remedy for the evils of our time... is the gift of yourself to 
those who've fallen so low that even hope fails them." 
 
Will those you give to, always give back? No, but God will. When the royal butler was released 
from prison he forgot the promise he made to speak to Pharaoh on Joseph's behalf. But God 
didn't forget! Joseph's best days were ahead. Think of his rise in Egypt, his service to a nation, 
his impact as a leader, and the joy of reconciling with his family. He underlines it: "...God turned 
into good what [others] meant for evil..." (Genesis 50:20 TLB)  So, start "seeing" the needs of 
those around you!  
_______________________________________________ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 God is doing some exciting new 

and powerful things through 
the faithful people of God at 

HBC 
-- 

Please remember 
your tithing commitments and 

giving and be part  
of the 

ongoing miracle! 
 


