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What Is God’s “Sovereignty?” 
 

He [Jesus] fell with his face to the ground and prayed, “My 
Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet 

not as I will,  
but as you will.” Matthew 26:39 

 
As we continue our study series, “I Don’t Know What I           
Believe,” this week we are focusing on the sovereignty of God. 
And to begin to understand God’s sovereignty, we need only 
to look to Jesus and the cross. 
 

The cross of Jesus Christ was a decree of God. It was the Lord’s sovereign will for Jesus 
to die for our sins and forgive all who believe. Yet, even Christ in His last hours struggled 
with the intensity of His suffering. In anguished prayer He cried out, “Not my will, but 
Your will be done.”  There are times, events and people that were prepared beforehand 
by the triune God. Nothing stops their influence for they are from the Lord, for the Lord. 
God’s will, will reign. 
 
Furthermore, the Lord uses sinful men and women to carry out His righteous outcomes. 
What some meant for evil, our Savior Jesus uses for good. Abandoned children are 
found and adopted by a loving Christian family. Released prisoners are trained and            
given a second chance to work. Heroism rises from the ashes of a terrorist attack, as  
individuals unselfishly serve the injured, the unconscious, and the dead. God is not         
finished with pain until something comes out of the hurt. 
 
“This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according 
to his will, he hears us” (1 John 5:14). 
 
Yes, we are wise to bend our wills to God’s will. We can make a request, but we trust He 
will do what’s best. For example, we can ask for physical healing on earth, but God’s best 
may be ultimate healing for eternity in heaven. We can ask for our heart’s desire, but 
God’s best may be to change the desires of our heart. We can ask for favor with the             
student body, but God’s best may be only a few who follow. Thus, we can ask anything, 
according to His will in Christ Jesus. 
 
Therefore, surrender to the sovereign will of the Lord for your life. If it is to suffer, then 
do good while you suffer. If it is to financially prosper, then be aggressively generous 
with your wealth. If it is to live with less, then learn contentment with what you have and 
not obsess over what you don’t have. If it is to struggle in a family relationship, then 
model the gospel with your love. If it is joy and peace or sadness and fear, thank God in 
(not for) all kinds of circumstances. God’s sovereign will is a decree that will happen, 
regardless. His will is what’s best for all parties. 
 
May our prayer always be, “Heavenly Father I surrender to Your sovereign will, so I 
will follow wherever you lead.” 
 

On the grace journey together with you, Lynwood 



The Hilton Baptist Church Record 

October 6, 2014 
101 Main Street 

Newport News, VA 23601 

Hilton School of Music 

Starting in October…. 

Piano, acoustic guitar and 

voice lessons are                

available. Susie Miran is the 

instructor.  Contact the       

office for more information. 

October Activities 

October 12th– World Hunger Sunday 

October 13th– 6:30pm Vision Team Meeting 

October 14th— 6:30pm Deacon Meeting 

October 18th– 8:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

October 24th– 5:30pm Community Dinner 

October 27th– 6:30pm Facilities Meeting 

October 28th– 9:30am  WOM Council Meeting 

October 29th- 5:00pm Children’s Christmas Workshop Meeting 

October 31st– Trunk or Treat 

Sunday School and Worship Report October 5,  2014 

Sunday School Enrollment…..………….……....…….……..….....108 

Contacts……………………………………..... ............. ..................15 

Visitors…………………………….………........................................1 
Total present...………………………   …….…....……….……. ….59 

One class did not report 

 Worship Attendance…..72 

 

 

  HBC Counting Report for  October 5, 2014 

8-200 Future Growth………………………………………....….$60.00 

8-105 Associational Missions…………………………….…….$510.00 

8-145 Cash in/ Cash out  Bazaar Silent Auction………………..$322.00 

8-145 Cash in/ Cash out  Bazaar Food………………………….$66.00 

8-103 Drink Machine……………………………………….……..$3.00 

8-102 Wednesday Night Supper………………………………..$150.00 

8-403 Food Pantry…………………………………………………$1.00 

8-404 WMU– More than Nets...In memory of Linwood Hall..….$50.00 

8-110 World Hunger………………………………………  ….$245.00 

Designated Receipts……………………………………...……$1407.00 

Budget Receipts………………….…….…...………………….$5693.00 

Total Deposit……………………….…………….……………$7100.00 

 



OUR ON GOING 

MISSION…. 

