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The Secret Of Life Is Learning  
To “Expect A Miracle!” 

 
I don’t exactly recall the first time I heard the phrase, 
“Expect A Miracle!” But I do know the impact it had had 
upon my life and how it has shaped my faith from my          
earliest years as a Christian. 
 
Ironically, it wasn’t a preacher I first recall making               
reference to the miraculous. It was rather a scientist no 
less that Albert Eistein, who said, “There are only two 
ways to live your life. One is as though nothing is a            

miracle. The other is as though everything is a miracle.” In a very spiritual 
sense, I think he captured a marvelous way of looking at life. 
 
Often times, even in religious circles, the belief in the miraculous is relegated 
to the “fanatics, the Pentecostals, the holy rollers,” or some other less than   
flattering or derogatory label. The truth of the matter is that the greatest        
believer and practitioner of the miraculous was Jesus Himself. And in the early 
church, the greatest of the early Christ followers were those who followed and 
did the same. 
 
The earliest well known scientist and believer in the early church was the          
beloved physician, who was also known as Apostle Luke. How ironic he was 
the one who emphasized something we should all know… “How God                    
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went 
around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, 
because God was with him.” Acts 10:38.  And of the Apostle Peter he                      
recounted that, “they even carried the sick out into the streets and laid them 
on cots and pallets, so that when Peter came by at least his shadow might fall 
on any one of them. Also the people from the cities in the vicinity of Jerusalem 
were coming together, bringing people who were sick or afflicted with            
unclean spirits, and they were all being healed” Acts 5:15, 16. 
 
In the last moments of His earthly ministry recorded in John 14, Jesus Himself 
emphatically stated, “He who believes in Me, the miracles I do shall he do        
also, and greater ones than these, because I am going to be with the Father…” 
The truth of the matter that the ministry of the miraculous was not ending 
with Jesus returning to the Father – It was about to begin and increase in 
those who would believe and follow after. 
 
I don’t know about you, but I am hungry again and long to see a return to the 
miraculous ministry of Jesus in and through my life and those around me. 
How about you? Could it begin by simply believing and learning once again to, 
“Expect A Miracle!”? 

On the grace journey of believing God, Pastor Lynwood 
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Please take a baby 

bottle and fill it 

with loose change 

for CareNet             

Pregnancy Center.  

We have bottles in 

the  Connect Center and  

office.  See Pat Painter if 

you can not find a                       

bottle to fill!   

Thanks in advance for               

your help! 

On Sundays (for a limited time)  if you 

take your Church Bulletin to Piccadilly, 

you and your  family will be able to           

receive 10% off your  entire meal! 

Sunday School and Worship Report March 1, 2015 

Sunday School Enrollment…..………….……....…….……..….....103 

Contacts……………………………………..... ............. ..................25 

Visitors…………………………….………........................................1 

Total present...………………………   …….…....……….……. ….35 

Two Classes did not report attendance  
   

Worship Attendance…..93 
 

  HBC Counting Report for  March , 2015 

8-103 Drink Machine…………………………………………….$2.00 

8-104 Annie Armstrong Home Missions Offering……………$560.00 

8-403 Food Closet……………………………………………….$20.00 

Budget………...………………………………………………$6420.93 

Total Deposit………………………………………………….$7002.93 THIS SATURDAY!!!!!           
Before you go to bed  

We will be placing door hangers on 

homes in the       Hilton area in the 

March 14th, but if you feel like you 
could help, please contact Dreama 

Hilton Happy Hearts  

March 10th 10:30am 

Vicki Gaffney from the Newport News Sheriffs office will be 
speaking on safety for Seniors.  Judy France has planned a                     

wonderful Chicken Teriyaki  entrée for us to enjoy. 
 

Make sure you plan to attend! 



OUR ON GOING 

MISSION…. 

“More Than Nets” 

Give to the mission that helps prevent 
Malaria in Yendi. 

Malaria has been eliminated from the 
United States and other developed 

countries.   It is still a threat to more 
than 40% of the  world’s population..  

Mark your envelope...More than Nets. 
$10.00 will provide one net! 

