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Are You Wrestling With God? 
 

“Then Jacob was left alone; and a Man wrestled with 
him until the breaking of day…  Jacob said, "I will 

not let You go unless You bless me!"…. And He 
blessed him there. And Jacob called the name of the 
place Peniel: "For I have seen God face to face, and 

my life is preserved." 
 

In the most extreme moment of his life, when his en-
tire household was threatened with annihilation, the 

Patriarch Jacob wrestled with a Man through an entire sleepless night. 
Somehow, after this astounding encounter, Jacob came to the realization 
that he had been wrestling with God, and face to face! Once again, the 
Lord God of heaven showed Himself as a human being to a man He loved; 
this time, for the purpose of rescuing, blessing, and preserving the man's 
destiny. 
 

Jacob was relentless during this struggle and his perseverance changed 
him profoundly, forever, in several ways: he was wounded and walked 
with a limp for the rest of his life, a sign of human weakness and               
dependence on the Lord; he was given a new name ("Israel") and with it a 
new identity, as a prince with God, and one whose struggle with the             
Almighty saved his life, his family, and his God given inheritance and           
posterity; and finally, Jacob received the long-awaited relief and closure 
with the brother whom he had deceived and enraged so many years           
before. 
 

So this wrestling match with God was a massive turning point in Jacob's 
life, and though it must have taken every ounce of human effort he could 
muster, the victory he won affected every human being in history, since, of 
course, the Man that Jacob wrestled with was almost certainly the same 
Man who became his most important descendant, the Savior of the world, 
Yeshua, the Messiah; Jesus the Christ. 
 

How often difficulties and crises are used by the Lord to bring us closer 
and to develop intimacy with Him. It is sometimes the Lord's will to draw 
us to Himself through extreme and even terrible circumstances or threats. 
The inner transformation that can take place when we pass through these 
intense prayer battles, cannot perhaps, be accomplished any other way. 
But consider the fruit and the blessing which can result from these mighty 
wrestlings. And consider how being that close to God Himself may change 
you forever.  
 

So, you who are gutting out that anguishing trial–don't let go until you   
receive the blessing, the change, the victory. I believe the Lord also wants 
to say to you— that you have struggled with God and with men — and have 
prevailed! 

On the grace journey of wrestling with you, Lynwood 
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Please don't forget to save 
your  Campbell’s Soup          

labels and bring them to the 
church so we can send them 
to Bland  Ministry Center. 

This is just a simple thing 
we can do as a church to 

help their  ministry.   

Sunday School and Worship Report July 27, 2014 

Sunday School Enrollment…..………….……....…….……..….....110 

Contacts……………………………………..... ............. ..................25 

Visitors…………………………….………........................................5  
Total present...………………………   …….…....……….……. ….42 

 Two Classes did not report 

Worship Attendance…..85 
 

  HBC Counting Report for  July 27, 2014 

8-200 Future Growth………………………………………...….$60.00 

8-105 Associational Missions…………………………………..$60.00 

8-145 Cash in/ Cash out  Bazaar ………………………………..$95.00 

8-250 Memorials in Memory of 

 Walter and Marie Cooke………………………….……$100.00 

Budget Receipts………………….…….…...………………….$3956.00 

Total Deposit……………………….…………….……………$4271.00 
 

The Happy Hearts will be collecting shoe  boxes for Operation       
Christmas Child.  A list of items can be found on the Happy Hearts           
Bulletin Board or in the Connection Center.  There are some things that 
are not allowed in the boxes so please check the list. 

 

If you would like to help the Happy Hearts with this project, please be 
sure you have your shoeboxes turned in by Sunday, October 26th.  Please place them in the 
office.  We have the stickers for the boxes that indicate if it is for a boy or girl. 

 

If you can not fill a shoebox but would like to help you can still do so, you can purchase a 
Greatest Journey Discipleship Book for Kids or you can pay for shipping of the a shoebox.  
Each cost only $7.00.  Just mark your gift and we will be sure it is applied to this worthy 
cause.    See Pat Painter if you need more information. 



OUR ON 

GOING 

MISSION…. 