Don’t forget to bring those  

printer cartridges, old cell 

phone, MP3 players and           

cameras and drop them off in 

the church office !  We will                  

recycle them and get a little 

money for the church. 

Donations are being accepted for PORT hygiene kits.  

You can place these items in the Missions Room if you 

are able to assist in purchasing them. 

  Travel Size Toothpaste (100) 

  Travel Size  Deodorant  (100) 

“More Than Nets” 

Give to the mission that helps prevent 
Malaria in Yendi. 

Malaria has been eliminated from the 
United States and other developed countries.   It 

is still a threat to more than 40% of the                         
world’s population..  

Mark your envelope...More than Nets. $10.00 
will provide one net! 

Alma Hunt 

State Missions  

 

Our Goal is reached 

$2321.00!   

Praise God! 

Please pray for the  

following  

Missionaries this week: 

Eddie Fearing– Arizona 

Rafa Ruiz– California 

Holly Procita– Canada 

Kristopher  Smilko– Kansas 

Ashley Pittman– Louisiana 

Nar Rai– Massachusetts 

Sang Park– Michigan 

Virginia Morrison– South Carolina 

Hope Martin, Brittany Shirey- 

 American People 

AB,AP– Central Asian People 

DS,EL,FL—East Asian People 

Deborah Cobb, DI, Catherine Kirkwood- 

  European People 

AS, BJ, KJ, LG– Northern African and  

 Middle Eastern People 

JT, ML– Southeast Asian People 

Pam Lynch, Wendell McDaniel- 

 Sub– Saharan African People 

BS, DS 

 

October  
 

Youth 

Challenge 

 

Dish soap, toilet 
paper 

Spiral notebooks,          
pancake mix, syrup   
deodorant (men and  
women)  hygiene 

products 

 

Church Pantry 

World Hunger  

 

Collected to date  

$245.00 



Weekly Assignment               

Schedule 
This week at HBC 

Wednesday Night Supper 

Spaghetti, Salad and Dessert 

You will need to make a reservation with the office by Tuesday of 

this week if you plan on attending. 

Adults $5.00 Children $3.00 

Family of 4 or more $15.00 

 

NEW START TIME OF SERVING DINNER! 

We will start serving dinner at 5:00pm and end at 5:45pm.  

Greeters  
October 12th– Don Krause 
October 19th– Joe & Kathy          

Caskie 
 

     Lock Up  
October 12th– Tim Humphries 
October 19th– Charles Vassar 

 

Bus Ministry 
October 12th– Brian Fries 
October 19th– Don Krause 

 

Deacon of the Week 
October 12th– Brenda Egnot 

October 19th– Robbie Ayscue 
 

Usher  
October 12th– Pat Schell/ 

Brenda Egnot 
October 19th– Joe Wircenske 

 

Nursery Helpers  

October 12th– Faith Class 

October 19th– Hope/ Tribble Class 

 

SS and Children’s Church 

October 12th– Kathy Devol & 

Colleen Devol 

October 19th– Kathy Caskie & 

Morgan Short 

 

WNS Support 

October 8th– Joy Class 

October 15th– WMU 

 

If you can not be present for your date, 
please  contact a  

replacement person. 