 

 

Please pray for the  

following Missionaries this week: 

Oscar Mtomboki– Alberta 

Sherann  Kim– California 

Chad Pritchard– Georgia 

Debbie Smith– Louisana 

Sean Tribble– Montana 

Brett Capaci, Benny Jo– Nevada 

Benjamin Curry– Ohio 

Thomas Capps– South Carolina 

Gene Williams– Tennessee 

Bryan Laughlin– Virginia 

Marcia Hansen– Wisconsin 

Carlos Saravia– Wyoming 

Russell Fleetwood– American People 

MC, MM– Central Asian People 

RB– East Asian People 

HH, Joel Jolley, RM—European People 

GO– Northern African and Middle 

  Eastern People 

JB– Southeast Asian People 

Phil Barnes, Ron Copeland– Sub-Saharan 
 African People 

BS, DS 

Our Goal  $5000.00 

Collected to Date: $560.00 

March 

Eastover 

Retreat Center 

 

Stamps (the need for stamps is 
great) gallon size bleach, dryer 

sheets, 

White pillow cases, copier paper 

 



Weekly Assignment               

Schedule 

This week at HBC 

Wednesday Night Dinner 

5:00 pm 

Chili and Baked Potato 

Adults $5.00 Children $3.00 

Family of 4 or more $15.00 

Call the church office for  

reservations 

Greeters/ Ushers  
March 8– Joe Wircenske, Don 

Krause, Brenda Egnot ,Pat Schell 
March 15– Paul Thorne,                       
Ray Moody, Moses Sabb 

 

     Lock Up 
March 8– Paul Thorne 

March 15– Joe Wircenske 
 

Bus Ministry 
March 8– Joe Caskie 

March 15– Brian Fries 
 

Deacon of the Week 
March 8– Judy France 
March 15– Brian Fries 

 

Nursery Helpers  

March 8– Faith Class 

March 15– Hope/ Tribble Class 
 

SS and Children’s Church 

March 8– Kathy Caskie 

March 15– Tracy Venable, 

Leanne Gardner 
 

WNS Support 

March 4– Youth  

March 11– Children’s Ministry 
 

Food Distribution this week 

 March 3– Gloria Ammons/           
Kathy Moore 

March 5– Cathy Childs/ 

Nancy Mitchell 
 

If you can not be present for your 
date, please  contact a  

replacement person. 

 
 

Monday, March 2nd 

2:00pm Singing Saints 

 Chesapeake 

Tuesday, March 3rd 

10:00am WMU  Meeting 

 

Wednesday, March 4th 

5:00 pm Wednesday Night Supper 

6:15 pm  Children in Action 

6:15 pm Church Business Meeting 

6:15 pm NC Practice 

7:15pm The Story Practice 

 

Saturday, March 7th 

SPRING AHEAD-  Set your 
clocks up one hour tonight! 

 

Sunday, March 8th 

9:00am Sunday School 

10:00am Worship Celebration 

 Children’s Church 

 “Jesus Followers” 

 

Happy Birthday from HBC 

March 

1– Rachel Christman 

     Raymond Dunn 

     Pricilla Jones 

2– Robert Caffacus 

3– Heather Nunn 

4– Daniel Spears 

     Michael Wright 

Singing Saints 

 

Monday, March 9th 

2pm Mennowood 

 

Monday, March 16th 

2:30pm St. Francis 

Thanks to all that came 

out on 

    Saturday and worked so 

hard around the church, 

cleaning and working in 

the parking lot.                        

Your time and  

resources are so greatly                        

appreciated.  

 



                      Happy 95th Birthday Hilton Baptist Church 

May 4, 1919 
December 11,1983 Stained glass window  

Dedicated to the Lord and His glory in memory of loved ones 

                     

The Story 

 
We will be placing door hangers on homes in the Hilton area in 

the month of March to advertise for “The Story”.  We need                 
volunteers to help with passing out the fliers.  No specific dates 

have been planned yet but if you feel like you could help, 
please contact Dreama in the church office  

 
We are looking forward to God doing  great things! 

 

March Happenings 

March 4– Discipleship Meeting  

  Church Business Meeting 

March 9– Vision Team Meeting 6:30pm 

March 10– Deacon Meeting 

          Happy Hearts 10:30am 

March 15– City Marathon 

March 21– B– Men's Breakfast 

March 24– WMU Council Meeting 

March 27– Community Dinner 

March 29– Palm Sunday 

March 30– Facilities Meeting 

Also as previous years we decorate our church at Easter 

with Easter Lilies.  If you would like to donate an Easter Lily , 

please write Easter Lily on  the Love Offering Envelope in the Pew 

and please list the name(s) of the people that you would like to 

have it in honor of or in memory of.   In the Easter Bulletin and 

Forecast we will have a list of those who donated and who they  

donated in memory or in honor of.  If you have any other              

questions, please contact the church office. 