Donations are being accepted for PORT hygiene kits.  

You can place these items in the Missions Room if you 

are able to assist in purchasing them. 

  Travel Size Toothpaste (100) 

  Travel Size  Deodorant  (100) 

PBA Associational Giving 
 

Goal $1500.00 

To Date:  $1425.00 

Thank you for your giving! 

“More Than Nets” 

Give to the mission that helps prevent 
Malaria in Yendi. 

Malaria has been eliminated from the 
United States and other developed countries.   It 

is still a threat to more than 40% of the                         
world’s population..  

Mark your envelope...More than Nets. $10.00 will 
provide one net! 

Please pray for the  

following  

Missionaries this week: 

Bertha Bell– Arkansas 

Dianne Tuttle. John Redwine-
   California 

Kimmi Stacy– Georgia 

Charlene Dennis– Illinois 

Belinda Riley– Kentucky 

Makenzie Woerner– Pennsylvania 

Nelda Jones, Anna Rodriguez- 

 American People 

SP– Central Asian People 

OC– East Asian People 

Paul Brock, Morgan Davidson- 

 European People 

ES, JZ,- Northern African and  

 Middle Eastern Peoples 

DW, RR– Southeast Asian People 

August 

VA Indians 

Money for  

Christmas  

 

Gifts for Children 

Church Pantry 

Fall Craft Show-   September 27th 

VENDORS WANTED 

If you know of someone that would be interested in participating in our Fall 

Craft show, please have them contact the office or Denise Vassar.   

 

There are spots open that need to be filled.   

Please pass on this information ! 



Weekly Assignment               

Schedule 
This week at HBC 

Please help to replenish your pantry.  We need the 
following items:      Peanut Butter, Jelly,           

Pinto Beans, Black Beans,  

Peas,  Green Beans, hot dog rolls, Dry Milk, Corn, 
Mac and Cheese,  

Instant potatoes and fruit cans 

If you want to give an offering  toward the Food Pantry, just mark it 
and drop it in the offering plate. 

Your giving is appreciated 

Through your generosity HBC was able to help 16 families in the 
month of May.    

He who has pity on the poor lends to the LORD, 

Happy 95th Birthday Hilton Baptist Church 

May 4, 1919 

Facts about our past 
 

February 2, 1921– Office of Custodian added 

February 14, 1921 –Sale of Hilker Mission                
completed, resulting in a gift of $750.00 from           

First Baptist Church 

Greeters  
August 3– Don Krause 

August 10– Joe & Kathy Caskie 
 

    Lock Up  
August 3– Robbie Ayscue 

August 10– Tim Humphreys 
 

Bus Ministry 
August 3– Charles Vassar 
August 10– Pam Cooke 

 
Deacon of the Week 

August 3– Robbie Ayscue 
August 10– Brenda Egnot 

 
Usher  

August 3– Pat Schell/ 
Brenda Egnot 

August 10– Joe Wircenske 
 

Nursery Helpers  

August 3– Joy Class 

August 10– Faith Class 

 

If you can not be present for your 
date, please  contact a                        
replacement person. 

 

Wednesday, July 30th 

6:15 pm  Prayer Meeting 
 

Sunday, August 3rd  

9 am  Sunday School 

10 am  Worship Celebration 

 

There will be NO Wednesday 

Night Prayers Meetings in the 

month of August.   See you in 

September. 

Happy Birthday Last Week 

July 

21– Tracy Venable 

23– Maury Jackson 

       Sue Monfalcone 

24– Madison St. Ours 

Happy Birthday This Week 

28– Melvin Roulhac 

       Herb Turner 

30– Ciara Demorier 

       Joseph Kubitz 

31– Marcella Curtis 

       Cynthia Gibson 

August 

2– Amy Yell 

The best thing to do 
with the   Bible is: 

Know it in your 
head,  

 stow it in  your heart, 

Sow it in your world  

and show it in your life 

 



Why Give God Your Best… 
 
Missionaries to China in the last part of the Nineteenth 
century began to push into the unexplored interior of that 
great land. They found a community where the main crop 
was potatoes.  
 