 
 
 

Monday, October 6th 

2:30pm Singing Saints 

 James River 
 

Tuesday, October 7th 

10:00am  WOM Meeting 

6:00pm Small Group– at the home 
 of Brian and Ruth Fries 
 

Wednesday, October 8th 

5:00 pm Wednesday Night Supper 

6:15 pm  Children in Action 

6:00 pm Youth 

6:15pm Prayer Meeting 

6:15pm Small Group  

6:15 pm NC Practice 
 

Sunday, October 12th 

9am Sunday School/ Life Groups 

9am Small Group in Room beside  

 Choir Room 

10am Worship Celebration 

          Children's Ministry 

           “Jesus Followers” 

World Hunger Sunday 

Happy Birthday from HBC 

October 

6– Charles Shofner 

      Jesseca Stallings 

7– Rachel Reisbeck 

9– Jeffrey Egnot 

10– Jordan Sickafoose 

      Jeffrey Yell 

11– Hilda Laubach 

 
 

Singing Saints 

 

Monday– October 13th 

2:00pm Chesapeake 

 

Monday– October 20th  

2:00pm Riverside 



Children’s Christmas  

Workshop Meeting 

Anyone that wants to help 
work with the Children’s 

Workshop should attend  a 

meeting,                           
Wednesday, October 29th 

at 5pm,   during      

Wednesday Night Dinner.  
Contact Cathy Childs or 
Church office if you need 
any  other information 

                      Happy 95th Birthday Hilton Baptist Church 

May 4, 1919 

Facts about our past 
 
 

 

January 12, 1955 Plans for present sanctuary unanimously adopted 
 

A special thank you to everyone that helped 

make the Bazaar a great success.  We could not 

done it without you.  Thanks you for all your 

hard work, resources and time.  May God   

greatly bless you for all you have done! 

 

 

Exciting New Small Group Study started today! 

Sign up in the Connection Center of you have 

 not already done so!  

Small groups has started! 

Tuesday 6:00pm  Home of  Brian and Ruth Fries  

Wednesday 6:15pm  At the church in the place of Prayer Meeting 

Thursday 6:30pm  Home of Scott and Christy Kuhlne 

Sunday 9:00am In Home beside Choir Room 
 

There are spaces available at every group.  Please join a small group and be a part of the exciting study, “ I 
Don’t Know What I Believe” 
 

Use the insert  in Sunday Bulletin for your small group study.  You can also download and print them by  

visiting our website. 



Shoeboxes are Due 

Sunday, October 26th 

If you need more information on the  

shoeboxes, please check in the Connection  

Center or see Painter Painter or the Church office. 

If you would like to help but can not fill a shoe box there are other ways for                                         

you to have a part.   

1. You  can purchase a Greatest Journey Discipleship Book for Kids.  This book has 12 lessons 

in it which helps kids know how to accept Jesus.  The cost is only $6.00 per book 

2. You can help by providing the funds to ship one shoebox. The cost is $7.00 .  Please mark 

your gift accordingly.   

If making the check out to the Samaritans Purse please write the number #013477 in the 

memo area.  This will help to make sure that your money goes to this project. 
 

We have already packed over 40 shoeboxes! Thanks to all who have given to this project! 

Children in Action– Mission Project– Walking for World Hunger 

 

Our children and leaders will be walking for World Hunger on Wednesday, October 

29th at HBC.  We will be walking in and around (weather permitting) the church  

during our normal  meeting time, 6:00– 7:15pm    

Could you please assist in our mission project by sponsoring a child for World Hunger?  Jessica 

Stuart, Cathy Childs or Jean Parker can provide you with the name of the kids participating.  

Thank you for your support! 

 

 

Children’s Christmas Workshop Meeting 

Anyone that wants to help work with the Children’s Workshop should attend  

a meeting, Wednesday, October 29th at 5pm,   

 during Wednesday Night Dinner.  Contact Cathy Childs or Church office if 

you need any other information 



Happy Hearts 

The Happy Hearts will meet on October 14th at 10:30am 

 in Prior Hall. 