JESUS IS ALIVE!!! Suggested Donation  $13.00JESUS IS ALIVE!!! Suggested Donation  $13.00JESUS IS ALIVE!!! Suggested Donation  $13.00JESUS IS ALIVE!!! Suggested Donation  $13.00    

The one City Marathon will be taking place on                

Sunday ,March 15th.  This will impact driving on 

Warwick Blvd.  We have a list of the impacted roads 

in the office and will be putting them in the Forecast 

next week and Bulletin this week.  Also you can vis-

it the website www.onecitymarathon.com                                                 

for more information. 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

Tuesday, March 17th 

Hilton Christian Church 

2pm—6pm 

 

Please donate at this blood 

drive if you are able.  Sev-
eral blood drives in the area have been cancelled 

because of the snow and bad weather we have 

had.  The need for blood is great.  Please help out 

if you can possibly give! 



Fight The Good  
Fight Of Faith… 
 

The older I get, I never cease to marvel how life is a never 
ending swing between the highest highs and the lowest lows. 
Like the pendulum movements of an old grandfather clock, 
the passing of time is marked by a rhythm that we do not 
control.  Seasons pass, sunsets give way to night, and stars 
lose their beauty to the dawn of the next day. 
 

We feel frustrated in our walk with God when we are               
continually forced to swerve around what seem to be never 

ending roadblocks and detours. We experience breakthroughs and breakouts and glorious times 
where our joy seems unfathomable.  Then in the very next moment run into a wall that does not give 
way. We feel as though God has forsaken us – or, worse, that we somehow misinterpreted His will. 
One way or another, our joy is depleted, our passion runs dry, and we settle for motions rather than 
movement in our walk with God. 
 

However, we have a choice. We always have a choice. Either we can trust the Spirit's leading, or we 
can insist on going our own way. But I continue to learn only one choice leads to life. The other 
marks a gradual descent toward spiritual death, for no one can refuse God's will and prosper. 
 

That is the challenge of faith. Not to surrender to the circumstances of good or bad, but to reach 
through the darkness and latch ourselves firmly onto the providence of God. Or if we miss that                   
opportunity, simply free fall into the ocean of His grace. 
 

Only through trials and failures do we discover deeper intimacy with God than we've known before. 
There is a sweetness, even in falling, when we look back and realize our God has never failed to catch 
us, or allowed us to broken, but for the greater purpose of conforming us to His will. 
 

Whatever struggle you are facing, heartache unhealed, or dream unfulfilled -- consider for a moment 
a visual reminder of the “this too shall pass” principle. Reflect on it when going through difficult             
seasons and challenging times. Make a fist and look at your knuckles. You see peaks and valleys. 
Such is the nature of life: peaks and valleys, peaks and valleys. You may be in a valley now, but go a 
little further and you’ll be on top of a peak once again.  
 

Then raise your fist to eye level, between you and the horizon beyond.  And do the same with your 
other hand. Now realize now you are simply putting up your dukes and fighting the good fight of 
faith. Keep your eyes on the prize and never give in, never give up! The final bell has not rung and 
the match has not yet been called. With every ounce of your strength and last fighting breath, press 
on, fight on and the victory will be won! 



The Words Of Dietrich Bonhoeffer  
 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a German Lutheran pastor and theologian. He was also 
a participant in the German Resistance movement against Nazism, a founding 
member of the Confessing Church. His involvement in plans by members of the 
Abwehr (the German Military Intelligence Office) to assassinate Adolf Hitler           
resulted in his arrest in April 1943 and his subsequent execution by hanging in 
April 1945, shortly before the war's end.  
 
His views on grace and commitment, and the fact that he paid for his                         

convictions with his life validate the wisdom and weight of his words… 
 

“Being a Christian is less about cautiously avoiding sin than about courageously and actively 
doing God's will.”  

― Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
 

“Costly grace is the gospel which must be sought again and again and again, the gift which must 
be asked for, the door at which a man must knock. Such grace is costly because it calls us to            

follow, and it is grace because it calls us to follow Jesus Christ. It is costly because it costs a man 
his life, and it is grace because it gives a man the only true life. Above all, it is costly because it 
cost God the life of his Son: 'Ye were bought at a price', and what has cost God much cannot be 

cheap for us.  
 

“Cheap grace is the grace we bestow on ourselves. Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness 
without requiring repentance, baptism without church discipline, Communion without                       

confession.... Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without 
Jesus Christ, living and incarnate.” 