They had a good climate and good soil, but their harvest 
was always little tiny potatoes. About the size of marbles.  
The natives said that big potatoes just did not grow there. 
The newcomers said that surely some big potatoes grew 
there. "Oh yes, we do get a few now and then," they admitted. 
 
"What do you do with them?" 
 
"Well," the local farmers answered, "We eat them, of course. The big ones are the best." 
They were planting the runts. They were planting the potatoes that had the genes that        
produced ever smaller crops. 
 
They were systematically reducing their crop as they took the biggest and best for                   
themselves. The missionaries showed them that only when you plant the big ones – plant 
the best you have – will you get bigger ones in return. 
 
We smile at the ignorance of people who do not understand this most basic of principles. 
Yet, we often do the very same thing. We say, "I want to keep the best for myself. Whatever 
is left – the little potatoes – I will give to God. If I have any left – the ones I do not want – I 
will let God have them." 
 
Beloved friends, the Apostle Paul could not have stated this principle any more clearly when 
he said: “Be not deceived, God is not mocked, Whatever a man sows, That shall he reap…” 
Galatians 6:7, 8. 
 
What will you give God today – your best – or the leftovers?  
 
Today, make sure you give God your absolute best – your best worship, your best time, your 
best work. Today, give God the best of everything you say, everything you do, everything 
you own and most importantly, give your very life as the best sacrifice you can offer to your 
savior. 
 

"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a 
‘living sacrifice', holy, acceptable unto God, which is your                                                       

reasonable service." (Romans 12:1)  
 

Give God your best and expect to see His best poured back into your                                                  
life in miraculous abundance! 



A Greater Power Watching  
 
There was a nature show on television about a black 
bear that gave birth to two cubs. One cub died right 
away. Three weeks later the mother died and the           
remaining cub was left to fend for itself. An orphaned 
cub in that condition is like a walking buffet for               
predators. And of course the camera immediately 
showed a hungry-looking mountain lion. 
 
One day the orphan cub encountered a giant male black bear. The little cub cowered 
at the bear's sheer mass. The larger bear peered around and seemed to realize that 
the mother bear wasn't anywhere to be found. He gave the little cub a friendly nudge. 
The camera then showed the little bear happily trailing along after the larger one. 
The adoption papers were signed, sealed and registered at the county seat in that 
nudge. Papa bear proceeded to show the cub how to grub for insects and how to 
catch fish and how to scratch his back against a tree. 
 
One day the two bears became separated. The cub began to cry and looked frantically 
for his new father, but couldn't find him anywhere. The cub approached a stream 
where he'd learned to fish and something caught his attention. He looked up to see a 
mountain lion ready to pounce. That same mountain lion had stalked the cub for the 
entire show. There was no way that mountain lion would've gone for that cub with 
Papa bear around, but now.... 
 
The camera zoomed in on the cub. He automatically mimicked the posture of his 
adopted father when threatened. He stood on his hind legs and bared his teeth. Then, 
in the exactly the same way his new father would have done, this cub let loose a 
mighty growl that should have reverberated throughout the forest. But, only a tiny 
bear cub squeak came out. 
 
Well, you know what was coming. But, to everybody's astonishment the mountain       
lion lowered his head and ran off in the opposite direction. The camera panned back 
to the proud little cub still standing tall on his hind legs. And then all the viewers saw 
what that little cub could not: a few yards behind him, at full, ferocious height, his 
sharp, white teeth bared in a snarl, stood Daddy bear. He may not have made a 
sound, but he was there. 
 
And even though the cub couldn't see his father, his father stood guard, protecting 
his young. The little cub had power available greater than anything he could produce 
on his own. There was a greater power watching over him. 
 
You are of God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is he that 

is in you, than he that is in the world." – 1 John 4:4 



Requesting a Donation 
 
A very wealthy man in the community was not known for 
his generosity to the church. The church was involved in a 
big financial program so the fundraising committee        
decided they had to pay him a visit. As they met with him, 
they said that in view of his considerable resources they 
were sure that he would like to make a substantial          
contribution to this program. 
 