Fashion Elegantes Modeling Club from Newport News Parks and 

Recreation will present a fashion show featuring casual attire. 

Please plan to join us for this entertaining program.  Judy France is planning a 
real treat for lunch! 

Trunk or Treat– October 31st  6:00pm til ? 

Start planning now to come and be a part of our  community outreach as we have 

Trunk or Treat in our back parking lot.  Dress up, decorate your car and come 

out for a night of safe fun!   

 

Welcome to our newest  

family member 

Joan Allen 

 

So glad you are a part of our family 

Don’t forget the Food Pantry of our church.  Contributions are 

being  accepted.   We have served many families the last few 

months.  Thanks for your continued help in this project. 

  

We fed 80 people in the month of September! 



Forgetting God's Goodness  
 
Later, after they crossed to the other side of the lake, the disciples 
discovered they had forgotten to bring any bread. "Watch out!" 
Jesus warned them. "Beware of the yeast of the Pharisees and  

Sadducees." — Matthew 16:5 
 

Have you ever forgotten God's goodness to you? Have you ever had 
to relearn something? I know I have. And the disciples did too.  

 
Matthew's Gospel tells us that on one occasion, the disciples had forgotten to bring bread on their 
journey, and they were worried about it. The feeding of the 5,000 had happened only days earlier. 
Then there was another miracle of the feeding of the 4,000. 
 
 So what happened? They forgot. That is what happened! 
 
Jesus essentially told them, "Do you guys remember those miracles I did? Remember the feeding 
of the 5,000 that involved a little boy with some loaves and fish?" 
 
God is the same yesterday, today, and forever. The same God who was there for you in the past will 
be with you here in the present. And He will be there for you in the future as well. 
 
We forget that, however. When you are young and just starting out in life, you have to trust God for 
everything: food, clothes, transportation, and a paycheck. But then maybe you find a good job and 
work hard. You are diligent. You save. You invest. Things are going really well. You don't have to 
really worry much about your day-to-day needs.  
 
And then one day the boss calls you in and says, "With this economy, we will have to let some               
people go. We are really sorry, but this is your last day."  
 
Now you are back to square one. You are panicking. You are wondering what you will do. 
  
Maybe this is not your situation, but you are facing a similar challenge. Perhaps it is in a broken 
relationship that needs to be restored. Or could it be an illness or medical need or crisis you might 
be facing. Or maybe in your mailbox you discover more bills than you can handle. 
 
Did God provide for you in the past? Yes, He did. Will He take care of you in the present? Yes, He 
will. We forget these things, and we need to relearn them again and again—just like the disciples. 



Abounding Love & Faithfulness 
 
“The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to 

anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.” 
Exodus 34:6 

 
God abounds in steadfast love and faithfulness. When I read 
the word “abounds,” there are two images come to my mind: 
 
The first is that of a spring of water. 

 
The heart of God is like an inexhaustible spring of water that 
bubbles up love and faithfulness at the top of the mountain. It 
burst forth from the ground after relentless forcing its way up 
through solid rock 

 
 The second picture that comes to my 
creative mind is totally different.  It is that of a volcano.  The 
heart of God is like a volcano that burns so hot with love that 
it blasts the top off the mountain and flows year after year 
with the lava of love and faithfulness. 
 
When God uses the word “abounding,” he wants us to                

understand that the resources of his love are not limited. They are limitless and 
overflowing! 
 
In a certain way, it might be said, that God is like the government: Whenever there’s 
a need, he can just print more money to cover it! 
 
But the difference is that God has an infinite treasury of golden love to cover all the 
currency he prints. The government is in a dream world. God banks very realistically 
on the infinite resources of his deity. 
 
The absolute existence, the sovereign freedom and the omnipotence of God are both 
the embodiment of a never ending refreshing stream and the volcanic fullness that 
explodes in an overflow of love. The sheer magnificence of God means that he does 
not need us to fill up any deficiency in himself. Instead his infinite self-sufficiency 
spills over in love to us who need him. 
 