 
“I discovered later, and I'm still discovering right up to this moment, that is it only by living 

completely in this world that one learns to have faith. By this-worldliness I mean living                       
unreservedly in life's duties, problems, successes and failures. In so doing we throw ourselves 

completely into the arms of God, taking seriously, not our own sufferings, but those of God in the 
world. That, I think, is faith.”  

 
“Cheap grace is the deadly enemy of our church.  

We are fighting today for costly grace.” 
 

“When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die.”  
― Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship 

 
“We must be ready to allow ourselves to be interrupted by God.....We must not.....assume that 

our schedule is our own to manage,  
but allow it to be arranged by God.”  

― Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Letters and Papers from Prison 



A Prayer We Should All Pray 
 
Father, I have a problem. It's weighing heavy on me. It's all I can think 
about, night and day.  
 
Before I bring it to you in prayer, I suppose I should pray for those who 
are less fortunate than me. Those in this world who have hardly enough 
food for this day, and for those who don't have a roof over their heads at 
night. 
 
I also pray for families who have lost loved ones in sudden death, for 
parents whose children have leukemia, for the many people who are dying of brain tumors, for the 
hundreds of thousands who are laid waste with other terrible cancers, for people whose bodies have 
been suddenly shattered in car wrecks, for those who are lying in the hospital with agonizing burns 
over their bodies, whose faces have been burned beyond recognition. 
 
I pray for people with emphysema, whose eyes fill with terror as they struggle for every breath 
merely to live, for those who are tormented beyond words by irrational fears, for the elderly who are 
wracked with the pains of aging. 
 
I pray for people who are watching their loved ones fade before their eyes through the grief of                
Alzheimer's disease, for the many thousands who are suffering the agony of AIDS, for those who are 
in such despair they are thinking of suicide, for people who are tormented by the demons of                   
alcoholism and drug addiction. 
 
I pray for children who have been abandoned by their parents, for those who are sexually abused, 
for wives held in quiet despair, beaten and abused by cruel and drunken husbands, for people 
whose minds have been destroyed by mental disorders, for those who have lost everything in floods, 
tornadoes, hurricanes, and earthquakes. 
 
I pray for the blind, who never see the faces of the ones they love, or the beauty of a sunrise, for 
those whose bodies are horribly deformed by painful arthritis, for the many whose lives will be              
taken from them today by murderers, for those wasting away on their death beds. 
 
Most of all, I cry out for the millions who don't know the forgiveness that is in Jesus Christ... for 
those who in a moment of time will be swept into eternity without experiencing the saving power of 
Jesus by the cold hand of death. Oh God, I pray for them. 
 
Strange... I know I came to pray for an important need in my own life. 
 
I can't seem to remember what my problem was… 



Blessed in Giving  
 
"...It is more blessed to give than to receive." – Acts 20:35 
 
When God calls me to give, I don't always feel like I'm being blessed. 
These are usually the times I most know that it is God and not me                
taking the initiative. 
 
Perhaps you've had a similar experience. God prompts you to give to a 
beggar on the street or prepare a meal for a family hit by illness, and 
after a long day you're barely able to prepare one for your own family. 

Or when you're exhausted, He nudges you to go get your friend's children because she needs a 
break. 
 
No matter what the situation, when God calls us to give, we come out blessed. His ways and 
thoughts are higher than ours. He has the master plan, and all we need be concerned about is             
doing what He asks without complaining.  
 
Never be deceived, God will not be mocked when it comes to his faithfulness and our acts of giving.  
Whatever we sow and give, that we shall reap and receive back! 
 
You may question His reasoning when He nudges you to take your rude co-worker to lunch, or 
teach your child's Sunday school class and give the teacher a break. The bottom line is, whether we 
think it or not, it means something to eternity and to the person we're giving to. 
 
Basically, without Jesus I'm a selfish person. I wonder what kind of blessing I'll get – money, a new 
car or a finer home? I'm ashamed of those thoughts, but they came from an infant Christian who 
didn't understand that the blessing is a closer walk with the greatest Giver who ever lived. 
 
Do you sometimes give out of obligation, or guilt, or to gain other people's approval? Learn to give 
joyfully and expectantly and experience the freedom of giving not only “something,” but truly              
giving of yourself to God! 
 
Giving is the true measure of our love for God, and He always blesses us when we do it. So, "...don't 
give reluctantly or in response to pressure..." (2 Corinthians 9:7), do it with a willing heart.  
 
Then, in accordance with His promise, expect to receive a harvest from the good seed you have 
sown! 