"I see," he said. "So you have it all figured out, have you? In the course of your              
investigation did you discover that I have a widowed mother who has no other means 
of support but me?" No, they responded, they did not know that.  
 
"Did you know that I have a sister who was left by a drunken husband with five           
children and no means to provide for them?" No, they said, they did not know that 
either. " 
 
Well, did you know also that I have a brother who is crippled due to an automobile 
accident and can never work another day to support his wife and family?"                  
Embarrassingly, they responded, no, they did not know that either. 
 
"Well," he thundered triumphantly, "I've never given any of them a cent, so why 
should I give anything to you?" 

 
 
The Last Impression 
 
A little girl asked her mother, "How did the human race 
come about?" The mother answered, "God made Adam 
and Eve; they had children and, so all mankind was 
made." 
 
A few days later, the little girl asked her father the same 

question. The father answered, "Many years ago there were monkeys, and we              
developed from them." 
 
The confused girl returns to her mother and says, "Mom, how is it possible that you 
told me that the human race was created by God, and Papa says we developed from 
monkeys?" 
 
The mother answered, "Well, dear, it is very simple. I told you about the origin of my 
side of the family, and your father told you about his side."  

 



Discovering Real Treasure 
 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my 
path.” — Psalm 119:105 

 

The story has been told of a great adventurer and         
student of the Old West. The greatest thrill of his life 
was to search for treasures hidden from the days of the 
great California gold rush in the 1800s. He would 
begin by investigating leads on so-called “treasure maps” that had been uncovered or 
found in antique shops.  
 
He would buy the maps and begin to do research on the locations. When an area was 
located, he would search history books to see if a treasure was supposed to have been 
hidden in that area. If so, he would begin searching. In this fashion, he had made a 
number of successful finds during his life and had become quite rich through his          
efforts. In fact, he became so successful that his adventures became routine to the 
point that he tired of them. 
 
One day, the man decided he would attempt the ultimate adventure. He would find 
another treasure, but this time without the help of a map. He purchased another old 
treasure map and figured out the general area that held the promise of a great                
hidden treasure. Then, he set out on his adventure without the assistance of the map. 
He was never heard from again. Some years later, others found his remains in a 
mountainous desert area. Apparently, the great adventurer had died of starvation 
during his quest. Alongside his bones, amongst his gear, the treasure map was found 
– clearly indicating where to look. He was nowhere near the treasure, but had died in 
search of riches that could have been easily found. 
 
Where do you look to find spiritual treasure? Some chase after possessions to find 
fulfillment. Others immerse themselves in pleasurable experiences. Some long for 
spiritual connection, but lose heart along the way and give up. Others become               
convinced that they don’t need the “map” to find spiritual treasure. They believe they 
can find it on their own. 
 
God’s Word – the Bible – is our treasure map. God has assured us in His Word that 
we can have eternal life, and through the reading, study and meditation of Scripture, 
we will learn how to navigate through this life. And in the end, we will find eternal 
treasure: living forever with God in heaven. With the Bible as our map, we are              
assured of never losing our way. 
 
We are all living out the adventure of life. Where are you headed? Don’t let your soul 
waste away in a spiritual wilderness while a trusted map collects dust nearby. Today, 
take some time to read your Bible. It will help provide directions on your way to            
finding real treasure! 



No, no, no, there's no disaster.  It's just our usual summer budget challenges and our 
Finance Team reminds us of the fact that we're running behind on our shared 
planned budget giving for the year.   
 
While we're in better shape than we've sometimes experienced, and the course of the 
trajectory shows signs of slowly improving, receipts still run behind the budget and 
to be behind the budget means certain things may not happen. 
  
Neither deaths nor departures explain the shortfall.  Perhaps some of our folk have 
new financial demands or setbacks.  A family might have gone on vacation and        
forgotten to remember their church.  Perhaps someone doesn't really understand 
what it means to give a scriptural tithe, or a special offering.  Who can say?  But it 
adds up.  
  