We can bank on his love precisely because we believe in the absoluteness of his        
existence, the sovereignty of his freedom, and the limitlessness of his power. Let this 
be both a cool, refreshing thought for today, and a reminder of the explosive power 
that is available to those who believe.  There are no limits to what our sovereign God 
can do! 



A Prayer Honoring God's Sovereignty 
 

"His dominion is an everlasting dominion, And His kingdom 
endures from generation to generation.  All the inhabitants of 
the earth are accounted as nothing, But He does according to 
His will in the host of heaven And among the inhabitants of 

earth; And no one can ward off His hand  
Or say to Him, 'What have You done?'"  

—Daniel 4:34–35 
 

Our Sovereign God, all of us would be quick to say that we do need to be relieved of 
our anxieties—they are too many and too frequent. And because we want to call our 

own shots, we need to be leveled and removed from the realm of pride. 
 

Help us stop feeling as though we need an explanation of why, as life unfolds around 
us. Show us again, Lord, that You are God and there is no other—that our God is in 

the heavens; 
 He does whatever He pleases.  

 
You are at work in our lives, in the lives of our neighbors, in the lives of those who 
live across the street, across the country, and across the seas. You are at work. No 

one else is in charge, and You do all things well. You change the times and the            
seasons. You also change us. 

 
Make Your Word as relevant as tomorrow morning's news on the Internet, as            
significant as what we would read in the daily paper. And bring us back to the               

recognition of Your sovereignty, Father: we answer to You because                                         
You are our all in all. 

 
Today we worship Your Son as Lord, and we worship Your name as the one and only 
true God through whom, thankfully, we have a salvation that is eternal and secure. 

We rest in these  truths as Your children. 
 

We also remember those who have never met Your Son as Savior. Give them unrest, 
uneasiness, even sleepless nights until they find their peace and rest in knowing 

You . . . not in understanding their circumstances. May they believe                                             
in You through faith  

 in Christ, in whose name we pray. – Amen & Amen! 



The One Willing To Give All 
 

One day a drill sergeant came out and threw a hand grenade into 
a group of young soldiers. The men all ran away and took cover 
away from the grenade. Then the drill sergeant told them that the 
grenade was not set to explode and he just did it to see their               
reaction. 
 

The next day a newly recruited soldier joined the group. The drill 
sergeant told the other soldiers not to tell the new soldier what 
was going to happen. As the drill sergeant came out and threw the 
grenade into the crowd of soldiers, the new soldier, not knowing it 
wasn't going to explode, threw himself on top of the grenade to 
prevent it from killing the other men. He was willing to die for his 
fellow soldiers. That year the young man was awarded the only medal for courage and bravery that 
had not been won during battle. 
 

How many people would you be willing to die for? Be honest now! Maybe your husband or wife, 
one of your children, but the list starts to get pretty short after that, doesn't it? 
 

Can you imagine dying in the place of a convicted criminal? Someone is scheduled to die on death 
row for murder, and you say, "Please let me take his place!" Not likely? Paul was so right when he 
said, "For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would 
even dare to die. But God demonstrates His own love towards us, in that while we were still              
sinners, Christ died for us." (Rom. 5:7-8) 
 

Why would Christ do that? As long as I define love by my own personal limitations, it will always 
be impossible to comprehend. Only the love of an Almighty God could be willing to sacrifice so 
much. I am led to respond in praise, and in a desire to give all my love and obedience to the One 
who loved me more than life itself. 

 
Christ Became 
 

The dictionary tells us the word "become" means to assume a certain state 
or condition, to undergo a change or development. Interestingly, one of 
the characteristics of God is that He is unchangeable. Malachi 3:6 says, "I 
am Jehovah, I change not."  
 