Look For The Best 
 
Jesus always saw the best in people. He didn't see people as losers, but as 
potential winners who'd lost their way. Jesus saw everyone He met 
through God's eyes; not as weeds, but as potential roses. 
 
It brought out the best in them. Where others saw a woman with five 
failed marriages, Jesus saw a lady in need of forgiveness so she could go 
and help others. They saw a blind man, but Jesus looked at someone 
who would be able to help others to see. They saw a cripple, but Jesus 

pictured a man picking up his mat and walking away. 
 
Others saw Matthew as a nasty tax collector; Jesus saw a future disciple. They dismissed Zacchaeus 
as a thief; Jesus recognized a heart with the potential for generosity. His disciples looked down on 
a prostitute; Jesus saw the beauty of a grateful heart. Others saw an impulsive fisherman; Jesus 
saw the makings of a leader who could build His church. Onlookers watched Roman soldiers  
mocking as they pounded nails into human flesh; Jesus saw blind men who didn't know what they 
were doing, waiting for understanding. 
 
When Jesus looks at you, He sees your potential, not your failure. Jesus looks for the best and 
brings out the best. Let Him bring out the best in you. "Now remember what you were, my 
friends, when God called you." (1 Corinthians 1:26) When Jesus sees the people you look at He 
doesn't see geeks, nerds, dorks, losers, emos, goths, or dweebs. Jesus sees simply the best! Will you 
let Him show you the best in others too?            
 
 
 
 
Breaking Down The Walls 
 
Most of us are trapped in one kind of cell or another. We're stuck in a job 
we despise. We're held captive by bitterness and an unwillingness to           
forgive. We're ensnared by addiction. Or materialism. Or feelings of 
doubt about ourselves and our faith. 
 
Our Lord does not wish to see us enslaved. As Jesus said at the                      
synagogue in Nazareth, "He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the 
prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind" (Luke 4:18). 
 
He's talking about you and me. We are the prisoners. We are the ones in a fog, the ones who cannot 
see. Through our obedience to His will, God grants us the power to break down the walls of our 
cells – but He won't do it for us. We must take the initiative to step into risky reliance on Him. And 
yet God does not give up on us. Part of His mercy is that He will do or allow – whatever is                         
necessary to prod and push us toward freedom. To open our eyes and point out the way.  



The Email She Won’t Forget 
 
A Minneapolis couple decided to go to Florida to thaw out during a             
particularly cold November. They planned to stay at the same hotel 
where they spent their honeymoon forty years earlier. Now, because of 
their very hectic schedule, it was difficult to coordinate their travel 
plans. So the husband left Minneapolis and flew to Florida on Friday, 
the day after Thanksgiving, and his wife was going to fly there the                 
following day. 
 
The husband checked into the hotel, but unlike when they were there 
the first time forty years earlier, there was a computer in the room and 

he decided to send an email to his wife. As he typed out the address, however, he accidentally 
made a one-letter mistake in the email address. 
 
Meanwhile, in Houston, Texas, a Baptist pastor had recently had a heart attack and died. On the 
day after Thanksgiving, his wife decided to check her email, thinking that there might be                       
messages from relatives and so on. After reading the first message, she screamed and fainted 
dead away.  
 
The widow's son rushed into the room and found his mother on the floor. He then saw the                     
computer screen, and here is what it said: 
 
"To my darling wife, I know that you are surprised to hear from me. They have computers here 
now and you're allowed to send emails to your loved ones. I've just arrived and checked in. I see 

that everything's been prepared for your arrival tomorrow, and I look forward to seeing you 
then. I hope your journey is as uneventful as mine was. 

 
"P.S. It sure is hot down here!" 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Join us for 
Family Night Supper 

Wednesdays  
5:00 pm 

 
Come & join us for great food and 

fellowship! 
 

Church Business Meeting at 6:15pm 



COMING THIS EASTER 2015 – APRIL 2,3,4 
A SPECTACULAR MULTIMEDIA PRESENTATION OF DRAMA, CINEMA                                      

AND MUSIC! 
 

Hosted by Hilton Baptist… 
With Parkview Baptist &  

Stevens Memorial Baptist Churches 
 

We need everyone’s help in this tremendous  
community outreach & production…  

Pray & ask God where he would have you to serve! 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 
 
 

God is doing some exciting new and 
powerful things through the                 

faithful people of God at HBC… 
 

Please remember 
your commitments and giving and 

be part  
of the miracle! 