However, we're not alone in this.  And the God who gives us a vision for ministry     
always supplies the resources.  The Apostle Paul says: 
  

The most generous God who gives seed to the farmer that becomes bread for 
your meals is more than extravagant.  He gives you something you can then 

give away, which grows into full-formed lives, robust in God, wealthy in every 
way, that you can be generous in every way, producing with us great praise to 

God.     II Corinthians 9; 10 - 12. 
   
Yes, God is our partner in financial stewardship and God has blessed each of us so 
we can participate financially in God's purposes.  Furthermore, each of us is a               
partner to one another in supporting the ministries of our church, which are                
designed to accomplish the mission Christ has given to our church family.  And,            
finally, as a church united in truly mature Christian financial giving, we demonstrate 
together the genuineness of our love for God, our thanksgiving to God and God's 
continuing work in us. 
 
Pray.  Plan.  Give. 
  
We can do this.  Our family will do our part, as you will as well.  Thank you for your 
faithfulness. 
  



How Will We Light The Church? 
 
Several centuries ago in a mountain village in Europe, a wealthy 
nobleman wondered what legacy he should leave to his              
townspeople. He made a good decision. He decided to build them 
a church. No one was permitted to see the plans or the inside of 
the church until it was finished. At its grand opening, the people 
gathered and marveled at the beauty of the new church.                 
Everything had been thought of and included. It was a                  
masterpiece. 

 
But then someone said, "Wait a minute! Where are the lamps? It is really quite dark in 
here. How will the church be lighted?" The nobleman pointed to some brackets in the walls, 
and then he gave each family a lamp, which they were to bring with them each time they 
came to worship. 
 
"Each time you are here'" the nobleman said, "the place where you are seated will be                   
lighted. Each time you are not here, that place will be dark. This is to remind you that 
whenever you fail to come to church, some part of God's house will be dark." 
 
That's a poignant story, isn't it? And it makes a very significant point about the importance 
of our commitment and loyalty to the church. 
 
 
Protecting Your Church 
 
It is your job to protect the unity of your church! Unity is the 
soul of fellowship. Destroy it, and you rip the heart out of 
Christ’s Body. It is the essence, the core, of how God intends 
for us to experience life together in his church. 
 
In his final moments before being arrested, Jesus prayed pas-
sionately for our unity. It was was uppermost in his mind during those agonizing hours. 
That shows how significant this subject is. Nothing on earth is more valuable to God than 
his church. He paid the highest price for it, and he wants it protected, especially from the 
devastating damage that is caused by division, conflict, and disharmony. Are dividing the 
Body of Christ just to get your way in some matter? Be ready to answer to God!  
 
Paul instructed us: “Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of 
peace.” Ephesians 4:3 (NIV) 
 
What are you saying and  doing to make your church family more warm and loving? Many 
people in your community are looking for love and a place to belong. The truth is, everyone 
needs and wants to be loved, and when people find a church where members genuinely love 
and care for each other, you would have to lock the doors to keep them away. 



“If people can’t see what God is doing, they 
stumble all over themselves; But when 

they attend to what he reveals, they are 
most blessed.” Proverbs 29:18 

Moving forward is never easy. People don’t 
like change.  It just seems to be human nature.  This fact  seems to be even more 
true in church life. 
 
There are those who want to see their future only through the lense of their present 
and their past.  They complain and criticize when challenged to put their words into 
deeds and walk the walk of faith.  Some become offended by the suggestion that 
God might be leading us to higher ground, and called us to greater challenges and 
greater rewards if we will simply believe and trust Him. 
 
These are new or original thoughts. We have been singing this truth for years in 
some of the the lyrics of one our most beloved hymns: 
 

My heart has no desire to stay, Where doubts arise and fears dismay; 
Though some may dwell where those abound,  

My prayer, my aim, is higher ground. 
 

Lord, lift me up and let me stand, By faith, on Heaven’s tableland, 
A higher plane than I have found;  

Lord, plant my feet on higher ground!  
 

How about you?  Are you content to dwell where doubts and fears dismay? Or will 
you answer God’s call to “Higher Ground” with faith? 
 

 
 

 
God is doing some exciting new 

and powerful things through the 
faithful people of God at HBC… 

Please remember 
your commitments and giving 

and be part  
of the miracle! 

 