However, as impossible as it seems, the eternal, unchangeable God              
transcended eternity as He entered into the time He created when the Son 
of God was born. And, the unchangeable God changed as He took upon  
Himself the form of man. This process, which is truly impossible for us to 
comprehend, is called the "kenosis" – God emptying Himself of His              
divinity, and becoming a part of His own creation.  
 
In fact, Christ became... so now, we can become!  



The Cross and the Crown 
 

“But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Galatians 6:14 
 

George Bennard was born into a miner’s family in Ohio and 
came to Christ as a youth. He wanted to go to theological 
school, but family concerns kept him from the education he 
desired. In time, he became a traveling evangelist, diligently 
studying his Bible and reading all the books he could find. 
During one period of his ministry, he carefully studied the 
subject of the cross of Christ, praying for a deeper                      
understanding of its meaning and power. As he preached from 
town to town, the words of a hymn began formulating in his 
mind. He sang portions of it at his meetings. Finally he          
finished his hymn and sang the completed version to friends, 

asking them, “Will it do?” 
 

It has done very well. It’s “The Old Rugged Cross.” 
 

One of the hymn’s central ideas is that our trophies in this world are temporary and cannot                  
compare to the power of the cross or to the crown to be awarded us when we stand before Jesus, 
“where His glory forever I’ll share.” 
 

In an age of awards and trophies, let’s keep our eyes on the cross and the crown! 
 

“So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross, till my trophies at last I lay down; 
 I will cling to the old rugged cross,  

and exchange it someday for a crown! 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
The Last Impression  
 

Bob had this problem of getting up late in the morning and 
was always late for work. 
 

After a few weeks of this, his boss was mad and threatened to 
fire him if he didn’t do something about it. 
 

So Bob went to his doctor, who gave him a pill and told him 
to take it before he went to bed. He got a great night’s sleep 
and actually beat the alarm in the morning. After a leisurely 
breakfast, he cheerfully drove to work. 
 
“Boss,” he said, “the pill my doctor prescribed actually 
worked!” 
 

“That’s all fine,” said the boss, “but where were you yesterday?”  



Are You A Disciple?  
 
Just because you are a Christian doesn't necessarily mean 
that you are a disciple. Every disciple is a believer, but not 
every believer is a disciple. Jesus gave us the definition of a 
disciple in Luke 14. Three times in this passage, He said that 
if we do not do these things, we cannot be His disciples. 
 
First, Jesus said, "If anyone comes to Me and does not hate 
his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and            

sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple" (verse 26). A statement 
like that is shocking, but let's understand what Jesus was saying. He obviously was 
not telling us to hate in the traditional sense. Rather, Jesus was saying that your love 
for God should be so strong, so intense, that all other loves would be like hatred in 
comparison. 
 
Second, Jesus said, "And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot 
be My disciple" (verse 27). If you want to live life to its fullest, then you must deny 
yourself and put Christ first. You take your goals, desires, dreams, and aspirations, 
and you present them to God. And ultimately you will discover that God's plans for 
you are always the best. 
 
Last, Jesus said, "For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down 
first and count the cost, whether he has enough to finish it? . . . So likewise, whoever 
of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple" (vrs 28, 33). You must 
count the cost to follow Jesus. Yes, it costs to follow Jesus. But it costs more not to 
follow Him. Jesus called us to go and make disciples (see Matt. 28:19). But it takes 
one to make one. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dinner served at 5:15pm – Small Group Bible Study 6:15pm 
 



TRUNK-OR TREAT 
6:00pm – 8:00pm 

HALLOWEEN NIGHT 
  

In back parking lot of HBC – 
Plan to dress up and share 

and invite friends and family 
in our community outreach! 

 

 

 

Thank you for your faithful 
prayers and generous giving 

of your time, talents and tithes 
and offerings  

to HBC… 
 

As we continue to obey God, 
listen to His voice, and work 
together we will continue to 
accomplish great things for 

His kingdom! 
 


